
Para-jumbles CAT 17 

The five sentences (labelled 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) given below, when properly 
sequenced would yield a coherent paragraph. Decide on the proper 
sequence of the order of the sentences and key in the sequence of the four 
numbers as your answer.  

Q1.  

1. The process of handing down implies not a passive transfer, but some 
contestation in defining what exactly is to be handed down. 
2. Wherever Western scholars have worked on the Indian past, the 
selection is even more apparent and the inventing of a tradition much more 
recognizable. 
3. Every generation selects what it requires from the past and makes its 
innovations, some more than others. 
4. It is now a truism to say that traditions are not handed down 
unchanged, but are invented. 
5. Just as life has death as its opposite, so is tradition by default the 
opposite of innovation. 

Q2.  

1. Scientists have for the first time managed to edit genes in a human 
embryo to repair a genetic mutation, fuelling hopes that such procedures 
may one day be available outside laboratory conditions. 
2. The cardiac disease causes sudden death in otherwise healthy young 
athletes and affects about one in 500 people overall. 
3. Correcting the mutation in the gene would not only ensure that the child 
is healthy but also prevents transmission of the mutation to future 
generations. 
4. It is caused by a mutation in a particular gene and a child will suffer 
from the condition even if it inherits only one copy of the mutated gene. 
5. In results announced in Nature this week, scientists fixed a mutation 
that thickens the heart muscle, a condition called hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy. 

Q3.  

1. The study suggests that the disease did not spread with such intensity, 
but that it may have driven human migrations across Europe and Asia. 
2. The oldest sample came from an individual who lived in southeast 
Russia about 5,000 years ago. 



3. The ages of the skeletons correspond to a time of mass exodus from 
today's Russia and Ukraine into western Europe and central Asia, 
suggesting that a pandemic could have driven these migrations. 
4. In the analysis of fragments of DNA from 101 Bronze Age skeletons for 
sequences from Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that causes the disease, 
seven tested positive. 
5. DNA from Bronze Age human skeletons indicate that the black plague 
could have emerged as early as 3,000 BCE, long before the epidemic that 
swept through Europe in the mid-1300s. 

Q4.  

1. This visual turn in social media has merely accentuated this announcing 
instinct of ours, enabling us with easy-to-create, easy-to-share, easy-to-
store and easy-to-consume platforms, gadgets and apps.  
2. There is absolutely nothing new about us framing the vision of who we 
are or what we want, visually or otherwise, in our Facebook page, for 
example.  
3. Turning the pages of most family albums, which belong to a period well 
before the digital dissemination of self-created and self-curated moments 
and images, would reconfirm the basic instinct of documenting our 
presence in a particular space, on a significant occasion, with others who 
matter.  
4. We are empowered to book our faces and act as celebrities within the 
confinement of our respective friend lists, and communicate our activities, 
companionship and locations with minimal clicks and touches. 
5. What is unprecedented is not the desire to put out news feeds related to 
the self, but the ease with which this broadcast operation can now be 
executed, often provoking (un)anticipated responses from beyond one's 
immediate location. 

  

Q5. 

1. Before plants can take life from atmosphere, nitrogen must undergo 
transformations similar to ones that food undergoes in our digestive 
machinery. 
2. . In its aerial form nitrogen is insoluble, unusable and is in need of 
transformation. 



3. Lightning starts the series of chemical reactions that need to happen to 
nitrogen, ultimately helping it nourish our earth. 
4. Nitrogen — an essential food for plants — is an abundant resource, with 
about 22 million tons of it floating over each square mile of earth. 
5. One of the most dramatic examples in nature of ill wind that blows 
goodness is lightning.  

Q6.  

1. This has huge implications for the health care system as it operates 
today, where depleted resources and time lead to patients rotating in and 
out of doctor's offices, oftentimes receiving minimal care or concern (what 
is commonly referred to as "bed side manner") from doctors. 
2. The placebo effect is when an individual's medical condition or pain 
shows signs of improvement based on a fake intervention that has been 
presented to them as a real one and used to be regularly dismissed by 
researchers as a psychological effect. 
3. The placebo effect is not solely based on believing in treatment, however, 
as the clinical setting in which treatments are administered is also 
paramount.  
4. That the mind has the power to trigger biochemical changes because the 
individual believes that a given drug or intervention will be effective could 
empower chronic patients through the notion of our bodies' capacity for 
self-healing. 
5. Placebo effects are now studied not just as foils for "real" interventions 
but as a potential portal into the self-healing powers of the body. 

Q7.  

1. Johnson treated English very practically, as a living language, with 
many different shades of meaning and adopted his definitions on the 
principle of English common law — according to precedent.  
2. Masking a profound inner torment, Johnson found solace in compiling 
the words of a language that was, in its coarse complexity and 
comprehensive genius, the precise analogue of his character.  
3. Samuel Johnson was a pioneer who raised common sense to heights of 
genius, and a man of robust popular instincts whose watchwords were 
clarity, precision and simplicity.  
4. The 18th century English reader, in the new world of global trade and 
global warfare, needed a dictionary with authoritative acts of definition of 
words of a language that was becoming seeded throughout the first British 
empire by a vigorous and practical champion. 



5. The Johnson who challenged Bishop Berkeley's solipsist theory of the 
nonexistence of matter by kicking a large stone ("I refute it thus") is the 
same Johnson for whom language must have a daily practical use. 

Q8. 

1. The implications of retelling of Indian stories, hence, takes on new 
meaning in a modern India. 
2. The stories we tell reflect the world around us.  
3. We cannot help but retell the stories that we value — after all, they are 
never quite right for us — in our time. 
4. And even if we manage to get them quite right, they are only right for us 
— other people living around us will have different reasons for telling 
similar stories.  
5. As soon as we capture a story, the world we were trying to capture has 
changed. 



Ans key  
1.54132 
2.15243 
3.54123  
4.32145 
5.53421  
6.25431  
7.43512 
8.25431 


