
Ready for writing



Introduction 
The IELTS Academic Writing module lasts one hour and there are two tasks. You are advised to 
spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and asked to write at least 150 words. For Task 2 you are advised to spend 
40 minutes and asked to write 250 words.
In both tasks, you are assessed on your ability to write in a style that is suitable.

Task 1
In Task 1 you are asked to describe data, presented as a graph, chart or table, or a diagram such as a 
map, plan, or process, using your own words.

1  Name the charts below:

Example:  1 (stacked) bar chart

2  Look at the charts again and decide whether the statements below are 'true' or 'false'.

1  Only the line graphs show trends

2  Pie charts normally present proportions in percentages, but they can also present numbers.           

3  Bar charts sometimes don't have years.

4  Stacked bar charts like 1 above present information in the same way as pie charts.

5  Tables should be read mainly from left to right but at the same time from top to bottom for the 

headings in the rows.



Graph

1  Look at the Task 1 question and model text below. In the model answer, find:

1  the overview

2  examples of complex sentences

3  examples of language of comparison

4  sentences where high access and high equipment costs are described.





Bar chart
1  Look at the Task 1 question and the model answer below. Complete the model answer
    by inserting the following data into the gaps.

a  just under 25%
b  33% in 2008 in comparison with about 58% in 2012
c  from just over 40% to about 60%
d  (just over 60% in 2008)
e  about 35% to about 55% in 2012 with a peak of about 58% in 2011.



Pie charts

1  Study the Writing Task 1 and the model frame below. Complete the model answer using your
    own words.



Table
1 Study the Writing Task 1 and the model answer below. Identify all the examples of comparison 
in the model. Decide what types of comparison are used, e.g., comparative adjectives or adverbs, 
conjunctions, or other:

comparative adjectives or adverbs:

conjunctions:

other:

prepositions:

zero relative:



Plan A
1  Look at the Task 1 question and the overview in the model answer. Find three nouns in
    the overview that relate to type of changes that are then described in the model. 

2  Find examples of each noun in the model answer and paraphrase the overview.

relocation:

addition:

replacement:





Plan B

1  Look at the Task 1 question and model answer. Add words and phrases from the diagrams to 
complete the model answer.



Process

1   Study the Task 1 question and the model answer below. Find:

   1 the overview

    2  the steps in the progress

   3  examples of linking devices

   4  examples of intransitive verbs

   
5  examples of complex sentences.

2  Estimate the length of the text. Does it follow the word limit?





Task 2

In Task 2 you are given a point of view, argument or problem . Assessment for Task 2 is based on 
you ability to:

• present and support your opinion
• compare and contrast evidence and opinions
• write a solution to a problem

• evaluate and challenge ideas,
evidence or arguments

• write in appropriate style.

1  Analyze the Task 2 question below using the following:

the suggested time limit 
the statement in the topic to be discussed 
the specific questions related to the topic        
the minimum number of words 
(and think of the maximum)  

the possible organization of your answer
the standard/ generic rubric
possible ideas
the general nouns in the questions

2  Label the beginning of a possible answer for the Task 2 below using the following items:

1  topic sentence x2

2  general statement or hook

3  reason or cause (1)

  4 example

5 condition

6 possibility/possible result

     7 reason or cause (2)

      8 a result

   9 a solution





3  List the perspectives you can use to collect ideas for one or more of the Task 2 questions below, 
e.g. for 1, educational, technological, mental, physical, future, employment, etc. Are any of the
perspectives you chose relevant to other tasks below?

POSSIBLE ANSWER:

4  Compare the organization of the two of the four Tasks 2 questions below.

POSSIBLE ANSWER:

1

2

3





5  Look at the introduction, topic sentences and the conclusion for the Task 2 question
below. Paraphrase the introduction and the third topic sentence.

POSSIBLE ANSWER:



6  Write an introduction for the Task 2 question below.

POSSIBLE ANSWER:



7  Add the following phrases to the introduction, topic sentences and the conclusion of the
    Task 2 question below:

a  another strategy is to make sure that
b  is certainly a sound way of making workers happier
c  while I feel that this is a good approach
d  there is no doubt that this is an effective approach



8  Write an introduction, topic sentences and the conclusion for the Task 2 question below



9  Complete your answer to the Task 2 question below.

POSSIBLE ANSWER:
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