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Completed actions i

We use the past simple to talk about actions or events that happened in the past. We know or
we say when the events happened.

o [saw_Jim éesterda& 9 {

o We didn't go out last Saturday. We stayed at home.
s ————
o She moved to Chester three years ago. /Q DL@ C 4 (/O p g

Past habits V/ a et on @I/LFOﬁ

We use the past simple to talk about past habits (things that we did more or less often).

o She washed her hair every day.

o She worked as a nurse.

o [often played in the park when we were children.
ﬁ'
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Situations that were true in the past

We also use the past simple to talk about things that were true in the past.

o My grandfather had two brothers.
o He lived with my grandparents as a child.

Events in chronological order
-

We use the past simple to describe the main events of a story in chronological order.

o When | arrived home, | took off my shoes and then | relaxed on the sofa
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Actions in progress v\_i?' /l VO g

We use the past continuous to talk about actions that were in progress (not finished) at a ﬂ L\/W ﬂ[
specific moment in the past.

o ‘What were you doing at 9”' | was studying. ‘P : é

o When | saw them yesterday. they were arguing. (/ o o (ﬁ;)m

The specific moment in the past can be described by a tilne expression (at 9 am., at midday. at

U/[Aem T W@g

lunchtime, all morning. all day, etc.):

o They were swimming at 7 in the morning..
o At midday they were still working.

Joqacaq T ped w
Or by a simple past sentence: (j J / R

o They were swimming when | saw them

o When she arrived. they were still working. \_/\%\_‘/
A



Describing a scene

We often use the past continuous at the beginning of a story to describe the situation.

o [t was getting dark. and | was walking fast Suddenly ..



Past simple vs Past continuous

We use the past simple for completed actions in the past. and we use the past continuous for

actions in progress (not finished) in the past. —_—_—

o We ate out yesteraay. (the action is finished)
o We were eating at 9. (the action was not finished)

The past continuous describes a longer action or situation and the past simple describes a

shorter action or event.

o When | met Susan she was having a drink at a terrace with a friend

o We didn't go out because it was raining.



The short action in past simple often interrupts the longer action in past continuous.
(O N __

o He was playing football when he broke his arm. ‘W J{/“

o When | went to bed, it was raining

—_—

We use the past simple for completed actions that happened one after the other. Compare:

o When he arrived. she was having a shower. [

(The action of having a shower started before he arrived) w

o When he arrived, she had a shower,

(The action of having a shower started after he arrived)



When | o

n

(arrive) at the station, Raimond e

(wait) for me. He e

Y-

€ OreC
(wear) a

nice black suit and he o wes [ ,(hacl)l((/zﬁa red rose in his right hand. When Ie q0 ¢ (get off) the train. he
e v oon (rurj) up to me and 0 WW" Seo (| (kiss) me passionately. v

It 0 g i '(ré@ heavily so he o 1’— eoll Oﬁt‘ﬁe off) his jacket and @ PO e |(put) it over my head. |
m Jol (6 (tell) Raimond to go to a cafe so that we could talk. but he @ T ’; N r}f’(#wsist) on going to
another place. . -

While he @ s dit (drité). I @ ¢ k@ <« | (throw) a look at him. He @ 5 ek 7,2{ (smile), but he also @

I (319 lL@cl (look) nervous.

He finally @

\
2o+ @uf|(get out} of the car, and he @

K nee led

(kneel) in front of me and @

.l,@ak

I@ pocket. “Kathy, will you..” he said. “Listen, Raimond, | want to break up with you." | interrupted.
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G Loﬂpeistop) his car on the top of a hill with fantastic views. It was so wonderful. We @

(take) a ring out of



