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Confusing Chinese Synonyms: — vs #, JL vs /0, 45 vs 94, B38) vs AH{E
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shijian shihou
FJiE VS Bz

time time/moment

—. HE
“Shi jian” shi zhi mou ge juti de shijian duan huo shijian dian.
N1 1= B S = K N < 0 TR = = A 1 =
“Shijian” refers to a period of time or a specific time.
For example:
W0 xiawu méiyou shijian chi fan.

-3 MFOBAE E i R

Mingtian kai hui de shijian shi zaoshang 9:00.
- WK b 8y e & FE 900,

Baba hén mang, méiydu shijian péi wo.

-\E RO, B W R 3K,

= WE
“Shihou” biaoshi shiging huo gingkuang fashéng de mou yi teding de shike huo tézhi
R Fax HEE B 1ER Y-GS U Sl o << I 1 e S
de mou yi duan shijian.
R — B W,

“Shihou” refers to a specific time or a period of time when something happens.
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Pattern: = ... B B, ..

For example:

Mama huilai de shihou, ta zhéngzai wan youxi.

- Wy kO R, R IEfE S B ik

Xiatian de shihou Shénzhén tebié re.

- BR OB omHE R Rl

Guo malu de shihou, ni yiding yao xiaoxin.

- S R, R E B i,

Notes:
Women chang yong “shénme shihou” Iai weén juti de shijian.
£33l wooOm tha mHET SRR B4R B IEL,
We often use "shénme shihou" to ask a specific time.

shénme shihou
ft4  BHE
When?
For example:
Ni shénme shihou xia ban?

AR A4 BHE R BE?

Xiawu liu dian.

B: N N Ko
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Yong “dud chang shijian” lai xinwen shi jian duan.
A5 I 2 SO 5 TR 1 LTI i A T = %
Using "duo chang shijian" to ask a period of time.
dud chang shijian
£ K KH
how long?
For example:
Ni yao qu dud chang shijian?

AR E K 2K IE?

San tian.

B: = XK,

fen fenzhong
5 VS 5%
minutes

—. 5}.

“Fen” kéyi yong zai juti de shijian li. Ta hai kéyi biaoshi gian.

o7 AILA M B4R B mE B, B e ATl Fon K

“Fen” can be used to say a specific time. It can also indicate money, meaning cents.
For example:

Xianzai shi 3 dian 25 fén.

- BE = 3 A 25 9,
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Ji shi nian yigian, yi fen gian kéyi mai wu ke tang.

- JU & Lr, — g0 & el K BB,

=. 7%
“Fénzhong” zé bidoshi shijian duan.
“Ir R L= N 1 B8
“Fen zhong” is used to describe a period of time.
For example:
Cong zhéli zéudao yinhang zhiyao 15 fénzhong.

- A XH ER T HE 15 08,

W6 kuai dao le, déngwo 5 fénzhong.

- W BT, %F IS5 b

ji dudshao
JLVS &4

how many /how much

—.
“J1” zai xanwen shuliang shi, yiban yong lai xinwen shi yixia de shu,
1. 9 &£ W HE O, 8 M ok aR A+ LUT B
érgié “ ji ” houmian yiban yao dai liangci.
mHE I JEm ke #E A EiE,
“Ii” is often used to ask about a quantity or number below ten. It is normally followed

by a measure word.
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Pattern: JL+ Measure Word+ Noun
For example:
Jintian you ji ge rén méi lai shang ban?

- SX BN ARRX £ B2

Nikanle ji bén sha?

- REBBTILAB?

Nimen jia you ji kdu rén?

- TR AL HAN?

Xuanwen shi jian dian shi, yao yong “ji ”, bu néng yong “dudshao”.
2. W MEoS K, 2EOR L, OA B o 2

“" =¥ n

When asking the time, it should use “ji”, not “duoshao”.
For example:

Xianzai ji dian?
-A: WAE L A2

San dian.

