Transcript for Video (Where are you from?)
Hi there and welcome to the first module, "Introduce Yourself". In this module we're going to look at how to ask and answer personal questions and how to talk about your family; but in this video I'm going to focus on how to ask and answer personal questions.

So, when you first meet someone the questions you're likely to hear are:

What's your name? then

Where are you from? or

Where do you come from? or

Where are you from, originally? or

Whereabouts are you from?

So, how do you answer those questions?

If someone says “What's your name?” you can reply “I'm” and give your name. “I'm Clare.”

If your name is unusual or difficult for a British English speaker, you might also hear another question, such as “Sorry, I didn't catch that” or “Sorry, say that again!” and then you can repeat your name and maybe even spell it, so

“Sure, I'm Clare, that’s C-L-A-R-E.”

So, for the questions about where you're from. “Where are you from?”, “Where do you come from?” These are very common questions.

“Where are you from originally?” You might hear that question if you're actually in an English-speaking country, so...

“Where are you from originally?” you could say “Well actually I'm from (and then give the name of the town or give the country).” You can even say "Do you know it?"

We often start an answer with “Actually” if what we say is going to be different from what the other person might expect, so if it's unusual information. So:

“Where are you from originally?” 

“Well actually I'm from Scotland.”

The other question, “Whereabouts are you from?”. This “whereabouts” is quite a vague word for “where”, so we aren't expecting a precise answer.

“Whereabouts are you from?”

“Oh, well, actually I'm from the south of France.”

Don't forget, when someone asks you where you're from and you answer, you can then ask them the same question: “What about you?”

Then make a comment

When someone tells you where they're from, if you can, make a comment, so:

“I'm from New York.”

“Wow! I'd love to go there.”

“I'm from Sydney in Australia.”

“Really? I've heard it's a really cool place.”

“I'm from Scotland.”

“Oh yeah? What's it like?”

Some other questions

So, after you talk about where you're from, you might hear some more questions. Questions like:

“So, what brings you to...” 

“What brings you to London?” or “What brings you to the UK?” or “So, are you a student here?”

And then you can reply, saying something like:

“Well, I'm here on business” or “Actually, I'm here for a holiday” or “Yes, I'm a student. I'm here for a month to study English.”

So, over to you!

Why not prepare a 10-second introduction. You could say "Hi, I'm" and your name, and "I'm from" and where you're from and then say why you're here. 

Hi, I'm Clare, I'm from Oxford and I'm here on business." Or Hi, I'm Clare, I'm from Oxford and I'm here on holiday."
