The Birthright - for a Bowl of Soup ?

Source 1: Rav Yitzchak Arama (15" Century, Spain)
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A Dominican friar encountered R. Yosef on the road to Paris and said to him:
Your father Jacob was a thief, and there has been no usurer like him; for a single
bowl (of lentils) that was worth half a coin, he purchased the birthright which was
worth a thousand coins. (Sefer Yosef HaMekannei 16)
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Source 2: Bereishit Ch. 25
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25:29 Jacob was once simmering a stew, when Esau came home
exhausted from the field. 25:30 Esau said to Jacob, '‘Give me a
swallow of that red stuff! I'm famished!' (He was therefore given
the name Edom).

25:31 'First sell me your birthright,’ replied Jacob.
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25:32 'Here I'm about to die!' exclaimed Esau. 'What good is a
birthright to me?’

25:33 'Make an oath to me right now,' said Jacob.

He made the oath, and sold his birthright to Jacob.
25:34Jacob then gave Esau bread and lentil stew. [Esau] ate it,
drank, got up and left. He thus rejected the birthright.

Source 3: Ibn Ezra
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Source 4: Rabbanit Sharon Rimon

Despite the simplicity of this explanation, it leaves us with a
great many questions. If it is money or honor that is at stake
here, why does Esav spurn the birthright; why is he so easily
induced to sell it? Furthermore, why do we not see, later on,
that Yaakov indeed received greater honor or more property?
And more fundamentally - is this what Yaakov was interested
in? Isthis an accurate portrayal of Yaakov - a profit-seeker who
exploits his brother's near-starvation to acquire status and
property for himself? Surely not: just one verse earlier he is
described as a "simple man dwelling in tents"!

Source 5a): Bereishit Ch. 25
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Source 5b) Rashi
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Source 6: Ibn Ezra
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Source 7: Footnote in AlTorah.org

The Torah describes Yaakov's independent wealth as emanating
from the fruits of his labor with Lavan's livestock, and in Bereshit
32:11, Yaakov even notes how he departed from his parents' home
empty-handed.



Source 8: Rav Shmuel David Luzatto (19** Century, Italy)
commenting on the theory that this was in Yaakov’s financial
interests:
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All of this is not possible, because we have seen that
Yaakov never told his father Yitzchak of this sale, because
he said (in the incident of receiving the bracha) “I am Esav
your first born” and Esav said, “I am your first born son
Esav”. If so, how did this trick help Yaakov if it never
became known to his father?
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Also, Esav never wrote him any type of document as proof
of the sale; there were no witnesses to the sale, the only
legal aspect being the oath that Esav took....
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I therefore say that all this sale involved was that Esav
swore that after his father’s death, he would permit
Yaakov to be manager of the family home; Yaakov
intentionally sought this out so that Esav could not evict
him from his home and from his land so that the promise
to Avraham and his seed to inherit the land - would be
fulfilled. He therefore did not have make this known to



Yitzchak. Esav in fact followed through on this pledge and
after his father died, he went elsewhere, and did not tell
Yaakov to leave home.

On the claim that Yaakov did not pay for the birthright
other than with the bowl of lentils:

Source 9: Commentary of the Rashbam:
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Sell me today: ie immediately sell me the portion of your
birthright in our father’s estate, for money that I will give
you. Then I will give you the food as evidence of the validity
of the deal. As we have seen in Bereishit Ch. 31:
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Behold I am going to die: Each day I go and hunt animals
in forests, where there are bears and lions and other wild
animals, and my life is in danger
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Why do I need ...to wait for my portion of the birthright
after our father’s death?
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And he sold his birthright - for money - then afterwards,
Yaakov gave him the lentils, in accordance with the
custom to eat to symbolize the fulfilment of a legal
arrangement
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And Esav spurned the birthright: Because in the end he regretted
this, as it says, “He took my birthright”; this is why the Torah
prefaced that with this statement, to make us aware of his
stupidity. At the time of eating, he spurned the birthright, and he
later regretted this...

