Pasture Condition Scoresheet— Cornell Small Farms Program 2016

Farm Name

wellspring

Fovest

FW‘M

Date

Paddock Description

vpland = drw  hillw

Paddock number

Y/3/1 (-
’_gf

Current Years Precipitation (check one) |Abuve Mormat

iNormal

Below Normal

Evaluate the site and rate each indicator based. upon your observations. Scores for each indicat
: ' ' potnts. . Sum the weighted points to determine overal

ar may range from 110 5.
| CSP pasture conditiont scare.

Multiply the points x the weight ta get weighted

IndicatoriVeight

1 Points

2 Point

3 Points

4 Point

5 Points

Wid.
Pts.,

Percent Desirable
Plants
10%

Desirable spacies <20% of stand|
Annual weeds andfor woody nor}
desirable Invasives are dominant

Desirable species 20-40% of stand|
Mostly weedy arnuals and/or
woody Hwasives present and
expanding. Shada is & laclor.

I

Desimble spocies 40-60% of stand

Waeeds and annual non dasimble

waady grasses invading. Some
woody species invading

=3
§0-80% of plant community are
dasimble spacies. Remainder
mostly intermedistes and & fow
undesirahles are prasent

Desirable species exceed 80% of

planl communily with scaltered

inlermediates. Mo undssirables
present,

3.2

Live Plant Cover
16%

Canopy: <50% Photosynthatic
area is very low, Very itia plant
cover to slow or stop runof

Canopy: 50-70% Pholosynthatic
aree is low. Runclf is fast due lo
low plant cover.

Canopy: 70-30% Most foreges arg
grazed close, with little leaf ataa 1o
intercept sunfight. Runoff is
moderate due Lo moderala plant
cover.

Canopy: 90-95% Spot grazed so
thera is some loss of

photosynthelic potential. Runoff ig

low due to good plant cover,

Canagy: 95-100% Forages are
meintzined in kealy condition for
besl phatosynthatic activity
Standa are very thick stand with
slow or no runoif Nows.

39

Plant diversity
10%

Ona dominant {>75% of DM wi.}
foraga species is present  Or,
over 5 forage species ang pressnt]
{all < 20%] from § dominant
functional group, nol evanly
grazed - poorly distributed.

13
Twe to five forage species are
present from 1 dominant functional
group (> 75% of DM wt). Al least
one avoided by livestock and
mature ssedstalks are displayed.
Species in palches.

Three forage species are present
{each & 20% of DM wi} from 1
funchional group. Mone are
avoided. Or, ona forage spactes
each from two functional groups,
bath supply 25-50% of OM wt

Threa o four forege species.
representing 2 functional groups
e present are present {each =
20% of DM wt} with at least ona

Four to five forage species
representing thrae functional
groups {each 20% of DM wt) with
at lsast ong being a legume

being @ fequma, Well inte |
campalible growth habit, and

wel,
growth hehit, and comparable

l/('g/ 19
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%

Plant Residue {organic
material covering soil)
%

)
Ground cover. Ho dead |88Ves of
stems present on soil surface. O
heavy thateh is evident {>1 inch).

Ground wva?f-:&. is covered|
with dead lsaves or stems. Gr,
thateh is 0.5 inch to 1 inch Lhick

Ground cover. 10-20% s covered
with deed leaves or stems. Or,
thets is stight thatoh buildup but

<05 inch

Ground cover. There is 20-30%
covared with dead leaves or slemg
but there is no thatch presant.

Ground cover. 30-70% is cavered|
with dead feaves or stems, bul
thara is no thatch buildup.

Plant Vigor
20%

Thera is no recovary after grezing
Mora than 80% of plants are pale
yellow or brown, or parmanenlly

wilted, or lost dua 4o inseols or
disense. Yiekls are regularly mors!
than 30% balow site polential; or
there is kodged, dark green ovarly|
lush foraga, often avoided by
grazers.

Recovery alter grazing takes 2 or
rmore waaks longer then normal,
or §0% to B0% of plants are
yellowlsh green leaves, or there is
major insest or disease yield loss,
or piants are wiltad most of day.
Productivily is very low, 20-30%
below site potential.

[

Recowery sfler grazing tekes 1
wask lenger than normal, or the
urinefdung palches are dark green|
in contrast 1o resl of plants, or
there is minor inssct or disease
loss or mid-gay plant wilting.
Yialds are regularly 10-20% below|
sita potantial.

>

Recovery efier gmzing tekes 1 o
2 days longer than narmal; 50 to
B0 % of plants appear hurgid and
of naturel green for the crop, or
there is minor insec or dissase
damage. No plan! are wiling,
Yields sre near sita potential

Repid recovery efter grazing. Mord
than &0% of the plants sppear
rgid and of natural green color fof
the crop. There are no signs of
Insect o disease damage. Yislds
ara neer the polential for
the speties. adapled to the site’s
sail and gfimate. Dasirble plants
appeer very compatitive.

Parcent Legume
5%

C3: lzgumes are < 10% by wt
Or, greatar » §0%. W8 5%
lsgumes by wi., Or, > 60 %.

CS: 10-19% legumes. O, losing
grass, 40-60% spreeding lagume.
WS: 5-9% legumes Or, lesing
graes, 40-60% epreading legume..|

*3

€8: 20-20% legumes,
10-18% legumas.

