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Clarification:
Clauses “linked” by subordinating conjunctions "H R T BRE 2.3) HE
(L2.3) are actually embedded modifier clauses EINE T EENERETE

Clarification: A clause introduced by a subordinating conjunction (L2.3) is more than a “linked” clause structurally
FESNREH - THEB R | EBN T (L2.3) K AN S THNEE | TR E

¢ (Recap) In Section 2, it was explained that both “coordinating conjunctions” (e.g. “and”, “buf’) and “subordinating conjunctions” (e.g. “because”,

“when”, “as”) play the structural role of “linking” complete clauses. “Embedded clauses” were explained separately from “linked clauses”.

(ER) 56 2 Bhakere " WSEpess , (W1 "and, ~ Tbuty ) A1 THSEEEREE , (A1 " because ~ "when, ~ "as, ) HRERESERETAHY [
Py o ZARFHE THEER TR A T TR RUASRE Y P ARRE -

o e.g.[!like ice-cream, ] but [ | can’t eat too much. ] — (L2.2) “but” is a coordinating conjunction linking these two clauses
(225R) Tbut, FEEEERETFHHY "SR

o e.g.[ She was happy ] because [ she won the race. ] — (L2.3) “because” is a subordinating conjunction linking these two clauses
(2.358) because | jZE S RI{E Y " MR ERE

o e.g.[Ithink [ that this flavor is the best. ] ] — (L2.4-2.8) “embedded clauses” were explained separately
e.g. [ The ice-cream [ that he bought me ] melted. ] (2.4-2.831) THaENTF4a |, 2B FHERE
e.g. [ [ That kids love ice-cream ] is not surprising. ]
e.g. [ You can buy [ whichever flavor you like. ] ]
e.g. [ You can have ice-cream [ whenever you want. ] ]

e Actually, the structural role of the clauses “linked” by subordinating clauses (L2.3) is more complex. These clauses are actually embedded
clauses that play the role of modifiers within the outer clause.

HEE © MREEES [H T SRR EEMN - EFXERSYNETAIRENTA @ WHEINETHHENEBHERIAE -

o e.g. [ She was happy [ because she won the race. ] ]

— “[ because she won the race ]’ is actually an embedded clause within the outer clause “[ she was happy ]". It plays the role of an adverb
modifying the entire outer clause (i.e. the entire action surrounding the finite verb “was”).

[ because she won the race ]| HERINE T4 [ she was happy ] F#0E1 T4 - 451 M EEEHIEEINE T B EIBIRSATEE
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The explanations on clauses “linked” by subordinating conjunctions (L2.3) were simplified so that certain main concepts could be explained more clearly

Jy 1B DA B B ot (e F SR, - 7 iSRRG AL T

e (Recap) In L2.3, it was explained that the role of a “subordinating conjunction” is to “link” complete clauses. The structure of a sentence consisting of
two clauses “linked” by a subordinating conjunction was explained in the following way:

(ER) WRE 2.3 AT > 5RE [ IR ) HUSERIERTE "Rt ) SeBT-0) o 2RISR W wt s e e Se B - Y B A T

o e.g.[ She was happy ] because [ she won the race. ]
o e.g. Because [ she won the race, ] [ she was happy.]

o (Recap) The simplified explanation stated that the clause “[ she won the race ]’, introduced by the subordinating conjunction “because”, is
“linked” to the previous clause “[ she was happy ]”.

(R 2l b s - B " because | iS[ff/&HEEEE S | HAY5E%ET4] [ she won the race ] # " #if7 | 2 55—a)52%E 4] [ she was
happy ] 121 -

o It was explained that “because [ she won the race ]’ is “dependent” on the other clause “[ she was happy ]’ for complete meaning and
structure and therefore must be connected to the other clause. It can also be topicalized to the front of the other clause precisely because it is
dependent upon it.

Mm%y " because [ she won the race ] | £EERI&ER FE "%, 55—4) [ she was happy ] 7 7525 > Frllis "M@, WE S
[ she was happy ]| * {H'ERTLIFER HHYE SR E HER - JRa] DL SRS -

e (Recap) It was explained that, compared to a coordinating conjunction (e.g. [ | like ice-cream,] but [ | can’t eat too much ]), a subordinating
conjunction was different only in that it links a clause that becomes “dependent” on the other clause for complete meaning and structure and
can be freely topicalized. The general idea conveyed was that both coordinating and subordinating conjunctions “link” different clauses. This
simplified explanation was adopted so that the main concept that a subordinating conjunction also introduces a complete clause could be
conveyed more clearly and directly.
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BT RIA AR R RIS - FrEAA Al DIREI S —AJAT - SEEIRESE - SRR S A E T - ZRIHERE A TE RIS R - 2R
TRILLE SRR M (T R R (A R ), EE M

e The previously simplified explanation on the clauses “linked” by subordinating conjunctions requires further elaboration after this section on modifiers
(Section 6). The explanation in L2.3 was simplified in order to convey the main concept that a subordinating conjunction, like a coordinating
conjunction, introduces a complete clause after it.

