
3b2. v-voiced-labiodental-fricative


Okay, let's talk about the v sound. If you're from a European language has this sound like Russian, polish or German, don't skip this lesson, there's a good chance that this v sound is not always in your language. For example, at the end of the syllable in many European languages and other languages around the world, it's likely to devoice. And when you have a voiceless V that is a v sound. However, in English, the VU sound is always of v sound, it never changes into a sound, the VU sound is just the v sound but voiced. That's the only difference. Everything in your mouth is exactly the same, except the voiceless. So let's pronounce the v sound, put the top front teeth firmly onto the bottom lip, make sure there are no gaps. Remember, don't pull in the bottom lip, it's not, it's there might be some pressure to make sure that you fill in all the gaps and that there's no leakage of air. When you say V, there has to be no gaps. It can't be Oh, as you can see that there's air flowing out on the sides, you need more pressure to create that fricative sound to create that friction for that fricative sound v. It should have a strong vibration; you should be able to feel vibration on the lips v. You can also think of it as being kind of like a motorcycle. If you imagine how a motorcycle sounds, you go like this. And that is a good way to actually approximate the sound. This is how you do the verb sound. You have you close off the gap in the mouth with the teeth on the lips, you blow air but let it be voiced through the gaps of the teeth. Just imagine it's a motorcycle. Also, because this is a fricative sound, if you can do the sound for a long time. That means you're doing it correctly. If you can't make the nice long, smooth sound, and instead you're getting that probably means you're applying too much pressure, you're really blocking off all air exit and you can't even get it through the gaps of the teeth. It should be firm, but not too firm. This is one of those sounds and you can videotape yourself to really see if you're doing it correctly. And you can also feel if you're doing it correctly, if there's vibration here, and you can also do it for a couple of seconds. Then you're doing it correctly. Got it? Let's try some words. Vine. Vote. Vortex, villain, van. Let's try it again. And make sure you can get that nice continuous smooth sound. Vine. Vote. Vortex villain, van. Okay, let's try some words where the v sound comes at the end of the syllable. And this might be difficult for a lot of you. Remember in English, the V sound is always a v sound and it never changes. Whereas in many languages, if it comes to the end of a syllable, or at the end of the word, it becomes a f sound. So if you speak one of these languages, pay special attention to see if you're doing it correctly. Have give five love receive. Again, have give five love, receive. Okay, got it. Now let's try some exercises.
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