Shedding New Light on an Ancient Festival - based on a shiur by R. Ari Kahn

Source 1: Maoz Tsur - sung after the lighting of the candles
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Source 2: Talmud Shabbat 21a
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled on
Hanukkah? The Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat Ta anit: On
the twenty-fifth of Kislev, the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not
eulogize on them and one may not fast on them. What is the reason? When
the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all the oils that were in the
Sanctuary by touching them. And when the Hasmonean monarchy
overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they searched and
found only one cruse of oil that was placed with the seal of the High
Priest, undisturbed by the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there to
light the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle occurred and they lit
the candelabrum from it eight days. The next year the Sages instituted
those days and made them holidays with recitation of hallel and special
thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.



Source 3: The Aftermath of the Chanukah Story - My Jewish Learning

In 142 BCE, Simon, the last survivor of the Maccabee brothers, was recognized as high
priest and political leader by his own people. He severed bonds of allegiance to the
Syrian rulers, got the Greek garrison out of Jerusalem, and began to mint his own coins,
the first ever by a Jewish state. He was succeeded by his son John Hyrcanus, who
established the Hasmonean dynasty.

Taking control of the kingship violated the people’s trust because it transgressed Torah:
The Bible stipulates ( Genesis 49:10 ) that the kingship should always rest in the tribe of
Yehudah (descendants of Jacob’s son Judah), as it did once David’s line was established.
It was to be separated from the priesthood, which comes out of the tribe of Levi (from
which Aaron descended [ Numbers 3:6-9 ]), to balance the secular and the spiritual. The
Hasmoneans, though Kohanim of the tribe of Levi, were not in line for the high
priesthood or for political leadership, which they usurped. [This is the author’s
interpretation of events.]

What began in glory ended in ignominy. The nine Hasmonean rulers to be recognized
by the Roman senate engaged in the same political intrigues, self- aggrandizement, and
bloodshed as the previous regime. When two brothers who were not eligible claimed
the kingship, they called on a representative of Rome to arbitrate. Foolishly repeating
the mistake of the Hellenized Jews, the contending brothers opened the door to the
Roman conquest, which ended their rule (when Herod killed the last of them) after just
103 years and ended Jewish sovereignty in Israel for almost 2,000 years.

Source 4: Sefer Yuchsin
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And they performed a dedication of the mizbeach/altar on the 25™ of
Kislev. They reinstated the showbreads and lit the candles - and a great
miracle occurred with the oil as our rabbis received by tradition....and they
praised God for eight days.

What’s the emphasis here?
What was the focus of the celebration at that time?



https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.49.10?lang=he-en
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.3.6-9?lang=he-en

Source 5: Shemot Ch. 40
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40:32 They would wash [in this manner] whenever they came to the Communion Tent or
offered sacrifice on the altar. [It was all done] as God had commanded Moses.

40:33 He set up the enclosure surrounding the tabernacle and altar, and he placed the drape
over the enclosure's entrance. With this, Moses completed all the work.

40:34 The cloud covered the Communion Tent, and God's glory filled the Tabernacle.
40:35 Moses could not come into the Communion Tent, since the cloud had rested on it, and
God's glory filled the Tabernacle.

40:36 [Later], when the cloud would rise up from the Tabernacle, it [would be a signal] for the
Israelites to move on, [and this was true] in all their travels.

40:37 Whenever the cloud did not rise, they would not move on, [waiting] until the day it did.

40:38 God's cloud would then remain on the Tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night. This
was visible to the entire family of Israel, in all their travels.

Source 6: Divrei HaYamim (Chronicles) 2, Ch. 7
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1. When Solomon finished praying, fire descended from heaven and consumed the
burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the House.

2. The priests could not enter the House of the LORD, for the glory of the LORD
filled the House of the LORD.

3. All the Israelites witnessed the descent of the fire and the glory of the LORD on
the House; they knelt with their faces to the ground and prostrated themselves,
praising the LORD, “For He is good, for His steadfast love is eternal.”

4. Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD. King
Solomon offered as sacrifices 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep; thus the king and
all the people dedicated the House of God.

9. On the eighth day they held a solemn gathering; they observed the dedication
of the altar seven days, and the Feast seven days.


http://www.bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?ACTION=displaypage&BOOK=2&CHAPTER=40#C1974
http://www.bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?ACTION=displaypage&BOOK=2&CHAPTER=40#C1975

Source 8: Sefer Ezra Ch. 6
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15 The house was finished on the third of the month of Adar in the sixth year of
the reign of King Darius. 16 The Israelites, the priests, and the Levites, and all the
other exiles celebrated the dedication of the House of God with joy. 17 And they
sacrificed for the dedication of this House of God one hundred bulls, two hundred
rams, four hundred lambs, and twelve goats as a purification offering for all of
Israel, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 They appointed the
priests in their courses and the Levites in their divisions for the service of God in
Jerusalem, according to the prescription in the Book of Moses. 19 The returned
exiles celebrated the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month, 20 for the
priests and Levites had purified themselves to a man; they were all pure. They
slaughtered the passover offering for all the returned exiles, and for their brother
priests and for themselves. 21 The children of Israel who had returned from the
exile, together with all who joined them in separating themselves from the
uncleanliness of the nations of the lands to worship the LORD God of Israel, ate of
it. 22 They joyfully celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days, for
the LORD had given them cause for joy by inclining the heart of the Assyrian king
toward them so as to give them support in the work of the House of God, the God
of Israel.