Ws:

Yys

81 30-39% legumes.
20-28% lagumas.

ws:

©3: 40 - 60% legumes. Mo grasa
loss; grass may ba increasing.

WS: 30-40% legumes. Mo grass
loss; grass may be increasing.

" Unitermity of -
- Use
7%

Litda-grared patches cover over
50% of the pasture. Mosaic
pattern found throughaut pasture
or idanlifisble areas of pasture
avoidad,

Litde-grazed patches cover 30-
50% of the pasturae either ina
mosalc pattern or obvious portion
is not fraquentad.

Littlegrazed paiches cover 20-
30% of the pasture aither in 2
mosale pattern or obvious partion
is not frequenied,

Litﬁai% éhc‘ris oF minor

spota cover 10-20% of the pasture|

wharte isolaled forage species are|

rejectad. Urina and dung patches
sra aveided.

<

Refecled areas cover 10% or less|
of the pasture only at urine and
dung patches.

Livestock
Concentration
Areas
0% ..

Cover >10% of the pasture; or ali
. convey contaminated funoff
diraclly into water channsls.

Livestock cone. areas end trails
covar §5-10% of pasture; most
close to water channels and drain
inla them unbuffersd.

Isolated liveslock cone. arsas and|
frails cover 3-5% of ares; one
closa to weter channel and drains

Some I%sdk Fralls and one of

fwo amell concenbation areas
cover <3% of the pasture. Buffer
areas are betwaen therm and
waler channels.

No presance of Iivestock
canoentration reas. Areas ere
wall sited, or treated o minimize

cantaminated runoff.

Soil Compaction
{Probe maoist s0il)
5%

Very hard to push probe into soil
without damaging the probs.
infilation capacity and surface
runoff severely efected by haavy
compaction. Expessive livastock
traffic kiling plents aver wide
areas.

Hard to push probe past
compasted layers. Livestuck trails)
commaen firughout the pasiura,

Oft-treil hoof prints common
Infiliration capacily is fowered and
surface runoff increased due to
large araas of bare ground and
dense compactian layer at
surface,

inlg it unbuflered.

Soil resigtant lo soil probe enlry at}
ene or mere depths within plow
depth. tnfilration capacity lowered
and surface runoff increased due
to plant cavar loss and saif
compaclion by livestock hooves.

Probe anlers slai eastly excepl al
rocks. There are scaltered signs
of livestock eils and hoo! prints,
confined to lanes or small, wat
areas. Infitretion capacity s
lowated and surface runcff is
increased due to reduced vegelal
coverfrelardanca

Probe enlers sol sesily. Sl is
friable and biological activily is
evident, especially around manLrey
piles. Infilration capacity and
surlace runoff are equal to that
axpected lor an ungrezed

meadow, nol effectad by ivestook
traflic.

Erosion
16%

Shest and ril erosion is active
throughout pesiure; rills are 3-8
inches deep al close intervals
andfor grazing terraceMes ate
close-spaced with some slope

Most sheat and rill erasion is
confimed lo steepest temain of urit,
well gafined ritls are 0.5-3 inches
deep at close intervals andror
grazing temacaties are progent,

Most sheet and rill erosion is

canfined lo heavy usa araas,
aspecially i loafing areas and
waler sites; rils ara §.5-2 inches
deep. Debris fans zre found at

N current formation of rills, There
ia some evidenca of past nill
formation, bul they ate grassad.
Beallored debris dams of iitter are
occasionally present

[+349

No evidence of curent formation
of sheel flow or rills.

Comments/Notes

slippage., down slopa edge.
Overall Pasture Condition Individual o e ; d
Score " Indicalor Score ntGhange Sugg Overall Pasture Condition Score = A_FO
45 to 50 5 No changes in management needed at this lime. /
3 4 or changes would enhance, do most beneficial _
025 2z feeds (mmediale management changes, high return [kely. ‘
10 t0 15 1 Major effort required in time, management and expense,

| herease
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Biological Monitoring Data - Basic

{Five needed per transect)

Praperty Wf”Sfon”{f) FD/ZQJ— Farrm Transect/Plot Number g

Date Lf/&!}u

1 «+ Soil Surface. Describe the nature
nature of the bulk of the soil surface
between plants. (Is it bare,capped,
broken, covered with litter, covered

with algae and lichen, hard, soft,
porous, efc.? Are their signs of soil
movement/erosion, such as pedestaling,
sittation in low points, etc?)

2. Animal Sign.  What signs of
animal life are present (small or large
animals, birds, insects, reptiles)?

3. Litter. i there is ltter present,
describe its quality/ condition {fresh,
old, or breaking down so it is hard

te distinguish where litter ends

and soil begins).

4. Perennial Grass Condition. If
perennial grasses present, describe
their condition. (Are they healthy,
mature, young, seedlings, dead/dying,
overrested, overgrazed?)

5. Grass Species. List grass species
in the plet if you know their names.

6. Other Plants. List or comment
on other non-grass plant species
present (lequmes, forbs, etc.).

7. Peints of Interest.  Note any
other points of interest, including
things that might not show well

in the photo.
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