
AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 1:
EXPLORATIONS IN CREATIVE READING + WRITING

The aim of this paper is to engage students in a creative text and inspire them to write
creatively themselves by:

● In section A, reading a literature fiction text in order to consider how established

writers use narrative and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of

readers.

● In section B, writing their own creative text, inspired by the topic that they have

responded to in section A to demonstrate their narrative and descriptive skills in

response to a written prompt, scenario or visual image.

The paper will assess in this sequence, AO1, AO2 and AO4 for reading, and AO5 and

AO6 for writing. Section A will be allocated 40 marks, and Section B will be allocated

40 marks to give an equal weighting to the reading and writing tasks.

SECTION A

The source for the reading questions will be a literature fiction text. It will be drawn

from either the 20th or 21st century. Its genre will be prose fiction. It will include

extracts from novels and short stories and focus on openings, endings, narrative

perspectives and points of view, narrative or descriptive passages, character,

atmospheric descriptions and other appropriate narrative and descriptive approaches.

SECTION B

As a stimulus for students’ own writing, there will be a choice of scenario, written

prompt or visual image that is related to the topic of the reading text in section A. The

scenario sets out a context for writing with a designated audience, purpose and form

that will differ to those specified on Paper 2.



TYPES OF CREATIVE WRITING:

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING: CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE

OR

NARRATIVE WRITING: STORY OR PART OF A STORY
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