SRS T L AL T - TR ((ERARMEAMRENY —6iER% ) FREOE— PR - ATk T F EREtatfg IR ) g T SR, o
G HAR R E e R T > BRI TSR T IR -

¢ In more precise analysis, a clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is structurally very different from a clause linked by a coordinating
conjunction. A clause linked by a coordinating conjunction is an actual “linked” clause that is separate from the clause it is linked to; a clause
linked by a subordinating conjunction, however, is actually an embedded clause within an outer clause.

PR IR R T 5) - (RS MRV A RO - TS | ey T R IR T s A o SR R E T
GIEAEASRE Bre bRy ¢ TSR ) SN TARIEERIVE T —a THEaEN T, -

o e.g.[!like ice-cream,] but [ | can’t eat too much. ]

— “[ I like ice-cream ]” and “[ | can’t eat too much ]” are completely separate clauses linked by the coordinating conjunction “but”
[ | like ice-cream ] /il [ | can’t eat too much | B5E & AE4E#E L oyFaMRIE T8 > B " ESEEEsEs |, " but | JHpE

o e.g.[ She was happy [ because she won the race. ] |

— “[ because she won the race ] is actually an embedded clause within the outer clause “[ she was happy ]”.
[ because she won the race ] Z1£4NE 4] [ She was happy | Hi)—(fE " #EZ09F4 | ©

— “[ because she won the race ]” is not actually separate from “[ she was happy ]’ structurally.

[ because she won the race ] ELE{r45##% [FR [ She was happy | F2775HY » M EMEEFEZEIT4] -
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A clause “linked” by a subordinating conjunction is actually an embedded modifier clause in the outer clause

By S W [N ORI ES N brevd N W bk 4 401 s i e

e A clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is actually an embedded clause that plays the role of a modifier, mostly an adverb modifier,
within the outer clause.

—(Ed TR ) SR TR BANE T AT TREEN TR - EESNETATEEAT > B—ERER T USREAVBHEE - WERSEER
T EEEE AR

o e.g.[Hedidit[ because it was easy. ] ]

— In this sentence, “[ because it was easy ]” is an embedded clause within the outer clause “[ He did it ]". It plays the role of
an adverb modifier to the entire outer clause by giving extra description on “why he did it’.

fEi2a) 4 - [ because it was easy | EE/NET4] [hedidit] i " #iEENT4 ) - EEINET AT EH EEBEFEEINET
HNEEEAG > RAENAGEIAEREEINE T4 [ he did it | (IERAVEEN ( " #LAEEHGEFE? ) -

o Compare: ¥t :
*» e.g.[Hedidit[ because it was easy. ] ]
*» e.g.[Hedidit[ whenever he wanted. ] ]
= e.g.[Hedid it in the morning. ] /[ He did it to please her. ] / etc.
— “[ because it was easy ]” (a clause linked by a subordinating conjunction), “[ whenever he wanted ]” (an “adverb clause”: L2.8),

and “in the morning”/“to please her” (different modifier phrases: Section 6) are all adverb modifiers within the clause [ he did it ] and
modifying the whole clause in these example sentences.

[ because it was easy ] (% " [ffEiEREs | 5[ AYF4)) ~ [ whenever he wanted | (ERE 2.8 #5f#rY " BlzE+4] ; ) & Tinthe
morning ; / "to please ; 55 (5 6 iz A EEETEEF4H) 1EiEtea)FH#ieE [ he did it ] sPHYEHIEEH - IR EMTEE(ET5] [ he
did it ] &Y EIEE (ZafishaH -
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— ltis just that, unlike “in the morning”/’to please her”, which are adverb modifier phrases, both “[ because it was easy ]” and
“[ whenever he wanted ]” are complete embedded clauses within [ he did it ]. However, the role of all these adverb modifiers within
[ he did it ] is the same.