“Ji "hai kéyi yong zai chénshuju zhong, bidoshi bu quéding de shuliang.
3. YJL” ik HLLH fE RidA F, Fs A hE B MR
“Ji” can also be used in declarative sentences to express a small number of
people/things.
For example:
Wanshang wo lai chao ji ge cai.

- HE B ook B LA
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Jintian wo kan le ji bu hén bucud de dianying.

AR ORE T L MR RE M M.

Yéye hé le ji béijit lian jiu hdéng le.

- FF e 7 OJLM Wl B s a4 T,

=. %
“Dudshao” tongchang yong yu xunwen da yu 10 de shuliang,
1. “Z W M WwE K F101 HE
houmian de liangci kéyi shénglué.
Jai /o &EiE AL A,
“Duoshao” is used to ask numbers or quantities more than 10, the measure words after
can be omitted.
Pattern: #%/b+ ( Measure Word ) + Noun
For example:
Ni you dudshao (zhi) bi?

- I} A 2 () ®?

Ni quguo dudshao (ge) gudgjia?

- IR EE 24 (D) Hx?

Nimen ban yéu dudshao (ge) nhanshéng?

SR B F 2 () B

” YN

Xunweén dianhua haoma shi yao yong “dud shao”, bu yong” ji”.
2. WE I S om = A A A ML,

)

When asking or a phone number, we use “duo shao”, not “ji”.
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Ni de dianhua haoma shi duoshao?

- RO omIE SR 2 20

Xunwen jiagian shi, women yao yong “duoshao”, bu yong “ji ”.
3. mE Mgk m, FADO®E A A, A L
When asking for the price, we use “duoshao”.

Zhé ge dudshao gian?

S A B e

er liang
— VS

two

Yong yu bidoshi shuzi, xuhao, haoma shi, women yao yong “ ér ”.
LH T Fx &= F5. S o, FOD E# OH "

“"

Er” is usually used to indicate numbers, serial numbers, or phone numbers.
For example:

ershi’er, dieér, 0732
—_+=, L 0732

Erzi zhé ci kdoshi dé le di &r ming.

L Xk B AT H A
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W0 de dianhua haoma shi 073225431.
¥} HiE 59 2 073225431,

Danshi jiao da de shu (gian, wan, yi) bu néng yong “ ér”.
2. B2 B OK BB (T A1) A~ e MO

But when used with large numbers such as thousand, million, billion etc, we can not use

" oA n

er".
ergian érwan eryi x

N ] —f¢ x

“ Er” k&yi zhijié fangzai yixié mingci gian, bigoshi di ér.
3. "7 \ILA HEE RE L Zi§ di,  For OB L
“Er” can be placed before some nouns directly to express the second.
For example:
er yue, er lou, er ban

— A, = %, g

W6 jia zai er 16u.

- R &

W0 zai san nianji er ban du sha.

'%‘Z Tzﬁzé&:ﬂf -ig&:’:':-l;o

—. H
Zai liangci gian huo yixié kéyi zuo liangci dé mingci gian women yiban yong “ liang ”.
178 &1 A s £ mIlA i EiE W #iE A el s e
“Liang " is usually used before measure words or some nouns that can be used as

measure words.
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For example:
liang béi shui, liang ge mianbao, liang tian, liang nian

moR K, m A HE, [ [

W4 jintian zaoshang chi le lidang ge mianbao.

- X SRk RE w7 A .

Ta lai Zhonggud yijing liang nian le.

- ftt R HE 2% W FE T,

“ Liang ” hai kéyi yong zai “ bai, gian, wan "déng jiao da de shuzi gian mian.
2% HLLHE A, T, & BOR K E AT,
“Liang ” can be used before large numbers, such as “hundred”, “thousand”, “ten thousand”,
etc.
For example:
liang bai, liang gian, liang wan

W H, [ W

Zhe jian yifu  zhiyao liang bai kuai .

- XfF KRR RE W T B

Ni kéyi jie wo liang gian kuai ma?

- R EILL f T M T B g

https://www.everydaychinese.com 9



