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Quick Start Guide for Adobe Photoshop 2021

Manual

Get in sync with your Digital Scrapper instructor right from the get go with our Quick Start
Guide for Adobe Photoshop 2021.

© 2020 Digital Scrapper
Terms of Use

Start From the Beginning (optional)

e Press Ctrl K (Mac: Cmd K) to open Preferences.
¢ In the General tab, click Reset Preferences on Quit.

NOTE: Resetting Preferences will not remove previously installed styles or actions and it will
not delete any saved workspaces.

¢ Click OK to the warning dialog.

¢ Click OK to close Preferences.

¢ Close Adobe Photoshop and relaunch.

¢ When you get to the Welcome Screen, click on the Photoshop icon in the upper-left

corner.
Create a New Workspace (optional)

¢ In the Menu Bar, choose Window > Workspace > New Workspace.

¢ In the dialog box, name the workspace Digital Scrapper. Place a checkmark next to
Keyboard Shortcuts, Menus, and Toolbar. Click Save.

Note: As you make changes to the new workspace, it will be automatically updated.


https://digitalscrapper.com/terms-of-use/

New Workspace

Name: Digital Scrapper

Capture

Panel locations will be saved in this workspace.
Keyboard Shortcuts, Menus and Toolbar are optional.

Keyboard Shortcuts
Menus

Toolbar

Background Setup

¢ In the Menu Bar, choose File > New. The settings of this file are irrelevant.
¢ In the dialog box, click Create.

¢ Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on a gray area of the viewing area to get a menu and
choose Default. If you don’t see any gray area, Press Ctrl - (Mac: Cmd -) to zoom out.
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Close Panels

¢ Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on the Color panel and choose Close Tab Group.
¢ Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on the Properties panel and choose Close Tab Group.
¢ Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on the Channels panel and choose Close.
¢ Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on the Paths panel and choose Close.

¢ Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on the History panel and choose Close.

e Click and drag the left edge of the Layers panel to make it wider.



Note: Panels can be added at any time in the Windows Menu.

Layers Panel

¢ In the Layers panel, click on the flyout menu and choose Panel Options.

¢ In the dialog box, set the Thumbnail Size to Medium, the Thumbnail Contents to Layer
Bounds, and uncheck Use Default Masks, Expand New Effects, and Add “copy” to
Copied Layers. Click OK.



Layers Panel Options

Thumbnail Size

None

Thumbnail Contents

© Layer Bounds

Entire Document

Use Defauit Masks on Fill Layers

Expand New Effects

Add “copy” to Copied Layers and Groups

Move Tool Tool Options

e Get the Move tool.
¢ In the Tool Options, uncheck Auto Select and check Show Transform Controls.

Auto-Select: Layer -~ [ Show Transform Controls

Preferences

Press Ctrl K (Mac: Cmd K) to open Preferences.

In the General Tab, uncheck Always Create Smart Objects When Placing.
(Optional) Uncheck Auto Show the Home Screen.

In Tools, uncheck Enable Gestures, Enable Flick Panning, and Animated Zoom.

Note: When recording your instructor will disable Show Tooltips and Show Rich Tooltips to
reduce distraction, but | recommend keeping it turned on while you are learning the program.

¢ In Units & Rulers, set the Rulers to Inches.
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General
Interface
Workspace
Tools

History Log
File Handling
Export
Performance
Scratch Disks

Cursors

Color Picker: Adobe

HUD Color Picker: Hue Strip (Small)

Image Interpolation: Bicubic Automatic

Options
Auto-Update Open File-based Documents Beep When Done
Auto show the Home Screen Export Clipboard
Use Legacy “New Document” Interface Resize Image During Place
Skip Transform when Placing Always Create Smart Objects when Placing

Use Legacy Free Transform

Appearance

Color Theme: . - Highlight Color: Default

Color Border
Standard Screen Mode: Default v Drop Shadow
Full Screen with Menus:  Default v Drop Shadow
Full Screen: Black v None v

Artboards: Default v  Line v

@ Artboard settings only apply to GPU RGB mode.

Presentation
Ul Language: English v Ul Font Size: Small ~

Scale Ul To Font

@ Changes will take effect the next time you start Photoshop.

Options
Show Channels in Color &2 Dynamic Color Sliders

£ Show Menu Colors
Options
Auto-Collapse Iconic Panels
Auto-Show Hidden Panels
Open Documents as Tabs
Enable Floating Document Window Docking

Large Tabs

Condensed

Enable Narrow Options Bar

Transparency & Gamut
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Draduct Imoravamant
General
Interface
Workspace
Tools
History Log
File Handling

Options
Show Tooltips

Enable Gestures
2 Use Shift Key for Tool Switch

Overscroll

Enable Flick Panning
Double Click Layer Mask Launches Select and Mask Workspace
Vary Round Brush Hardness based on HUD vertical movement
2 Arrow Keys Rotate Brush Tip
Snap Vector Tools and Transforms to Pixel Grid