HZ > Tinthe morning | / "to please her | E/AE&afEA4H - R E5EE 4] » fij [ because it was easy ] 1 [ whenever he
wanted | 2552 T H4SHEIEETE - [HE » {FiB84a 7 - [ because it was easy ] ~ [ whenever he wanted ] - T in the morning |
1 "to please her ; 7% [ he did it ] =7 V&G A EE R -

¢ When an embedded clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is modifying the whole of the outer clause that it is embedded in, it is playing the
same role in the outer clause as any other independent adverb modifier inside a clause. In Section 6, it was explained that an independent adverb
modifier can be topicalized. That is why a clause linked by a subordinating conjunction can also be topicalized.

E—(E RS [y " EEN T fNE T AR B EINE T - BERATAE—E TRy TELUEEEE ) rssR e -
55 6 Bt AT Ay T RIEAE ) BT DAREIRATRY - Bt R R e Ay W] DI B S — I RTRI R

o Compare: %t :

» e.g. [ He told me the truth [ when | asked him. ] ] — [ [ When | asked him, ] he told me the truth. ]
(topicalized)
= e.g. [ He told me the truth last night. ] — [ Last night, he told me the truth. ]

(topicalized)

= “[ when | asked him ]” is an embedded clause linked by a subordinating conjunction within the outer clause “[ he told me the
truth ]1”. It is an adverb modifier that is modifying the whole outer clause “[ he told me the truth ]”. It is an “independent adverb
modifier” within the outer clause. That is why it can be topicalized to the front.

DR o FH P e 2 22 57 2343 [ when | asked him ] fEi5 1694 ME 74 [ he told me the truth ] 2 (ZEHE (S NE TR HVRIGIEETREE - B
LUZ " BIRISHERE , - AT RMESNE 75 TR ERAT -
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¢ In many commonly encountered sentences, an embedded clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is modifying the entire outer clause. When
it is playing this role, it is naturally at the end of the outer clause, just like any independent adverb modifier would be. Because of this, in these
sentences, the clause linked by a subordinating conjunction just appears to be “linked” to “the end” of the previous clause. That is why, even with the
simplified explanation of “linking” provided in L2.3, the structure of these sentences can be analyzed without major problems.

FERZ T —(Eb R R T e e T AT A S R B AR N T8 - ZIVEFaPey—E "EIERE, - ETR T EITEE
o BRATE IR ) —FE > B EGE TN T RMRETT - RIS o WS SR Ry AR LR T AT — AR
By o FTbA > fEEE Ao LR AERE 2.3 PR bHYAREA R ) T A SR AR -

o e.g.[told him more about myself [ as we got closer to each other. ] ]

o Compare ¥JLE : e.g. [ | told him more about myself, ] and [ he did the same. ] — coordinating conjunction “and” links the clauses

“[ as we got closer to each other ]” is modifying the whole of the outer clause “[ | told him more about myself ]”. Because it is an
independent adverb modifier, it is at the end of the outer clause

[ as we got closer to each other ] fE{ZEfZ%({f4N& 4] [ | told him more about myself ] - (K& T &/NE 0 FRVEILEIE @ B
H AN E RS NE T H8RE

On the surface, it seems that the simplified explanation from L2.3 is sufficient in analyzing “[ | told him more about myself [ as we got
closer to each other. ] ]” because the subordinating conjunction “as” is “between” the two clauses. The structural role of the
subordinating conjunction seems to be the same as the coordinating conjunction “and” in “[ I told him more about myself, ] and

[ he did the same. ]".

FHEIMS @ RE 2.3 f b THIERR LI 2 LL5r4T [ | told him more about myself [ as we got closer to each other. ] ] » (R A&
HprE Tas | BEERE TR - REENK - SEEEPE "as ) BR[| told him more about myself, ] and [ he did the same ]
Ry E B and | BVAEIE A TR 0 BRI EEE R E SR TR TR
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¢ However, even when a clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is modifying the whole outer clause, we must analyze its structural role more
precisely if we wish to understand all of its possible movements within the outer clause. The simplified explanation in L2.3 that such a clause is
similar to a clause linked by a coordinating conjunction is not sufficient when this is considered.

