


T H E  U L T I M A T E  C I V I L  P E  
R E V I E W  C O U R S E

E X A M  F O R M A T  A N D  S P E C I F I C A T I O N  
R E V I E W



E X A M  F O R M A T  – G O I N G  C B T !



CBT
▪ The PE is a computer-based exam which kicked off going CBT in January of 2022.

▪ The exam is still 80 questions.

▪ The exam is 9 hours (NDA – 2 min, tutorial – 8 min, exam – 8 hrs, break – 50 min).

▪ New alternative item type questions are now sprinkled in.  Multiple choice is still the majority 
of questions, but they can now ask:

▪ Multiple correct

▪ Point and click

▪ Drag and drop

▪ Fill in the blank

▪ The exam is year-round meaning you can take it any time you want.

▪ The current fee is $375 ($50 to reschedule your exam date).  
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CBT
▪ Scores are typically available in 7 – 10 days (awesome!) and you’ll be notified by email.

▪ The exams are administered at a Pearson Vue testing center (no longer massive 
conference centers).

▪ You may attempt a exam one time per testing window and no more than three times in a 12 
month period.

▪ January to March

▪ April to June

▪ July to September

▪ October to December

▪ You need an ID, a confirmation letter, your NCEES approved calculator, and approved 
comfort items (jacket, glasses, hearing aids, eye drops).

▪ Your only references are the PE Reference Handbook and codes/standards.
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CBT
▪ Everyone’s exam will be different, but problems will be at a similar difficulty level.

▪ You’ll still have ‘breadth’ and ‘depth’ type questions, but they can mix them up and ask you 
any of these at any time.  There’s not a clear AM and PM section anymore.

▪ They’ll provide you a locker for your phone, etc.

▪ They’ll give you a booklet to write things out.

And that’s it!  Welcome to the CBT PE exam!
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Specifications
▪ Breadth and depth specifications have the same breadth sections and various depth 

sections.
▪ We’ll quickly review them all.
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Approved Calculators
1. Casio: all fx-115 and fx-991 models

2. Hewlett Packard: the HP 33s and HP35s models, no others

3. Texas Instruments: all TI-30X and TI-36X models
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NCEES Pass Rates
▪ These historically don’t change too much.
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Course Outline and Objectives
1. Getting you from A to Z.
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