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WHEN we hear the word ‘Facebook,’ the initial reaction 
is that of  social networking and the distractions associated 
with it. But every technology brings in its wake “positives,” 
which can be leveraged to our advantage. To succeed in  
the 21st century we need critical 
thinking, complex problem solv-
ing, and information network-
ing. Facebook provides us 
with ways to collaborate 
and learn. Use these for 
your traction, and you can 
lead a more productive life.
Whether we like it or not, 
Facebook is where today’s 
youth live.  Here are some of  
the ways it can be used creatively 
for improving collaborative learning:
•	 Students	can	review	books	they	are	reading	and	post	it	
for	the	benefit	of 	others.

•	 Kids	can	take	turns	in	sharing	current	affairs	informa-
tion with the rest of  the class.

•	 Brainstorming	a	new	topic	each	week	can	bring	in	new	
ideas, critical thinking, and collaborative learning.

“Teachers, Please use Facebook
For learning”

•	 Students	 must	 create	 “Do’s	 and	 Don’ts”	 on	 social	
media etiquette.

One of  the schools used Facebook to engage their 
students to learn periodic table in chemistry. The kids 
were	first	asked	to	study	the	characteristics	and	attributes	

of  each element in the table. They were asked which 
elements’ attributes most closely aligned to their 

personal characteristics. Then, they made a Page for 
that element. Thereafter, they moved to become 
“friends” with other elements in alignment with 
their elements’ attributes.

Key Note:	 Social	 media,	 can	 be	 used	 to	 our	
advantage. When creating the groups ensure you 

lay the rules of  the group, get parents consent, 
educate students on “pros and cons” of  the social 
media and monitor the happenings in the group on 
an active basis. 

Call to action: What is that one thing you can do 
to improve learning in your class?  What is the next 
immediate step you can take for that and when?

By Sudha Athreya. A civil engineer; she is into designing careers

Twenty years ago, in 1999, in an article for a magazine.  I had argued that the third millennium 
does	not	begin	in	2000	but	in	2001	because	there	is	nothing	like	year	0.	Hence	the	first	1000	
years	ends	in	1000	AD.	Much	the	same	way	I	am	not	too	sure	if 	 it	 is	right	to	say	that	the	
third decade begins in 2020. Logically, should it not be 2021? Ha, sometimes practice takes 
precedence over logic.  

WHAT does the word ‘wheelchair’ 
mean	 to	 you?	 Do	 you	 associate	 the	
term with loss, limitation, or pity, or 
fear, or restriction? Here is the journey 
of 	Sue	Austin	who	went	on	to	change	this	idea	of 	the	
wheelchair into something exciting.

Sue	had	to	use	the	wheelchair	due	to	extended	illness.	
It gave her a sense of  freedom, when she could whiz 
around in her new toy. But a part of  her internalized 
the responses of  others and changed her outlook 
to life. It was then she realised she had to make her 
stories to reclaim herself. 

When she began to dive, in 2005, she realized scuba 
gear extends your range of  activity in the same way 
as a wheelchair does, but the associations attached to 

DeeP sea DiVing 
on a Wheelchair

scuba gear are ones of  excitement and 
adventure, very different to people’s 
responses	 to	 the	 wheelchair.	 So	 she	
thought, “I wonder what’ll happen if   

I put the two together?” And this has resulted has 
taken her on the most amazing journey over the last 
seven years. 
People could relate to it and said,” If  she can do that, 
I can do anything.” 
Inspiration: Discover	 the	 joy	 of 	 seeing	 the	 world	
from new perspectives. Your only limit is your 
imagination. 
View the inspirational story here:  
https://www.ted.com/talks/sue_austin_deep_sea_diving_
in_a_wheelchair
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PAST WEEKS the one word that keeps buzzing 
around throughout the world is CORONA VIRUS. 
There is a need to understand the impact of  this on 
the education system. With all schools shut down, 
the question is what does a student do that time? 
Technology is the answer. Homeschooling might be 
an answer, but it isn’t prevalent much outside of  the 
Unites States.

CAN STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM 
TECHNOLOGY AT HOME? 

The answer is Yes and No. Children often use the 
devices say a computer or a Tablet to play, watch 
fun content. We have seen the advent of  learning 
applications like BIJU’s, Edmodo, Seesaw, Classdojo 

etc; and bound to see more. Parents have started to 
move from the traditional after school tutoring to 
these mobile applications which is laudable.

GOOGLE CLASSROOMS:

•	 In 2019 Google announced that its Chromebooks 
have been used by 30 million students and educators 
worldwide while the Google Classroom program 
now has 40 million users.

•	 Google’s G Suite for Education has reached 80 
million users since it first debuted back in 2006.

•	 It includes popular web-based productivity tools 
such as Gmail, Google Drive, Docs, Sheets, and 
Slides, as well as Calendar, Jamboard, and Hangouts 
Meet.

•	 40 million students and educators rely on Google 
Classroom to stay organized and support creative 
teaching techniques.

•	 In May 2018, Google shared that the tool for 
starting classroom discussions had 25 million users, 
reports 9to5Google. Since then, the company has 
added a number of  features such as Stream redesign 
and the Google Material Theme.

TECHnology to the ResCUE

There is also a flip side to this story, what about the 
homes who cannot afford to have this technology at 
home, below the poverty line. Does a country like India 
have amenities to make this available to all classes of  
people?

Yes, we aren’t far behind. 

•	 Back in 2018, 133 teachers of  13 Zilla Parishad (ZP) 
Schools, were trained in Google Classroom.

•	 The 13 ZP schools are following the new Maharashtra 
International Education Board (MIEB) started by 
the state education ministry since June.

•	 The state had started this project on a pilot basis in 
13 schools, which will have this board for Class 4.

•	 100 schools had been selected which can register 
online to adopt this board. Basis of  selection was if  
they fall under at Zilla Parishad (ZP), Nagar Palika 
or Municipal Corporation, aided and self  financed 
schools

This is just one example from India, and use of  one 
technological tool. 

If  the current lockdown continues for a larger span of  
time, it requires a major change in delivery on part of  
schools.

A time of  crisis is also an opportunity for all education 
systems to look into the future, adjust to possible 
threats, and build their capacity. 

We have enormous potential for this to happen 
regardless of  COVID 19 if  we only took that cue and 
took a step forward.

By CA  SNEHA SUBRAMANIAM

“In order to create an engaging learning experience, the role of 

instructor is optional, but the role of learner is essential.” 

- Bernard Bull


