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MR. PRESIDENT:  

…the wickedness which I now begin to expose is immeasurably aggravated by the 
motive which prompted it. Not in any common lust for power did this uncommon tragedy 
have its origin. It is the rape of a virgin Territory, compelling it to the hateful embrace of 
Slavery; and it may be clearly traced to a depraved longing for a new slave State, the 
hideous offspring of such a crime, in the hope of adding to the power of slavery in the 
National Government. Yes, sir, when the whole world, alike Christian and Turk, is rising 
up to condemn this wrong, and to make it a hissing to the nations, here in our Republic, 
force, aye, sir, FORCE has been openly employed in compelling Kansas to this pollution, 
and all for the sake of political power. There is the simple fact, which you will in vain 
attempt to deny, but which in itself presents an essential wickedness that makes other 
public crimes seem like public virtues.  

Such is the crime which you are to judge. But the criminal also must be dragged into day, 
that you may see and measure the power by which all this wrong is sustained. From no 
common source could it proceed. In its perpetration was needed a spirit of vaulting 
ambition which would hesitate at nothing; a hard). hood of purpose which was insensible 
to the judgment of mankind; a madness for Slavery which would disregard the 
Constitution, the laws, and all the great examples of our history; also a consciousness of 
power such as comes from the habit of power; a combination of energies found only in a 
hundred arms directed by a hundred eyes; a control of public opinion through venal pens 
and a prostituted press; an ability to subsidize crowds in every vocation of life—the 
politician with his local importance, the lawyer with his subtle tongue, and even the 
authority of the judge on the bench; and a familiar use of men in places high and low, so 
that none, from the President to the lowest border postmaster, should decline to be its 
tool; all these things and more were needed, and they were found in the slave power of 
our Republic.  

With regret, I come again upon the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Butler), who, 
omnipresent in this debate, overflowed with rage at the simple suggestion that Kansas 
had applied for admission as a State and, with incoherent phrases, discharged the loose 
expectoration of his speech, now upon her representative, and then upon her people. 
There was no extravagance of the ancient parliamentary debate, which he did not repeat; 
nor was there any possible deviation from truth which he did not make, with so much of 
passion, I am glad to add, as to save him from the suspicion of intentional aberration. But 
the Senator touches nothing which he does not disfigure with error, sometimes of 
principle, sometimes of fact. He shows an incapacity of accuracy, whether in stating the 
Constitution, or in stating the law, whether in the details of statistics or the diversions of 
scholarship. He cannot open his mouth, but out there flies a blunder . . .  



But it is against the people of Kansas that the sensibilities of the Senator are particularly 
aroused. Coming, as he announces, "from a State" aye, sir, from South Carolina he turns 
with lordly disgust from this newly-formed community, which he will not recognize even 
as a "body politic" Pray, sir, by what title does he indulge in this egotism? Has he read 
the history of "the State" which he represents? He cannot surely have forgotten its 
shameful imbecility from Slavery, confessed throughout the Revolution, followed by its 
more shameful assumptions for Slavery since. He cannot have forgotten its wretched 
persistence in the slave-trade as the very apple of its eye, and the condition of its 
participation in the Union. He cannot have forgotten its constitution, which is Republican 
only in name, confirming power in the hands of the few, and founding the qualifications 
of its legislators on "a settled freehold estate and ten negroes." And yet the Senator, to 
whom that "State" has in part committed the guardianship of its good name, instead of 
moving, with backward treading steps, to cover its nakedness, rushes forward in the very 
ecstasy of madness, to expose it by provoking a comparison with Kansas. South Carolina 
is old; Kansas is young. South Carolina counts by centuries; where Kansas counts by 
years. But a beneficent example may be born in a day; and I venture to say, that against 
the two centuries of the older "State," may be already set the two years of trial, evolving 
corresponding virtue, in the younger community. In the one, is the long wail of Slavery; 
in the other, the hymns of Freedom. And if we glance at special achievements, it will be 
difficult to find any thing in the history of South Carolina which presents so much of 
heroic spirit in an heroic cause appears in that repulse of the Missouri invaders by the 
beleaguered town of Lawrence, where even the women gave their effective efforts to 
Freedom.  

Among these hostile Senators, there is yet another, with all the prejudices of the Senator 
from South Carolina, but without his generous impulses, who, on account of his character 
before the country, and the rancor of his opposition, deserves to be named. I mean the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. Mason), who, as the author of the Fugitive Slave bill, has 
associated himself with a special act of inhumanity and tyranny. Of him I shall say little, 
for he has said little in this debate, though within that little was compressed the bitterness 
of a life absorbed in the support of Slavery. He holds the commission of Virginia; but he 
does not represent that early Virginia, so dear to our hearts, which gave to us the pen of 
Jefferson, by which the equality of men was declared, and the sword of Washington, by 
which Independence was secured; but he represents that other Virginia, from which 
Washington and Jefferson now avert their faces, where human beings are bred as cattle 
for the shambles, and where a dungeon rewards the pious matron who teaches little 
children to relieve their bondage by reading the Book of Life. It is proper that such a 
Senator, representing such a State, should rail against free Kansas.  

Senators such as these are the natural enemies of Kansas, and I introduce them with 
reluctance, simply that the country may understand the character of the hostility which 
must be overcome. Arrayed with them, of course, are all who unite, under any pretext or 
apology, in the propagandism of human Slavery. To such, indeed, the time-honored 
safeguards of popular rights can be a name only, and nothing more. What are trial by 
jury, habeas corpus, the ballot-box, the right of petition, the liberty of Kansas, your 
liberty, sir, or mine, to one who lends himself, not merely to the support at home, but to 



the propagandism abroad, of that preposterous wrong, which denies even the right of a 
man to himself! Such a cause can be maintained only by a practical subversion of all 
rights. It is, therefore, merely according to reason that its partisans should uphold the 
Usurpation in Kansas.  

To overthrow this Usurpation is now the special, importunate duty of Congress, admitting 
of no hesitation or postponement. To this end it must lift itself from the cabals of 
candidates, the machinations of party, and the low level of vulgar strife. It must turn from 
that Slave Oligarchy which now controls the Republic, and refuse to be its tool. Let its 
power be stretched forth toward this distant Territory, not to bind, but to unbind; not for 
the oppression of the weak, but for the subversion of the tyrannical; not for the prop and 
maintenance of a revolting Usurpation, but for the confirmation of Liberty.  

"These are imperial arts and worthy thee!"  

Let it now take its stand between the living and dead, and cause this plague to be stayed. 
All this it can do; and if the interests of Slavery did not oppose, all this it would do at 
once, in reverent regard for justice, law, and order, driving away all the alarms of war nor 
would it dare to brave the shame and punishment of this great refusal. But the slave 
power dares any thing; and it can be conquered only by the united masses of the people. 
From Congress to the People I appeal.  

	


