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Vocabulary I 

准备 zhǔn bèi  1. prepare to, plan to, about to 

2. preparation 

鱼 yú fish 

就 jiù 1. just (show emphasis) 2. 

supporting word 

Notes for you 
Examples for就 jiù as ‘just’ 

1. 今天晚上就去这个饭馆吧 jīntiān wǎnshang jiù qù zhè ge fànguǎn ba！ 

(Let’s) just go to this restaurant tonight! 

2. 我就是不想学习开车 wǒ jiù shì bù xiǎng xuéxí kāichē。 

I just don’t want to learn driving. 

3. 你叫我做，我就不做 nǐ jiào wǒ zuò wǒ jiù bú zuò！ 

You ask me to do it, I just don't do it! 

 

Dialogue II 

    jīnwǎn qù fànguǎnr chī fàn zěnmeyàng  

女：今晚去饭馆儿吃饭，怎么样？ 

   Let’s go eat at a restaurant tonight, how does that sound? 

   wǒ bù xiǎng qù wàimiàn chī wǒ xiǎng zài jiā li chī  

男：我不想去外面吃，我想在家里吃。 

   I don’t want to eat outside, I want to eat at home. 

   nà nǐ zhǔnbèi zuò shén me  

女：那你准备做什么？ 

  So what do you plan to cook? 

   jiù zuò nǐ zuì ài chī de yú ba 

男：就做你最爱吃的鱼吧！ 

  Just cook the fish that you like most! 
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Takeaway 
今晚 jīnwǎn＝今天晚上 jīntiān wǎnshang  = tonight 

昨晚 zuówǎn＝昨天晚上 zuótiān wǎnshang   = last night 

明晚 míngwǎn＝明天晚上 míngtiān wǎnshang  = tomorrow night 

后晚 hòuwǎn＝后天晚上 hòutiān wǎnshang  = the night after tomorrow 

今早 jīnzǎo＝今天早上 jīntiān zǎoshang  = this morning 

明早 míngzǎo＝明天早上 míngtiān zǎoshang  = tomorrow morning 

 

Reminder 
那 nà: when put at the beginning of sentences, meaning: so; in that case 

e.g. 

1. 

   wǒ jīntiān yǒu diǎnr shēngbìng  

A：我今天有点儿生病。 

   I feel a little sick today. 

   nà nǐ zài jiā xiūxi yíxià ba  

B：那你在家休息一下吧！ 

   Then have a rest at home! 

    

   nǐ bú qù ma   nà wǒ yě bú qù 

2. 你不去吗？那我也不去。 

   You're not going? Then I’m not going too. 

  

Vocabulary II 

件 jiàn measure term 

还 hái still 

可以 kě yǐ can, ok, sure 

错 cuò wrong 
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Notes for you 
件 jiàn as ‘measure term’ 

used for small objects, e.g. clothes, small cakes, etc.	  

 

错 cuò: 

opposite of 对 duì (correct) 

 

可以 kě yǐ vs 能 néng 

• both can mean ‘can, able to’ 

• both are not used to mean ‘can do a skill’, which ‘会’ will be used for those cases 

• 可以 as ‘can’ is used more casually than ‘能’ 

• both are interchangeably most times 

e.g. 

1. 

  nǐ néng bāng wǒ mǎi xiē píngguǒ ma  

A：你能帮我买些苹果吗？ 

  Can you help me buy some apples? 

   kě yǐ  

B：可以。 

   Sure. / Yes, I can. 

2. 

    nǐ kě yǐ gěi wǒ nǐ de diànhuà hàomǎ ma  

A：你可以给我你的电话号码吗？ 

    Can you give me your phone number? 

   kě yǐ 

B：可以。 

   Sure. / Yes, I can. 
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‘还可以 hái kěyǐ’： 

还=still; 可以=ok 

i.e. still ok; just alright; not bad 

• Address things that are ‘just ok’ to you, therefore not very very impressive 

e.g.  

  nǐ juéde zhè gè nánrén zěnmeyàng 

A：你觉得这个男人怎么样？ 

  What do you think of this man? 

   hái kěyǐ  

B：还可以。 

   Just ok. 

 

‘不错 bú cuò’： 

不=not 错=wrong 

i.e. quite good 

• Address things better than还可以 

e.g. 

  nǐ juéde zhè gè nánrén zěnmeyàng 

A：你觉得这个男人怎么样？ 

  What do you think of this man? 

   búcuò 

B：不错。 

   Quite good. 

 

Dialogue II 

   kěyǐ bāng wǒ kàn yíxià zhè jiàn yīfu zěnmeyàng ma  

A：可以帮我看一下这件衣服怎么样吗？ 

  Can you help me to take a look of this outfit? 

   



Chinese Beginner 2 – Lesson 5                             chineseqq.com  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------               

	  

5	  

   yánsè hái kěyǐ   jiù shì yǒu diǎnr dà  

B：颜色还可以，就是有点儿大。 

  The colour is alright, just that it’s a little big. 

  zhè jiàn xiǎo de zěnmeyàng  

A：这件小的怎么样？ 

  How’s this small one? 

  zhè jiàn búcuò jiù mǎi zhè jiàn ba 

B：这件不错，就买这件吧！ 

  This one is quite good, just buy this one! 

 

Takeaway 
Reminder： 

a little bit – adjective 

有一点儿 yǒu yì diǎnr／有点儿 yǒu diǎnr– adjective 

e.g. 

    tā yǒu diǎnr shēngbìng  

1. 他有点儿生病。= He’s a little bit sick. 

    jiějie yǒu diǎnr lèi 

2. 姐姐有点儿累。= My sister is a little tired. 