The name “Edom”: Source 10a): Kli Yakar
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Why did he not refer to the lentils by their name? By his
comments, he revealed that he desired them because of their red
color, and showed that his temperament leans toward red - and
yearned for food that was in keeping with his temperament -
that’s why they called his name Edom, because it then became
known that he was under the influence of the astrological sign of
Maadim (Mars), and based on the fact that was someone who liked
shedding blood...



10b) Abarbanel
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“Therefore he called it Edom”- this does not mean that because of
what Esav said, he was called Edom, rather: because Esav was
exhausted, he called the food ‘Adom’ when he said “pour this red
red stuff into me”, because of his great exhaustion, he did not take
account of what the cooked dish was and could not ask what it
was, but he called it by its appearance - Red!

Source 11: Midrash Yalkut Shimoni Bereishit Ch. 25
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But why lentils? Because they are [round as] a wheel, for
mourning is like a wheel revolving in the world. (also, just as
lentils have no mouth [no crack], as other beans have, so does the
mourner have no mouth, for he is prohibited from speaking.
Rabbi Yochanan said: this wicked person (Esav) committed five
transgressions on that day...... he killed someone.... he denied
the existence of God. it says here “Why do I need the birthright?”
and it says elsewhere, “This is my God and I will beautify Him”

Source 12a): Sefer Shemot Ch. 15 The Song at the Sea
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12b) Rashi
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Onkelos rendered it as imax) and I will make him a habitation. As
in the following phrases: “a tranquil dwelling" Jaxw mJ. (Yeshaya
33:20) Another interpretation: I will speak His praises to all
inhabitants of the world

12c) Sefer Yeshaya Ch. 33
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Source 13: Rashi Bereishit 25:30
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I’ll open my mouth and pour a lot into it...
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Some of this red, red [pottage]. red lentils. and on that day, Abraham
died, lest he see Esau, his grandson, falling into bad ways, for that
would not be the “good old age” that the holy one, blessed be he, had
promised him. therefore, the holy one, blessed be he, shortened his
life by five years, for Isaac lived one hundred and eighty years, and



this one (Abraham) [lived] one hundred and seventy-five years, and
Jacob cooked lentils to feed the mourner (Isaac).

Source 14: Beit Halevi: what logical/language issues does he
address - what does this show about Esav's orientation?
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This is a special mourning food as Rashi wrote...that on that day,
Avraham died, and Esav was embarrassed after he saw the house of
mourning and he was pursuing eating and drinking like the
gluttons and drunkards - and he made himself as if he was not
aware of the contents of the cooked dish, ie that it was lentils. That’s
why he called it, “this red red stuff” as if he did not know at all what
it was, just that it was a red cooked dish.
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Therefore, he also did not want to eat it as people normally eat,
because as soon as he would extend his hand into the bowl to
spoon out one helping, he would see with his own eyes that it was
a lentil dish, so he decided to open his mouth and have Ya’akov
pour the contents of the pot into his mouth without him
looking...he explained that he was tired and has no energy to
extend his hand to his mouth, and all of his words were
deceptive...

Source 15) Seforno - Why did Ya'akov ask Esav to sell him the
birthright?
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Sell today: Since your whole goal this day is focused on your work;
you’re so tired that you don’t recognize the lentils, there is no




doubt that you cannot be involved in the birthright to serve God
May He be blessed and to do that which is fitting for a first born

Source 16) Beit Halevi returns
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Sell your birthright to me today. Many have already asked: how
could he have possibly tempted his brother to sell his birthright -
and especially for a bowl of lentils?

What difficulty does he raise?
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Certainly his intention was not on the money of the inheritance
and also - who knows, if before Matan Torah, it was customary
to allot a double portion to the first born...
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The concept of a first born, it seems, relates to being considered a
continuation of one’s father. The verse says, “Your descendants will
be within Yitzchak” - and the sages explained “within Yitzchak -
and not all of Yitzchak.” And the one who follows his behavior is
considered a “descendant” of his - to be called his “son”. Since Esav,
on that day, departed from the proper path, the birthright was
irrelevant to him - for how could he be called his “firstborn” if he is
not considered his “son”?!

Source 17) Rav Moshe Alshich, "Torat Moshe"
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