The Puzzling Reunion of Yosef with his Brothers

Source 1: Bereishit Ch. 42
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It could be that Yosef had direct oversight of anyone coming

from outside of Mizraim

o Was he waiting for Yaakov’s sons to arrive?

o Did he know that they would come?

o Did he plan his strategy in advance, in accordance with his
childhood dreams?



Source 2: Bereishit Ch. 42: 8-9
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So it seems that the memory of the dreams just came to him after
the brothers arrived!

Source 3: Bereishit Ch. 37
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There is no mention of the number of sheaves bowing down to
him; but the bowing down of the sheaves to Yosef’s sheaves
seem to be a playing out of the dependence that the brothers



will eventually have on Yosef. Submitting to Yosef in order to

access wheat,

Source 4: Rashi

YYAY DRIV Y1 , 0099 - DNY DYN TUN (V)

AFRaTh)

Ramban offered the same interpretation before he moved to Eretz

Yisrael...

Source 5: Bereishit Ch. 43
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3 And Judah spoke unto him, saying:
"The man did earnestly forewarn us,
saying: Ye shall not see my face,
except your brother be with you.

4 If thou wilt send our brother with

us, we will go down and buy thee
food;

5 but if thou wilt not send him, we
will not go down, for the man said
unto us: Ye shall not see my face,
except your brother be with you.'

What was Yosef's plan? When the brothers come a second

time, together with Binyamin, such that they now number
eleven, the second dream would be fulfilled - the dream of
the sun and moon and eleven stars. Recall the original
second dream:



Source 6: Bereishit 37:9
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Source 7: Midrash Sechel Tov - Miketz 43:15
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Rav Yoel Bin Nun: But upon reaching Eretz Yisrael, Ramban
suddenly confronted a great question. Having now
experienced at first hand the short distance between Egypt
and Eretz Yisrael, he raised a problem that had not previously
occurred to him:

Source 8: Ramban
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how could he not have sent a note to
his father, to inform him and to
comfort him? For the distance from
Egypt to Chevron is [a journey of]
about six days; even if it were a
journey of a year, it would have been
proper for him to notify him, out of
respect for his father, who would have

paid a huge ransom to redeem him.

His answer to the question views Yosef's dream as a binding prophecy:
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But [Yosef] saw that having his
brothers prostrate themselves before
him, along with his father and all of his
descendants, could never happen
while in their land. And so he awaited
his arrival in Egypt, to behold his great
prosperity there, and especially after
he heard Pharaoh’s dream, which
made it clear to him that all of them
would come there and all of his
dreams would be fulfilled

Rav Bin Nun: At this point, Ramban

now arguing that in the first visit to Egypt, the brothers should
have numbered eleven, and therefore the first dream had not yet

been fulfilled until they came

Binyamin. The second dream, which included the sun and moon and
the stars, was fulfilled only when Yaakov came down to Egypt.

changed his original commentary,

a second time together with




Ramban then adds:
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Therefore he did not wish to tell them, “I am
Yosef, your brother,” and to say, “Hurry and
bring up my father,” and to send wagons, as
he did the second time, for his father would
unquestionably have come right away.
After the first dream had been fulfilled, he
instructed them [so as] to fulfill the second
dream. Were this not the case, Yosef
would have been guilty of a grave
transgression in causing anguish to his
father and bringing prolonged
bereavement and mourning upon him,
for Shimon and for himself. Even if his
intention would have been to cause
some anguish to his brothers, how could
he not show compassion to his elderly
father? [Evidently, then,] he did all of
this in the proper time, so as to bring his
dreams to realization, for he had known
that they would come true. (ibid.)

Source 9: Commentary of Abarbanel
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Why did Yosef hide his identity from his
brothers, and speak harshly to them? Was this
not an unwarranted transgression,
representing revenge and spite?... How, then,
[could he treat in this way] these hungry
people who had journeyed far from their
country, while their children and babies were
waiting for them, and especially his elderly
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placing Shimon under arrest?

Source 10: Akeidat Yitzchak
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I wonder at Ramban’s suggestion that
[Yosef] acted in order to bring about
the realization of his dreams. For of
what benefit would it be to him if they
were realized? And even if there was
some benefit to him, he should not
have sinned towards his father. As for
the dreams, He Who gives dreams
provides for their interpretation! It
seems greatly foolish for a person to try
to bring his dreams to realization, for
they are things that happen without the
subject’s conscious choice!

regret?

household.

Why did Yosef not reveal his identity after hearing his brothers’

The alternative interpretation proposed by Abravanel and the Ba’al
Ha-Akeida suggests that Yosef's strategy was aimed at ascertaining
whether his brothers had repented. If they had not undergone a
profound and thorough process of teshuva, Yosef would not be able
to reveal his identity without reopening the old wound in Yaakov’s
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Bereishit Ch. 42

16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your
brother, and ye shall be bound, that your
words may be proved, whether there be
truth in you; or else, as Pharaoh liveth,
surely ye are spies.’

