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“Hope deferred makes the heart sick.” Proverbs 13:12 (NLT)

“Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers ... and
he brought their father a bad report about them. Now Israel loved Joseph more than
any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he
made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him
more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.
Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the
more. He said to them, ‘Listen to this dream | had: We were binding sheaves of
grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your
sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, ‘Do
you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?’ And they hated him all the
more because of his dream and what he had said. Then he had another dream, and
he told it to his brothers. ‘Listen,” he said, ‘| had another dream, and this time the
sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

Genesis 37:2-9 (NIV)

“Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its
people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their
faces to the ground.” Genesis 42:6 (NIV)

Delayed by fear.
Delayed by disobedience.

Delayed by

God cares more about the you become
than what you produce.

“Judah said to his brothers, ‘What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his
blood? Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites.’ ... So when the Midianite merchants
came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.”

Genesis 37:26-28 (NIV)
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1. today prepares for fruitfulness

tomorrow.

2. God’s remains even when life is

unfavorable.

“The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of
his Egyptian master. When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that
the LORD gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes
and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he
entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in charge of
his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the
Egyptian because of Joseph.” Genesis 39:2-5a (NIV)

“But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed
him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the
warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made
responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything
under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success
in whatever he did.” Genesis 39:20b-23 (NIV)

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is
now being done, the saving of many lives.” Genesis 50:20 (NIV)

3. Other people’s evil intent cannot derail God’s

for your life.

1. design 2. person 3. faithfulness 4. favor 5. destiny
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