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CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE: Purple Hibiscus

Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.
Read this passage, and then answer the question that follows
it:

Things started to fall apart at home when my brother, Jaja,
did not go to communion and Papa flung his heavy missal across
the room and broke the figurines on the étagere. We had just
returned from church. Mama placed the fresh palm fronds, which
were wet with holy water, on the dining table and then went
upstairs to change. Later, she would knot the palm fronds into
sagging cross shapes and hang them on the wall beside our
gold-framed family photo. They would stay there until next Ash
Wednesday, when we would take the fronds to church, to have
them burned for ash. Papa, wearing a long, gray robe like the
rest of the oblates, helped distribute ash every year. His
line moved the slowest because he pressed hard on each
forehead to make a perfect cross with his ash- covered thumb
and slowly, meaningfully enunciated every word of “dust and
unto dust you shall return.”

Papa always sat in the front pew for Mass, at the end
beside the middle aisle, with Mama, Jaja, and me sitting next
to him. He was first to receive communion. Most people did not
kneel to receive communion at the marble altar, with the blond
lifesize Virgin Mary mounted nearby, but Papa did. He would
hold his eyes shut so hard that his face tightened into a
grimace, and then he would stick his tongue out as far as it
could go. Afterward, he sat back on his seat and watched the
rest of the congregation troop to the altar, palms pressed
together and extended, like a saucer held sideways, just as
Father Benedict had taught them to do.

1. How does Adichie make this such an effective opening to
the novel?

2. How does Adichie make Father Amadi such an important
character in the novel ‘Purple Hibiscus’?
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