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The Korean Alphabet System: $+= Han 'Geul

I. Consonants & Vowels

1. Initial Consonants: The following 19 consonants can be placed in the initial position
(represented with C on the next page) in the syllabic construction:

] 11 . | LC = I = HH

[g] [gg] [n] [d] [dd] [1, r] | [m] [b,v] [bb]
[tense gl [tense t] [tense pl]

AN %% O« | A AR B2 —1 |= AVA K<}

[s, shl | [ss] No [j] [jj] [ch] (k] [t] [p: f1 | [h]
[tense s] | sound [tense
value j, tch]

*When the consonant © is placed in the final position in the syllabic construction, it has the
sound value of [ng].

2. Vowels: There are 21 vowels, represented with V, V', and V' on the next page.

= (V):These vowels are written on the right of a consonant:

[ N I I | I I B |

[ah] [ae] [yah] | [vae] [uh] [eh] [yuh] [veh] [ee]

= (V'):Theses vowel are written beneath a consonant:

Lo | T

[oh] [vo] [00] [yoo] [ _ ]
[as in
bristle ]
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(V™) : The first component of the compound vowel is written beneath a consonant and

the other component on the right side.

sy

Wl

Y ()

LGRS

Al )

[wah]

[wae]

[weh]

[wuh]

[wooeh]

T (T )

-

[wee]

[_ee]

3. Final Consonants: The following consonants can come in the final position in the syllabic

construction. There are 16 single consonant and 11 double consonants, represented with C
on the next page. The consonants in the parentheses can only come in the final position, and
never in the initial position in the syllabic construction.

10 T
L. L
C. -
= . =
| I
H. d

171

(1)
() (15)

Ex> &t}

(e1) (=m) (en) (er) (2€) (w1) (28)

(21)

Ex> ©; (o) &2t )

Ex> =gt =, (8o} 75 8t

(en)
(un) (=)

Ex> v}, ()

etth)

Ex> H (30

ok (eith)

Ex> 7+ Z
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AN X (/) (Br) (Br)
Ex> ol &tk (ks 7k gith)

O:.: O Eodzz; g%
R R (WK)  Ex> 2tk (orth

= . N Ex> =&
Ex> F¢
E. E (2) po 3 (@)

ST 3 (L) Ex> 9 leaf; (&)

5. & (W) 5o =uh (29 &)
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I1. Syllabic Construction

C = Consonant
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V= Vowel

Cc \V
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IT1. Writing: Syllables in the Consonant-Vowel Construction

VC 7w | te] 2| | 8| vl Al R O K| AKX x| 3| E

the syllabic construction in which a vowel is written on the right of a consonant:

S R = = A = = ) B R I B ) R

the syllabic construction in which a vowel is written beneath a consonant:

=3 RF

the syllabic construction in which the first component of a compound vowel is written beneath a consonant and the other
component to the right of the consonant:

1}
]
1]
™
A
ﬂ
]

H
|
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IV. Writing: Syllables in the Consonant-Vowel-Consonant construction

Direction: Construct a syllable by combining a consonant and a vowel followed by the adjacent consonant in the
final position. Remember, not all consonants can appear in the final position. If the adjacent consonant is one of
those consonants, then just write the syllable in the consonant-vowel construction. A few are done as examples.

ClalT vl || 2| g 8|8l Al A O R| Ak x| 3| E| 32| &

1133.

T I = = o e =y T IR S

5

LE R F

B I

=5

L4
of,
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V. Writing Practice: Loan Words

Direction: Use the table below to romanize a few English words on the following page. Compare your
representation with the conventional representation on the last page.

< Consonant Sound > < Vowel Sound >
B H NG O ah F |yae | H
BB HH P 3L ae H yah ]:
CH |= R = ee ] lyeh |4
D o S A eh ] lyo |aL
DD T SH N oe H yoo | ]
G L SS A oh L. |yuh ﬂ
GG 7 T E 00 T
H 5 |V H uh s
N Z N wah J}
JJ AR M | wee | T|
K = N L weh | 1}
L = NG O wuh | T
M I T 1= wooeh | 7|
N = H ee |—
Z PN
NG O
P 3T
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TV pasta
café Hawaii
coffee Ohio
tie spaghetti
shirt Virginia
dress Louisiana
mouse Massachusetts
monitor North Dakota
New York restaurant
Burger King MacDonald
hamburger Starbucks
computer Connecticut
tuxedo California
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English 3= English 3=
v E] H] pasta a} 2~ E}
café 7} Hawaii 3} 9} o]
coffee Al Ohio Q 3}lo|
tie E}o| spaghetti 23} Al E]
shirt M= Virginia B 2] 1 o}
dress cY A~ Louisiana Fo] x| o L}
mouse o}~ Massachusetts I A} F= 4] =
monitor 24U North Dakota =2 thHE}
New York T restaurant B
Burger King 52 RA MacDonald LRSS )
hamburger S A Starbucks 2ERH ~
computer A3 Connecticut FYEA
tuxedo A = California 78 2] AL 1o}
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