 

这件小的＝这件小的衣服 

‘衣服 yīfu’ is omitted as we know we’re talking about ‘衣服’ 

 

Vocabulary III 

考试 kǎo shì exam (noun) take exam (verb) 

意思 yì sī meaning 

Dialogue III 

  jīntiān qù bú qù dǎ qiú  

A：今天去不去打球？ 

  You going to play ball today? 
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   zhè liǎng tiān yǒudiǎnr lèi   bú qù dǎ qiú le  

B：这两天有点儿累，不去打球了。 

   I feel a little tired these two days, so I’m not going. 

   nǐ zài zuò shénme ne  shì zài xiǎng zuótiān de kǎoshì ma  

A：你在做什么呢？是在想昨天的考试吗？ 

   What are you doing? Are you thinking about yesterday’s exam? 

   shì a  wǒ juéde tīng hé shuō hái kěyǐ  dú hé xiě bù hǎo  hěn duō zì wǒ dōu bù  

zhīdào shì shénme yìsi 

B：是啊，我觉得听和说还可以，读和写不好，很多字我都不知道是什么意思。 

   Yes, I think listening and speaking were not bad, reading and writing were not 

good. I didn’t know the meaning for many words. 

 

Takeaway 
‘打球 dǎ qiǔ’ 

打＝hit球＝ball 

• normally used to mean ‘play the ball’ with the gesture of ‘hit’, hence with the use 

of hands. 

• no specification of type of ball games here, can be basketball; tennis; 

table-tennis; badminton…etc 

 

Reminder 
都 dōu＝totally; completely 

很多字我都不知道是什么意思: 

很多字 = for many words 

我都不知道是什么意思 = I completely don’t know what’s the meaning 

 

Vocabulary IV 

以后 yǐ hòu  In future / after 

以前 yǐ qián In the past / before 

Notes for you 
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‘杯 bēi’ : previously learned: cup 

New function: as a measure term, ‘a cup of; a glass of’ 

e.g. 

   gěi wǒ yì bēi niúnǎi  

1. 给我一杯牛奶。= Give me a glass of milk. 

    zhèr yǒu yì bēi chá 

2. 这儿有一杯茶。= Here’s a cup of tea. 

 

‘对 duì’ ＝1. yes correct; 2. towards 

对 as ‘towards’ 

e.g. 

    wǒ lǎogōng duì wǒ hěn hǎo  

1. 我老公对我很好。=  My husband is good to me. 

    kàn tài duō diànshì duì yǎnjīng bù hǎo 

2. 看太多电视对眼睛不好。=  Watching too much TV is not good for eyes. 

 

Use of ‘以后 yǐhòu = 1. in future 2. later’ 

e.g.  

    wǒ yǐhòu yào zuò lǎoshī  

1. 我以后要做老师。=  I have to be a teacher in future. 

    yīshēng shuō wǒ sān tiān yǐhòu kěyǐ chūyuàn 

2. 医生说我三天以后可以出院。=  The doctor said I can leave the hospital 3 days 

later. 

    wǒ yǐhòu bú huì mǎi tài duō yīfu 

3. 我以后不会买太多衣服。=  I will not buy too many clothes in future  

(Note: as ‘later’, 后 alone can also be used instead of 以后) 

 

Use of ‘以前 yǐqián = 1. in the past 2. ago, before 

e.g.  

    wǒ yǐqián hěn ài chī yú  
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1. 我以前很爱吃鱼。 

    I liked to eat fish a lot in the past. 

     tā wǔ nián yǐqián shì dà xuésheng 

2. 他五年以前是大学生。  

    He was a university student 5 years ago. 

    wǒ yǐqián hěn xǐhuān mǎi yīfu 

3. 我以前很喜欢买衣服。 

    I used to like buying clothes very much. 

 (Note: as ‘later’, 前 alone can also be used instead of 以前) 

 

Dialogue V 

    xiūxī yíxià ba yào bú yào hē bēi kāfēi  

女：休息一下吧！要不要喝杯咖啡？ 

    Take a rest! Want to have a cup of coffee? 

    bù hē le wǒ yǐjīng hē liǎng bēi le  

男：不喝了，我已经喝两杯了。 

    No, I’ve already drunk two cups. 

    shì a kāfēi hē duō le duì shēntǐ bù hǎo  

女：是啊！咖啡喝多了对身体不好。 

    Drinking too much coffee is not good for health. 

    hǎo de wǒ yǐhòu shǎo hē yìdiǎnr měitiān hē yì bēi 

男：好的，我以后少喝一点儿，每天喝一杯。 

    Sure, I’ll drink less in future, one cup a day. 

 

Takeaway 
喝多了＝drink too much 

 

少喝一点儿= drink a little bit less 

少 shǎo -verb = do that verb less 

e.g.  
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nǐ shǎo diǎn ér chū qù  

你少点儿出去。=  Go out less. 

多 duō -verb = do that verb more 

e.g.  

nǐ duō qù lǚyóu ba 

你多去旅游吧！  = You should go travelling more. 

 

Vocabulary V - Seasons 

 
      Spring          Summer         Autumn          Winter 
    春天 chūn tiān      夏天 xià tiān       秋天 qiū tiān       冬天 dōng tiān 

 

Vocabulary VI – Eating Utensils 

 

 
Spoon   Fork  Knife     Bowl       Chopsticks 

sháo zi   chā zi  dāo zi     wǎn          kuài zi 

勺子      叉子   刀子       碗           筷子 

 