Source 9: Ezra Ch. 3
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10 When the builders had laid the foundation of the Temple of the LORD, priests in their
vestments with trumpets, and Levites sons of Asaph with cymbals were stationed to give
praise to the LORD, as King David of Israel had ordained. 11 They sang songs extolling and
praising the LORD, “For He is good, His steadfast love for Israel is eternal.” All the people



raised a great shout extolling the LORD because the foundation of the House of the LORD
had been laid. 12 Many of the priests and Levites and the chiefs of the clans, the old
men who had seen the first house, wept loudly at the sight of the founding of this
house. Many others shouted joyously at the top of their voices. 13 The people could
not distinguish the shouts of joy from the people’s weeping, for the people raised a
great shout, the sound of which could be heard from afar.

Source 10: Rishimat Shiurim - R. Soloveitchik - Masechet Succah 48b
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It seems that the mizbeach is different than all of the other vessels in the
Mikdash, because during Bayit Sheni, there was a Mikdash without the Holy
Ark. It seems from this that the other vessels - aside from the external altar
- are not essential for the kashrut of the Mikdash. When the mizbeach is
abbet, the essential sanctity and kashrut of the Mikdash is blemished....

Source 11: Midrash Bereishit Rabba
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Rabbi Levi said: "It is written: "They observed the dedication of the altar
seven days, and the Feast seven days (2 Chronicles 7:9)": do you not have
seven days before the festival which had among them Shabbat and Yom


/II_Chronicles.7.9

Kippur, and Israel was drinking, eating, rejoicing, and lighting lights for
seven days? And finally they returned and felt upset about the matter.
They said: "You will say that in our hands is a sin because we desecrated
Shabbat and did not fast on Yom Kippur”. And so to pacify them that the
Holy One, blessed be He, was pleased with their deeds, he emitted a
divine voice that said to them: "All of you are from the children of the
World to Come", and the later blessing was greater than the first, as it is
said: "and went to their homes, joyful and glad of heart (1 Kings 8:66)". Rabbi
Yitzchak said: ""Joyful" because they found their wives pure, and "glad of
heart" because they became pregnant with males". Rabbi Levi said: "He
emitted a divine voice that said to them: "All of you are from the children of
the World to Come". And another interpreted that thus it is written: "She
went away (2 Kings 4:5)". Teaching what does it say: "She came and told the
man of God (2 Kings 4:7)"? Rather "and the oil stopped (2 Kings 4:6)"
because the 0il was more valuable, and she came to ask if she should sell
or not sell. The later blessing was greater than the first: "And you and your
children can live on the rest (2 Kings 4:7)": until the dead live.

Source 12: Book of Maccabees 2 Ch. 10:5-8
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*They rededicated the Temple on the twenty-fifth day of the month of
Kislev, the same day of the same month on which the Temple had been
desecrated by the Gentiles.®* The happy celebration lasted eight days, like
the Festival of Shelters, and the people remembered how only a short time
before, they had spent the Festival of Shelters wandering like wild
animals in the mountains and living in caves.’But now, carrying green
palm branches and sticks decorated with ivy, they paraded around,
singing grateful praises to him who had brought about the purification

of his own Temple. ® Everyone agreed that the entire Jewish nation should
celebrate this festival each year.
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Source 13: Peskta Rabtai 6
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Source 14: Commentary of the Vilna Gaon on Shir HaShirim Ch. 1
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... Sukkot commemorates the clouds of Glory, which depended on the
building of the Mishkan, and it is written, "And the people brought."” This
answers the question that has been asked: Why do we build sukkot in Tishrei?
Inasmuch as they correspond to the clouds of Glory, it would have appropriate to
build them in Nissan, because it was in Nissan that the clouds first appeared. It
seems, however, that when they made the [golden] calf, the clouds disappeared,
after which they did not return until the work on
the Mishkan commenced. Moshe descended [from Mount Sinai] on Yom Kippur,
and on the day after Yom Kippur "Moshe assembled" (Si2emor 35:1) [the people]
and commanded [them] about the building of the Mishkan. This was on the
11*® of Tishrei. And it is written: "And the people brought in the morning in the
morning (ba-boker ba-boker)" - another two days, bringing us to the 13" of
Tishrei. And on the 14™ of Tishrei, every wise man of heart took the gold from
Moshe, and on the 15" they began to work. It was then that the clouds of Glory
returned, and for this reason we observe Sukkot on the 15" of Tishrei.

