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“Religion…is the opium of the people.” 
Karl Marx 

 
“Religion…is a man’s total reaction upon life.” 

William James 
 

“Religion is an illusion and it derives its strength from the fact that it falls in which our 
instinctual desires.” 

Sigmund Freud 
 

“Religion is an attempt to get control over the sensory world, in which we are placed, by 
means of the wish-world, which we have developed inside us as a result of the biological 

and psychological necessitates.” 
Sigmund Freud 

 
“Every religion is good that teaches man to be good.” 

Thomas Paine 
 

“Religion is the vision of something which stands beyond, behind and within the passing 
of flux of immediate things.” 

Alfred North Whitehead 
 

“Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious 
conviction.” 
Blaise Pascal 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 It is often said that we live in a secular age, a time void of religion and faith. 
However, nothing could be further from the truth. The fact is we live at a time when 
religions of every kind define our world possibly more than ever. Some of these religions 
have existed for centuries, some we hardly recognize as religions in any traditional sense, 
and some are newer idolatries that threaten to shape our future dramatically. 
 Christians have been notoriously ignorant of competing religions and are paying a 
dear price today for their ignorance. It is now well known that the cults in America grow 
from the pews of Christian churches.  This is because most churches are skilled at 
generating religious excitement but are poor at discipling, training, and grounding 
believers in the things of God. The result is a church that is a mile wide and an inch deep, 
a church in which people do not know what they believe, a church that is easy prey for 
the religious vultures of our time. 
 This need to know what non-Christian religions believe is all the more dire if the 
Church is to go on the offensive. It is not just ignorance of the gospel that binds the 
unsaved. They are bound by religions that the Kingdom of Darkness has offered them to 
fill a religious void but with emptiness. If we are going to storm the bastions of our 
enemies, we must know their arsenal.  
 We must also know the false religions of our time if we are going to understand 
what makes the world as it is. We are not called to simply exist in the world; we are 
called to change it. We are called to liberate the captives, transform the nations, and 
reform the institutions of men according to God’s word. This means we must be like the 
men of Issachar “who understood the times and knew what Israel should do…” (1 
Chronicles 12:32). 
 We are living in days that promise more victory for the gospel on earth than ever 
before. The demons rage because they are losing their grip. Entire nations are about to be 
set free. And you are part of that victory. Learn then, not just to pass a course, but to 
deliver the lost, disciple the nations, and return to God what cost Him the blood of his 
Son. 
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THE INSTRUCTOR 
 

 
Stephen Mansfield, Ph.D. 

Stephen Mansfield believes that life ought to be lived passionately, 
adventurously and on a large scale. His manner of living certainly reflected this 
philosophy and it has made him the writer, the statesman, and the educator that he is. 

 Stephen was born in 1958 to a military family and grew up largely in Europe due 
to his father’s work as an intelligence officer in the United States Army. After a youth 
filled with sports, travel, and mischief, Stephen was recruited to play college football but 
turned down the opportunity when a religious conversion moved him to attend a 
Christian college. 

 After majoring in history and philosophy, he moved to Texas where he pastored a 
church, earned several master’s degrees, hosted a radio show and founded a nationwide 
network of agencies serving the poor. He moved to Tennessee in 1991 where he again 
pastored a church, worked extensively in Middle East politics, and completed a doctorate. 
It was during this time that he also began writing books. His first book on Winston 
Churchill was a Gold Medallion Award Finalist. He also wrote biographies of Booker T. 
Washington and George Whitefield as well as a number of other books on history and 
leadership. 

 In 2002, Stephen left the pastorate to write and lecture full-time while continuing 
to exert influence on the American political scene. It was during this time that he wrote 
The Faith of George W. Bush, which spent many weeks on the New York Times 
bestseller list and has been credited with profoundly shaping public discourse on religion 
in America.  

 Stephen is becoming one the nation’s most sought after commentators and 
lecturers on matters of faith, politics, and American culture. He has founded Mansfield 
Group to answer the pressing needs of leading organizations for education that explains 
the times and the trends that define the future. He has also founded Chartwell Literary 
Group, a network of writers, researchers, and artists who help leaders impact culture 
through books and literature.  

 His latest books are The Faith of the American Soldier and Benedict XVI: His Life 
and Mission. Both have been released to widespread acclaim.  

 When he is not writing or lecturing, Stephen feeds his addiction to racquetball and a 
good laugh with friends over something wonderful to eat. His lifestyle is testimony to this 
maxim: “Live every day as thought it were your last, for one day you are sure to be right.” 

 
 
Books by Stephen Mansfield: 

Never Give In: The Extraordinary Character of Winston Churchhill 
God’s Role in America 
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Faithful Volunteers: The History of Religion in Tennessee 
Then Darkness Fled: The Liberating Philosophy of Booker T. Washington 
More Than Dates and Dead People: Recovering a Christian View of History 
Forgotten Founding Father: The Heroic Life of George Whitefield 
 
 
Web Site: 

 www.mansfieldgroup.com 
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Course Syllabus 
 

 
 
I. Course Description 
 

This course is designed to provide an overview of the primary religions and 
philosophies shaping our world and to evaluate them from a Christian perspective. 
Specific reference is made to these non-Christian religions as they are illustrated 
in film and contemporary literature. An apologetic approach to each religion and 
philosophy is also provided. 
 
 

II. Course Objectives 
 

The student will be able to: 

A. Identify the essential ideas, terminology and literature of the world’s great 
religions 

B. Explain the influence of the world’s major religions upon modern culture 

C. Articulate a basic Christian apologetic for each major world religion 

D. Explain those aspects of modern Christianity which allow most Christians to 
fall easy prey to non-Christian religions 

E. Identify the primary reference materials and organizations that examine world 
religions from a Christian perspective 

 
 

III. Required Textbook 
 

Cults, World Religions, and the Occult, Kenneth Boa 

 
 

IV. Course Requirements 
 

A. Read and study the course syllabus/study guide and the textbook. 

B. Attend all the class lectures 

C. Complete the final examinations assigned by your chancellor 
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V. Course Evaluation Procedure 
 

A. Attendance at all the lectures is required. If a lecture is missed for any 
(legitimate) reason, the chancellor must be informed in advance and the 
students must listen to an audiotape of the lesson 

B. Final examination 
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