HONG KONG

: ' SADDLEBACK CHURCH

ANCHORED IN PRAYER
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Bible reading this week: Hebrews, James, John

“In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others
sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all
from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, ‘Get these
out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!”

John 2:14-16 (NIV84)

Three Pillars of Prayer:

1. Jesus centralized the importance of prayer.

“Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart
from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not
need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of
the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.”
Hebrews 7:26-27 (NIV84)

2. Jesus gives us to the Presence of God in
prayer.

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV84)

“He is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he
always lives to intercede for them.”
Hebrews 7:25 (NIV84)

“You do not have, because you do not ask God.”
James 4:2 (NIV84)
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3. God releases his Kingdom power on earth when we

“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. Elijah was a man just like
us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for
three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth

produced its crops.” James 5:16b—18 (NIV84)
An person on a steady diet of prayer can change
the world.

Ideas for individual engagement:

Start a prayer journal.

Go on a prayer walk.

Choose one day (or one meal) a week to fast and pray.

Schedule on your calendar 5-10 minutes midday to check in with God.
Dedicate certain drive times to prayer. Pray out loud.

Pray over your kids as you drop them off at school.

Pray with your spouse before going to sleep.

Pray First/Pray Last

Ask your campus pastor how you can engage with the prayer efforts at
your campus.

Ask God to grow your for and

to prayer.

“When Elijah prayed, the nation was reformed; when Hezekiah prayed, the people
were healed; when the disciples prayed, Pentecost appeared; when John Wesley
and his companions prayed, England was revived... when Luther prayed, the
papacy was shaken... and in the lives of Whitefield, Payson, Edwards, Tennent,
whole nights of prayer were succeeded by whole days of soul-winning. To your
knees, then ye Christians! Plead until the windows open, plead until the springs
unlock, plead until the clouds part, plead until the rains descend, plead until the
floods of blessing come.”

— W.A. McKay

Come and join
Activate!

1. access 2. ask 3. ordinary
4. passion 5. commitment
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