
13. 3-1-3 Adjectives!
!

Lesson in a Nutshell!

!!
If the table below makes sense to you, you already understand 3-1-3 adjectives. The 
rest is just filling in a few details.!!!

!!
We saw that 2-1-2 adjectives followed the!
! second declension in the masculine!
! first declension in the feminine, and!
! second declension in the neuter!!
3-1-3 adjectives follow the!
! third declension in the masculine!
! first declension in the feminine, and!
! third declension in the neuter!!!

Masculine Feminine Neuter

2-1-2!
adjectives

2nd!
declension

1st!
declension

2nd!
declension

3-1-3!
adjectives

3rd!
declension

1st!
declension

3rd!
declension
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3-1-3 adjectives follow a 3-1-3 pattern of declension. Πας is an important 
3-1-3 adjective.



πᾶς means “all” or “every” and is a common 3-1-3 adjective. Do you see how the case 
endings were tacked onto πᾶς in the tables below? (Look at the blue columns.)!

In case you were wondering...!!!!
We saw that third declension nouns were those whose stem 
ended in a consonant. 3-1-3 adjectives follow the third 
declension in the masculine and neuter genders for the same 
reason: those two stems end in a consonant. Observe:!!!

!
Do you see how the masculine and neuter forms end in a consonant (t)? This is the 
reason they follow third declension in those genders. !!
The feminine form ends in a vowel (a) so it follows first declension, which is used for 
stems that end in the vowels a or h.! !

stem !
in masculine gender

stem !
in feminine gender

stem !
in neuter gender

pant pasa pant
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How perfectly logical!!!
When we were looking at third declension nouns, we saw that the third declension is not 
as consistent as first and second declension. !!
The same thing is true with adjectives that follow the third declension. tavcuV means 
“fast” or “quick” and is a 3-1-3 adjective. Notice the slightly strange forms (in red).!!!

!!

!!!!!!
We have already seen this sort of odd behavior when we looked at third declension 
nouns.!!
Thankfully, most adjectives follow the 2-1-2 pattern. 

Mt. Κοίνη �80



Lexical Form!!
When you look up the adjective πᾶς in the lexicon, it will be listed like this.!!

πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν!!
Notice that there is no article. Why? !!

Because πᾶς is not a noun. It is not masculine or feminine or neuter. !!
πᾶς is an adjective. It has to be able to be masculine AND feminine AND neuter.!!

The lexicon lists the three genders to show you how it behaves in all three genders.!!
πᾶς is a 3-1-3 adjective. This means it follows !!
! third declension in the masculine  (3)!
! first declension in the feminine, and  (1)!

! third declension in the neuter  (3)!!!!
Note: There are relatively few 3-1-3 adjectives. So why bother with them? Because 
when we come to the participle, this pattern will be very important to recognize. But 
don’t worry about participles yet! All in good time.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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