
August Teaching SeriesDEFINITIONS
OF BASIC TERMS

(The main source for the following is lexico.com, a publication of Oxford English Dictionary.)

Sex
1) “Sexual activity, including specifically sexual intercourse.” 

2) “Either of the two main categories (male or female) into which humans and  
  most other living things are divided on the basis of their reproductive functions.” 

Gender
1) “Either of the two sexes (male and female), especially when considered with    
  reference to social and cultural differences rather than biological ones.”

  “The term is also used more broadly to denote a range of identities     
  that do not correspond to established ideas of male and female.” 

2) “In languages… each of the classes of nouns and pronouns distinguished by  
  the different inflections they have and require in words syntactically associated   
  with them.” Origin: Late Middle English from Old French gendre (modern genre),  
  based on Latin genus, ‘birth, family, nation’. The earliest meanings were ‘kind, sort, 
  genus’ and ‘type or class of noun,’ etc. 

Sexuality
1) Capacity for sexual feelings.

 1.1)   A person’s identity in relation to the gender or genders to which they are 
         typically attracted; sexual orientation.
 1.2)   Sexual activity.

2) The quality or state of being sexual. (source: Merriam-Webster.com)

3) Sexual character; possession of the structural and functional traits of sex.  
 (Dictionary.com)

Notes on Definitions:
- We will define more terms throughout the sessions.
- Note that definitions and terminology change and evolve according to actual usage.
- Not all changes of terminology are neutral; they are sometimes intentionally  
 advocated to advance particular ideas.



FOUNDATIONAL 
SCRIPTURES

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;  
male and female he created them. - Genesis 1:27

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh. - Genesis 2:24

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for correction, for reproof, 
and for training in righteousness. - 2 Timothy 3:16

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. - John 8:31-32
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RESOURCES
WEEK 1 |  Beautifully Created: The Truth about our Bodies

Love Thy Body 
Nancy R. Pearcey

Theology of the Body
Christopher West

The Magnificent Story
James Bryan Smith

Embodied
Preston Sprinkle

For the Body
Timothy C. Tennent

The Rise and Triumph 
of the Modern Self
Carl R. Trueman