Show Reference Point when using Transform

Show Transformation Values: Top Right

History Log

Zoom with Scroll Wheel
Animated Zoom
Zoom Resizes Windows

Zoom Clicked Point to Center




General File Saving Options

Interface Image Previews: Always Save v Save As to Original Folder

Workspace -
- Thumbnail Save in Background
00Is

History Log Append File Extension: Always v ® Automatically Save Recovery
Information Every:

File Handlin
lisHancing Use Lower Case

Export 10 Minutes v

Performance
Scratch Disks File Compatibility

Cursors Camera Raw Preferences...
Transparency & Gamut
Units & Rulers Prefer Adobe Camera Raw for Supported Raw Files

Guides, Grid & Slices Use Adobe Camera Raw to Convert Documents from 32 bit to 16/8 bit
Plugins )
Ignore EXIF Profile Tag
Type
3D Ignore Rotation Metadata
Enhanced Controls Ask Before Saving Layered TIFF Files
Technology Previews

Disable Compression of PSD and PSB Files
Product Improvement

Maximize PSD and PSB File Compatibility: = Ask

Cloud Documents Local Working Directory
Choose Directory... Set Default

/Users/jenwhite/Documents/Adobe/Photoshop Cloud Associates/

Recent File List Contains: 20 files




General Quick Export Format

Interface . .
PNG Transparency Smaller File (8-bit)

Workspace
Tools 3 -
Quick Export Location

History Log
File Handling © Ask where to export each time
Export ~

Export files to an assets folder next to the current document
Performance

SECENINES) Quick Export Metadata
Cursors

Transparency & Gamut None

Units & Rulers
Guides, Grid & Slices Quick Export Color Space

Plugins Convert to sRGB

Type

3D Export As Location

Enhanced Controls
Technology Previews Export assets to the location of the current document

Product Improvement © Export assets to the last location specified

[ Memory Usage Graphics Processor Settings
Interface Available RAM: 29125 MB Detected Graphics Processor:

Workspace Ideal Range: 16018-20970 MB AT Technologies inc

Tools AMD Radeon R9 M395 OpenGL Engine
Let Photoshop Use: 20387 MB (70%)

History Log £ Use Graphics Processor

Filo Handing = .

Export o

Performance

Advanced Settings...

History & Cache
Scratch Disks </

Cursors Optimize Cache Levels and Tile Size for: History States: 50 v
Transparency & Gamut 8

Web / Ul Design Cache Levels: 4
Units & Rulers
Guides, Grid & Slices Default / Photos Cache Tile Size: 1024K v
Plugins Set Cache L
Type Huge Pixel Dimensions
30

Enhanced Controls

General Scratch Disks
Interface Active?
Workspace

Tools

History Log

File Handling

Export

Performance

Scratch Disks




General Painting Cursors Other Cursors Brush Preview

Interface

Workspace Color:
Tools
History Log Standard © Standard
File Handling Precise Precise
el © Normal Brush Tip

Performance

Scratch Disks Full Size Brush Tip

Cursors Show Crosshair in Brush Tip
Transparency & Gamut . : N
Show Only Crosshair While Painting
Units & Rulers
Guides, Grid & Slices Show Brush Leash While Smoothing
Plugins
Brus ash Color:

General Transparency Settings
Interface

Grid Size: Medium
Workspace

Tools Grid Colors: [l Light

History Log
Export

AR Gamut Warning
Scratch Disks

Color: Opacity: 100

Cursors
Transpacency & Gamut

Units & Rulers
General Units New Document Preset Resolutions

Interface Rulers: Inches . Print Resolution: 300 Pixels/Inch

Workspace

s Type: Points v Screen Resolution: 72 Pixels/inch

History L :
Y00 Column Size Point/Pica Size

File Handling

Export Width: 180 Points . © PostScript (72 pointsfinch)
Performance Points v Traditional (72.27 points/inch)
Scratch Disks

Cursors

Transparency & Gamut

Units & Rulers

General Guides

Interface Canvas: [liCyan

Workspace

Tools Artboard: Light Blue

History Log

File Handling Show Inactive Artboard Guides
Export

Porformance

Scratch Disks

— Smart Guides: Magenta

Transparency & Gamut

Units & Rulers

Guides, Grid & Slices Color: Custom...

Plugins

Type Gridline Every: 1

30

Enhanced Control

Slices
Technology Previews Line Color: Light Blue v [ Show Slice Numbers

Product improvement
Path

Path Options: Default

Controls

Control Color: Defauit
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Type Options

Use Smart Quotes

Enable Missing Glyph Protection

Show Font Names in English
Use ESC key to commit text
Enable Type layer glyph alternates
Fill new type layers with placeholder text

mber of Recent Fonts to Display: 10

Choose Text Engine Options
© Latin and East Asian Layout
World-Ready Layout

Sets the default text engine of a
newly created document




