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Japan’s imperial couple have further deepened their ties with the

British royal family during a state visit.

Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako arrived in Britain on
Saturday for a week-long visit. It was the imperial couple’s second

state visit following one to Indonesia in June last year.

Official events started on Tuesday with the couple attending a
welcoming ceremony at the Horse Guards Parade, where King
Charles and Queen Camilla greeted them. After that they rode in a

horse-drawn carriage to Buckingham Palace.

At that evening’s banquet, King Charles expressed a warm welcome,
saying “Welcome back to Britain” in Japanese. The emperor said
he hopes the two countries will build enduring ties of friendship and

cooperation based on mutual understanding.

On Thursday, the emperor visited Windsor Castle and laid flowers on

the tombs of Queen Elizabeth and her husband Prince Philip.
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