T Reading Between the Lines in Parshat Noach

Source 1: Bereishit Ch. 6 - end of Parshat Bereishit
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6 And it repented the LORD that He
had made man on the earth, and 1t
grieved Him at His heart.
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On the upcoming pages, we will study...
Table #1: Comparison of Bereishit Ch. 1-2 and Bereishit 6-7
Table #2: Comparison of Bereishit Ch. 1-2 and Bereishit 8-9
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Source 2: Bereishit Ch. 6

-NN _lﬂ)QN j)—p "\DN’1 ? 7 And the LORD said: ‘I will blot out

man whom [ have created from the
9 b)’)ﬂ ’ﬂN73 h\wN OTRI) face of the earth; both man, and beast,
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VIN NI--N) n‘-[b)n —]bN v 9 These are the generations of Noah.
Noah was in his generations a man

NN 1’3'1'\73 ,121) ORI T3 righteous and whole-hearted; Noah
M- ‘[b‘m‘l Dhbm walked with God.

Source 3: Genealogies at the end of Bereishit Ch. 5

D?ﬂ\)) ’-pgb MM ND 28 And Lamech lived a hundred eighty and
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Source 4: Bereishit Ch. 3
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Source 5: Bereishit Ch. 9:18-10:1
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The sons of Noach who came out of the ark were Shem, Cham, and Yefet - Cham
being the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noach, and of these
was the whole earth branched out. And Noach the man of the earth (ish ha-
adama) began, and planted a vineyard. And he drank of the wine, and was
drunk; and he was uncovered within his tent. And Cham, the father of Canaan,
saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren outside. And Shem
and Yefet took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went
backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were
backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. And Noach awoke from
his wine, and knew what his youngest son had done unto him. And he said:
Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. And he
said: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be their servant. God
enlarge Yefet, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be their
servant. And Noach lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. And all
the days of Noach were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died. Now these
are the generations of the sons of Noach: Shem, Cham, and Yefet; and unto them

were sons born after the flood.

Source 6: Midrash Bereishit Rabba 46:6
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Noach was at first an “Ish Tzaddik” and was then called an “Ish Ha’adama”



Source 7: Rav Yaakov Beasley

Only the respectful behavior of his other children offers him some modicum of
respect. All that is left is for him to curse the perpetrator, and, like the
generations that preceded the Flood, he lives and dies, adding nothing
meaningful to the course of human history. The Torah continues its account with
his children, "And these are the generations of the sons of Noach," while he
becomes a footnote in history. What happened? How did this character, filled
with the hopes of his generation, descend so rapidly to the state of shame and
dishonor that marks his final appearance in the Torah?

In Table #2, to whom did we parallel Noach’s “planting?”
Rav Beasley goes on to suggest a disturbing new parallel:

...just as the Flood served as the undoing of the original creation, our story of
Noach and the vineyard serves to undo the attempt to start Creation again after
the Flood.

[ PARALLELS:
1. Both stories begin with the blessing to "be fruitful and multiply."

2. God planted a garden; Noach planted a vineyard.
3. Both stories turn for the worse when the protagonist(s) consumes some

fruit.
4, After the eating/drinking of the forbidden fruit, the protagonist's naked

state, and the efforts to cover it, becomes prominent details in the story.
5. Curses (and blessings) are distributed at the finale of the story (creating
the parallel between Cham and the snake).

Ready for a Chiasn?

A. And Noach drank of the wine and became drunk...
B. Cham saw his father's nakedness
C. and told his two brothers outside (the tent)
D. Then Shem and Yefet took a garment...
C1. and walked backwards (into the tent) and covered the nakedness of
their father...
B1. and their father's nakedness they did not see
A1l. And Noach awoke from his wine...
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O<| What do you think is the significance of Shem and Yefet walking
backwards to cover their father’s nakedness?

What did Cham actually do? Source 8: Rashi

Rashi's view, based on Chazal:
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Ksav Vikabala confirms that "seeing" could be a euphemism for illicit relations
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What prompts Rashi/Chazal to take this approach?
SEE
Maharal - Gur Aryeh, commentary on Rashi
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Source 9: Rav Beasley: We may suggest that Cham in fact committed an incestuous act with
Noach's wife (his mother). The rationales for this interpretation are several. First, the
wording of "uncover nakedness" is only used in Vayikra to describe heterosexual incest, not
the homosexual act. More specifically, Vayikra 18:8 equates "the nakedness of your mother"
with the "nakedness of your father." As well, if Cham engaged in incestuous sex with his
mother, the text's emphasis on his son Canaan becomes clear. Canaan is the product of this
incestuous union, as Moav and Ammon are the product of Lot and his daughters. That is why
the text consistently identifies Cham as the "father of Canaan,” and why Noach chooses to
curse Canaan upon awakening. The Torah also alludes to the possibility that this occurred
in Cham's mother's tent. As Rashi notes, the written word (the ketiv) "the tent" in v 21 has
the feminine possessive suffix, "her tent," although we read (keri) the word as "his
tent." Cham's act of sleeping with his mother would therefore be seen as an act of rebellion
against Noach's authority (as seen later with Reuven with Bilha, Avshalom with David's
concubines, and Adoniyahu's attempt to claim Avishag as his rightful bride from
Shlomo). We could suggest that this was Chazal's intention in interpreting his act as
castration - the ultimate removal of the father's creative power.


https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.18.8?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.18.8?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker

Source 10: Bereishit Ch. 7

1)2-U) INYN) 132,03 Na2) 7 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife,
M M9 : NARN-Sx--imx and his sons’ wives with him, into the ark,
' " 5%3)9.‘1 because of the waters of the flood.

Source 11: Bereishit Ch. 8
SNPRY N-ON ,DIYN 927 0 15 And God spoke unto Noah, saying:

TRUNY ,NPN--NAND-Y) ,RY 0 16 'Go forth from the ark, thou, and thy wife,
RN PI-OYN I and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee.

Rashi on Ch. 7
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And Noah...and his sons: The men separately and the women separately, because
they were prohibited from engaging in marital relations since the world was steeped
in pain. — [Tan. 11]

Rashi on Ch. 8
VNN YWINVYN DAY 9NN IND INUNY UIN /0 THYUNY DN

you and your wife, etc.: A man and his wife. Here He permitted them to engage in
marital relations. See above 6:18, 7:7.

What does Noach actually do?

m\um 1&3;1 n;-Ngﬁ m? 18 And Noah went forth, and his sons,
, 1934 =94) and his wife, and his sons’ wives with
JPR NI-OYN him

Rav Beasley: In direct opposition to God's wish to repopulate the desolate earth, Noach
chooses to refrain from bringing new life forth. Perhaps this is a delayed reaction to the
severity of the destruction around him; perhaps he did not feel equal to the task. Instead,
he chose to avoid his destiny, to drown himself in his own handiwork. Whatever the
interpretation of Cham's behavior, they all share Noach's new state of sterility - his
inability to continue to produce. Sadly, the impression of the old, decrepit, infertile Noach
is the last glimpse that the text allows us to view. What had begun with such high hopes
and promises turned out to be another failed episode in God's attempts to find someone
with whom God could create a lasting relationship and covenant. That would have to wait
another ten generations.



