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In this lesson we will cover some rules for customizing our paper strip templates. 	
	
Rules:	
	
1. Use solid or plain papers for the main portion of the paper strips. 	
	
The point of these paper strip templates is to add our own custom words to them. If you 
clipped a patterned paper to the main portion of the paper strip template, your custom 
words would be very hard to read. So, always use a solid paper for the main portion of 
your paper strip template. 	
	

	
	
2. Only use patterned papers for the decorative accents that are big enough to see the 
pattern. What do I mean by this? Let me explain.	
	
Let’s look at two of our paper strip templates we created. Here’s a template where we 
have stripes. The amount of area the three stripes on each side take up is very small 
due to the stripes being thin in nature.	
	

	



	
Clipping a patterned paper to the stripes shows us very little of the pattern on the paper. 
Because of this, our eyes are confused by the stripes and this hurts our paper strip 
design. 	
	

	
	
Here’s the paper strip where we have half circles. The area taken up by the half circle 
accents is much bigger than the stripes from the previous example. Because of this, it’s 
ok to use a pattern here. Just make sure the pattern isn’t too large for the space. 	
	

	
	

3. When using two or more solid papers, use contrasting colors. 	
	
Here are two paper strip templates that required use of more than one solid paper. In 
each case, the paper strip was customized to use colors that are highly contrasting. The 
reason this is important is readability. 	
	

	
	
Readability is a topic I covered in my Secrets of Terrific Type class but let me do a quick 
review about contrast. 	
	
If we are making these custom paper strips so we can use our own sentiments on our 
scrapbook layouts, then it’s safe to assume we want our paper strips to be easily read.  
 
 



So, here’s an example of a paper strip with high contrast,	
	

	
And here’s an example with low contrast. 	
	

	
It’s very obvious that the high contrast is much more easily read. So, keep this in mind 
when choosing from your kit’s colors. 	
	

	
	
4. Use easy to read fonts. 	
	
If you’re going through the trouble to create a custom paper strip, then, once again, 
make sure it’s easy to read. Thin, hard to read script fonts are not good here. Make sure 
whatever fonts you use are easy to read, or bold enough that they are easy enough to 
make out when on a paper strip. 	
	

	
	
5. How you Customize the Type is Important 
 
Besides using easy to read fonts, when it comes to customizing the type of your word 
art, please keep the following simple rules in mind: 
 
• Never use all caps when using a script font. 
• But, using all caps when using a basic font is a good idea. 



	
	
• Never add a layer style to your type. This is not the place to add a drop shadow or 
embossing to your type. That would not make for a realistic looking paper strip.  
	

	
	
6. Be Mindful About the Number of Words You Use 
	
If you’re creating a short paper strip, 1-3 words is all you should use. If you try to 
squeeze more than that one there, the font size will be so small you won’t be able to 
easily read it.  
 

	
	
On the flip side, if you have a long paper strip and only use one short word, this can 
also look awkward. So make sure the phrases you use fit well for the length of the paper 
strip.  
 

 
	
I recommend using anywhere from 1-5 words depending on the length or size of your 
word art. This means that you should use phrases and not necessarily sentences. Use 
of punctuation is not usually something you see on word art but there are always 



occasions where an exception can be made, especially with the exclamation point and 
the question mark.  
	
7. Layer Styles Are Almost Always a NO 
	
I know it might be tempting, especially for new digital scrapbookers, to think about 
adding layer styles like embossing to the word art templates. In this entire class, there is 
only ONE piece of word art where I added a drop shadow to an accent when I 
customized it. NONE of the other word art templates need any layer styles added to the 
accents or the type. I created these paper piece word art templates to look like real 
paper pieces and so embossing or adding drop shadows to the decorative accents we 
are adding to the templates is not necessary.  
 

 
	
The rules you learn in this lesson are rules that will remain important throughout this 
class. I will have you refer back to this list so it might be a good idea to print off this 
manual and have it handy as you make your way through the class. Following these 
simple rules will help you customize your paper strip templates. Your paper strips will 
look professionally designed as well as be easy to read.  
 
Credits: 
Papers Used from the following kits: Time Teller by Etc By Danyale, Big Idea by One 
Little Bird, New Years Celebration by Just Jaimee, Memory Keeper by Kim B Designs, 
Christmas Lights by Julie Billingsly, Mother is a Verb by Krystal Hartley, and Stories 365 
by Kristin Cronin-Barrow 


