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Follow these quick tips for getting the most out of using the provided templates along with the 
lessons of this class.
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NOTE: If you get a Keep Layers warning when 
opening the class templates in your program, no 
worries. Just click Keep Layers and proceed as usual.

Tip #1: Use the Templates As Usual
• Always duplicate the template before starting to 

use it. 
• Clip paper to the paper clipping masks.
• Clip photos to the photo clipping masks.
• Feel free to hide and move layers as much as you’d 

like.
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Tip #2: Use the Templates Along with the Story Grid

• Option 1—Place the Story Grid directly above the background paper in the Layers panel. You 
may need to hide or rearrange a few layers in order to achieve good results. See templates 1, 3 
and 4 below for examples.

• Option 2—Use a shape in the template to create a selection outline, then use the selection outline 
to mask the Story Grid (as shown in the Variations: Shaped lesson).  See template 2 below for an 
example.
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