
 

FLYING AT NIGHT 
 

Part 107 prohibits operation of an sUAS at night, which is defined as the time 

between the end of evening civil twilight and the beginning of morning civil 

twilight, as published in The Air Almanac, converted to local time. 

In the continental United States (CONUS), ​evening civil twilight is the period of 

sunset until 30 minutes after sunset and morning civil twilight is the period of 30 

minutes prior to sunrise until sunrise​. In Alaska, the definition of civil twilight 

differs and is described in The Air Almanac. The Air Almanac provides tables 

which are used to determine sunrise and sunset at various latitudes. 

If you’re flying in that 30-minute civil twilight period, your aircraft must be 

equipped with special anti-collision lights that are capable of being visible for at 

least 3 miles. 

So let’s take a pause and here and make sure we understand this. 

The Part 107 rules state that you can only fly during the day. And that “daylight” 

is from 30 minutes before official sunrise, to 30 minutes after official sunset. And 

that if you’re flying during that 30-minute civil twilight period, you need to have 

lights that are visible for at least 3 miles. 

I often get asked what kind of lights satisfy this requirement. 
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I often get asked what kind of lights satisfy this requirement. 

There are a number of options, but our staff and many of our flight instructors 

use ​drone anti-collision lighting from a company called LumeCube​ (Use code 

UAVCOACH10 for a 10% discount)​. 
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https://lumecube.com/collections/drone-products/?utm_source=influencer&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=influencer_general&platform=grin&link_id=126283&token=BigH7Z7INNASrkCqj3I3x9my6N9pnDPM&contact_id=a0dcce82-b5a9-4351-8d07-b24ed5b8454d&attribution_window=30