Rav Yitzchak Levy: According to the Vilna Ga'on, the actual building of
the Mishkan began on the 15" of Tishrei, and led to the return of the clouds of Glory,
which had disappeared in the wake of the sin of the golden calf and returned now with the
beginning of the construction of the Mishkan. This corresponds to the resting of
the Shekhina in a cloud on Mount Sinai before the giving of the Torah. According to the
Vilna Ga'on, there is an essential connection between the building of the Mishkan and the
festival of Sukkot, which according to one opinion commemorates the clouds of Glory; as
such, the sukka parallels the Mishkan.

Source 15: Shemot Ch. 23
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Source 16: Shemot Ch. 34
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Source 17: Devarim Ch. 16
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Source 18: Meshech Chochma commentary on Shemot Ch. 23

The holiday changes its name!
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Source 19: Vayikra Ch. 16
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Source 20: Customs of the Maharil - Hilchot Succot

Mahari Segal said that he saw his teacher mark the walls of the
Succah a-b-c so that the order of the Succah’s walls would not be altered

from year to year

Source 21: Commentary of Shla on Masechet Chulin
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% Why is there a crown/atara on the Talit?

7

++ The connection to marking the walls of the Succah

¢ What is the connection to the marking/designation of the beams of the Mishkan?
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Source 22 : Talmud Succah 51a & 53a

MISHNA: One who did not see the Celebration of the Place of the Drawing
of the Water never saw celebration in his days. This was the sequence of
events: At the conclusion of the first Festival day the priests and the Levites
descended from the Israelites’ courtyard to the Women'’s Courtyard, where
they would introduce a significant repair, as the Gemara will explain. There
were golden candelabra atop poles there in the courtyard. And there were
four basins made of gold at the top of each candelabrum. And there were four
ladders for each and every pole and there were four children from the
priesthood trainees, and in their hands were pitchers with a capacity of 120
log of oil that they would pour into each and every basin. From the worn
trousers of the priests and their belts they would loosen and tear strips to
use as wicks, and with them they would light the candelabra. And the light
from the candelabra was so bright that there was not a courtyard in
Jerusalem that was not illuminated from the light of the Place of the
Drawing of the Water. The pious and the men of action would dance before
the people who attended the celebration, with flaming torches that they
would juggle in their hands, and they would say before them passages of
song and praise to God. And the Levites would play on lyres, harps, cymbals,
and trumpets, and countless other musical instruments. The musicians
would stand on the fifteen stairs that descend from the Israelites’
courtyard to the Women’s Courtyard, corresponding to the fifteen Songs of
the Ascents in Psalms, i.e., chapters 120-134, and upon which the Levites
stand with musical instruments and recite their song.
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§ It is taught in a baraita: They said about Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel that when he would rejoice at the Celebration of the Place of
the Drawing of the Water, he would take eight flaming torches and
toss one and catch another, juggling them, and, though all were in the
air at the same time, they would not touch each other. And when he
would prostrate himself, he would insert his two thumbs into the
ground, and bow, and kiss the floor of the courtyard and straighten,
and there was not any other creature that could do that due to the
extreme difficulty involved. And this was the form of bowing called
kidda performed by the High Priest.

Source 23: Talmud Shabbat 21b

The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each day to have a
light kindled by a person, the head of the household, for himself and his household.
And the mehadrin, i.e., those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot,
kindle a light for each and every one in the household. And the mehadrin min
hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, adjust the number of lights daily. Beit
Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree as to the nature of that adjustment. Beit Shammai
say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually
decreases the number of lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one
light. And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on,
gradually increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight
lights.

Ulla said: There were two amora’ imin the West, Eretz Yisrael, who disagreed with
regard to this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said
that the reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds
to the incoming days, i.e., the future. On the first day, eight days remain in
Hanukkah, one kindles eight lights, and on the second day seven days remain, one
kindles seven, etc. The reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is that the number of lights
corresponds to the outgoing days. Each day, the number of lights corresponds to the
number of the days of Hanukkah that were already observed. And one said that the
reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the
bulls of the festival of Sukkot: Thirteen were sacrificed on the first day and each
succeeding day one fewer was sacrificed (Numbers 29:12-31). The reason for Beit
Hillel’s opinion is that the number of lights is based on the principle: One elevates
to a higher level in matters of sanctity and one does not downgrade. Therefore, if
the objective is to have the number of lights correspond to the number of days, there
is no alternative to increasing their number with the passing of each day.
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