17 And he put them all together into ward
three days.

18 And Joseph said unto them the third
day. 'This do, and live; for I fear God:

19 if ye be upright men, let one of your
brethren be bound in your prison-house;
but go ye, carry corn for the famine of your
houses;

20 and bring your youngest brother unto
me; so shall your words be verified, and ye
shall not die.' And they did so.

21 And they said one to another: 'We
are verily guilty concerning our
brother, in that we saw the distress of
his soul, when he besought us, and we
would not hear; therefore is this
distress come upon us.'

22 And Reuben answered them, saying:
'Spoke I not unto you, saying: Do not sin
against the child; and ye would not
hear? therefore also, behold, his blood
is required.’
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23 And they knew not that Joseph
understood them; for the interpreter
was between them.

24 And he turned himself about from
them, and wept; and he returned to
them, and spoke to them, and took
Simeon from among them, and bound

him before their eyes.

Source 12: Echoes of Ch. 37- Yosef arrives in Dotan:
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19 And they said one to another:
’Behold, this dreamer cometh.

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay
him, and cast him into one of the pits,
and we will say: An evil beast hath
devoured him; and we shall see what
will become of his dreams.’

21 And Reuben heard it, and delivered
him out of their hand; and said: 'Let us
not take his life.’

22 And Reuben said unto them: 'Shed no
blood; cast him into this pit that is in the
wilderness, but lay no hand upon him'--
that he might deliver him out of their
hand, to restore him to his father.

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was
come unto his brethren, that they stripped
Joseph of his coat, the coat of many
colours that was on him;

24 and they took him, and cast him into
the pit--and the pit was empty, there was
no water in it.



Back to our current story....
Source 13a) Bereishit 42:24
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Source 13b) Rashi
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13c) Midrash Sechel Tov on Bereishit 37

,ONN YD DINNX YAV NDXNN MDD IIN NIYHOY .PNANR IR WIN 199N (V)
10N 2N ToD ,0NY MO0N DD

13d) Targum Yonatan on Bereishit 37

Y377 NIDN 2D KN NINNXD 92X XNVIYA PAN NNT N NYNY IININ) (V)
DTN

But, according to Abarbanel and Akeidat Yitzchak, Why did
Yosef continue to hide his identity from his brothers, and why
was no message sent to his father?




Source 14: Abarbanel:
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Despite the whole test to which Yosef had
subjected his brothers through the
accusation of spying, there still remained a
question in his mind as to whether they felt
love towards Binyamin, or whether they
still hated the sons of Rachel, his mother.
Therefore, he wanted to subject Binyamin
specifically to the test of the goblet, to see
whether they would exert themselves to
save him... and Yosef would then consider
them complete ba’alei teshuva (penitents),
and he would make himself known to them
and treat them well - as indeed he did.

What do you think of this explanation for Yosef’s continued
approach to his brothers?

Rav Bin Nun: Had Yosef wept and reunited with his brothers when
they arrived with Binyamin, the story would have been quite simple.
Both dreams had now been fulfilled, Yosef had heard his brothers’
regret, he had set his eyes upon Binyamin, and the time would now
have come to set aside his disguise and show his brothers that the
ruler of Egypt was in fact the long-lost Yosef. This would have been
the time to explain how the money had been returned to their sacks
and how it was that he had been able to seat them at the meal in the
proper order of their ages, to recount all that had happened to him
during the intervening years, and also to hear what had happened to
them.




But when the brothers present Binyamin, this is what happens:

Source 15: Bereishit Ch. 43
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It seems that the second dream is fulfilled...
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Yosef then carries out the scheme with the goblet
(which he places in Binyamin'’s sack)

Rav Bin Nun proposes that Yosef meant to keep Binyamin in Egypt
and to disclose his identity to him alone. From what Binyamin would
tell him, he would learn how matters stood between the sons of Leah
and the sons of Rachel, and whether he could, at some future time, re-
establish contact with his father.




Source 16: Yehuda’s speech in Vayigash Bereishit 44
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Reality check: WE know what happened, but Yosef not: This is the first
time that Yosef has heard that his father believed that he was dead,
mauled by a wild animal! Yosef had not known that his brothers
slaughtered a wild goat and dipped his coat in its blood, so as to deceive
their father. All he knows is that his beloved father sent him to where his
brothers were shepherding, and when he reached them, they stripped
him of his coat and threw him into a pit, following which he was sold and
taken to Egypt.

Rav Bin Nun: For many long years, Yosef has been asking himself: Where is my
father? Where are my brothers? How is it that no one has come looking for me
all these years? Yosef has lived under the misunderstanding that he was sent
away from his father’s house (like Hagar and her son, and like the sons of
Ketura) - either because the sons of Leah seized dominance, or because of a
Divine command, as in the case of Hagar.




An answer to Ramban as to why Yosef never
sent messengers to his father?

Source 17: Bereishit 45:8
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Source 18: Bereishit 50:20
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Source 19: Bereishit Ch. 44
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Source 20:
Following Yehuda’s speech: Bereishit Ch. 45
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no man with him, while Joseph made
himself known unto his brethren.
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Maybe this can give new meaning to Yosef’s apparently
unnecessary question:
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