{E BV S e e P 5 5 [ HH Y 5~ E AR (B A (S N Ty B ERURE S TN AT sl LA TR 8 E - t—EZRERINETH
o PHEER TR ) BT o RAIERE 2.3 AU - SIS i R e i R ) B S R R I T A R B A RIS - (R R DA R E

1E) -
o e.g.[Itold him more about myself [ as we got closer to each other. ] ] — natural position within the outer clause
FH BRI E
=  Compare ¥fLt @ e.g. [ | told him more about myself today. ] (with another independent adverb 55—J& 17 Ellz5])
=  Compre ¥tL ¢ e.g. [ | told him more about myself, ] and [ he did the same. ] (with a coordinating conjunction 28 #52:5))
o e.g.[[ As we got closer to each other, ] | told him more about myself. ] — topicalized position within the outer clause
WENNE IR &
=  Compare ¥fLL : [ Today, | told him more about myself. ] (with another independent adverb 55—J& 17 5llz5])
=  Compre ¥tk e.g. And [ he did the same, ][ | told him more about myself, ] X (with a coordinating conjunction ¥<5 8 1554))
o e.g. [, [as we got closer to each other, ] told him more about myself. ]. — other possible positions within the outer clause
e.g. [ | told him, [ as we got closer to each other, ] more about myself. ] etc. HTaRAIE (less natural [LEEF )
=  Compare ¥fLt : [ |, today, told him more about myself. ]  (*not very natural)
[ 1told him, today, more about myself. ]  (*not very natural) (with another independent adverb 55—& 17 Ell:)
=  Compre ¥tk e.g. [, and [ he did the same, ] told him more about myself. ] X (with a coordinating conjunction ¥} 35 4355])
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o ‘[ as we got closer to each other ]’ is a clause linked by the subordinating conjunction “as”. It is an embedded clause that
is modifying the whole outer clause “[ | told him more about myself ]”. It is an independent adverb modifier within the outer
clause.

[ as we got closer to each other | & H[ff/@H 7z "as | 5[HAV T4 - CESNE T AR EHEEN T4 » EEE/NEG 75
[ 1told him more about myself | - T 2514 AU BILEIFHEAGRE -

e Because it is an independent adverb modifier within the outer clause, the most natural position for “[ as we got closer to
each other ]” is at the end of the outer clause, just like the independent adverb “today” in “[ | told him more about myself
today ]” would be most natural at the end of the clause.

(K% [ as we got closer to each other ] 251& 1 Hy B RIFEAfE - THYE AU EZINEG THRIRE - sLEEEILE
fifiE4H—1% - B4 - £ [ 1 told him more about myself today ] o7 - #1785 ' today | i AEAE T HIMR%

o Also because it is an independent adverb modifier within the outer clause, “[ as we got closer to each other ]” can be
topicalized. In the same way, “today” can be topicalized to the front of “[ Today, | told him more about myself ]".

JNA Ky [ as we got closer to each other | 24N T a) i ETLRIEE - B0 DIBHREISHAT - Bt " today | oJLU#E] [ Today, |
told him more about myself ] {9 FT—1E -

¢ An independent adverb modifier within a clause is the most flexible in terms of word order. Although its most natural
positions are at the end or topicalized, it can also be moved to different places in between phrases within the clause itself.
These positions within the clause are less natural but structurally correct. Independent adverb modifiers are moved to these
positions when a writer/speaker wishes to make certain emphases in meaning. When the independent adverb modifier is
moved to the middle of a clause, it is conventionally separated by commas in writing to show that it is not in its natural
position—the clause has been “lifted” there.

BRI ERRARMED - MEAT R B AN E R C BN T iR & EUERAT - E TN DI R ) s 4H A5
HZRARERLE < EENEMIEZAVEE - RS LRI - RBE6 - (FEAEEG 5 Tl Mt iE L
U EFERE - EREEE TR o SO - BB TER ) N arhRIAEILEIEA AR - DETR S (BRI R R R FIRA AL
By -
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e Obviously, a clause linked by a coordinating conjunction, like “and [ he did the same ]’ can only be connected to the previous
clause at the end (outside the previous clause). It cannot be moved within the clause it is connected to because it is NOT
PART of that clause. This is the difference between a clause linked by a coordinating conjunction and a clause linked by
subordinating conjunction. The former is a “real linked clause” that is outside of the clause it is connected to. The latter is
actually an embedded clause that plays an adverb role within the outer clause.

A LABHEEE R - $EEEER S (1A FA) - 40 "and [ he did the same ], » & BEFTEIAY T 0K © EAREREFTHE T AT

HEHEEAIE - RAERNERIETAN—E57 o E5E S s a1 I B A B e iy - e E &SR 77 A -

it e | EIEWEFEN T4, RESEEEINT T 240 1 BENEIEACRIEINE TN —EwaZnEahE 5 -
¢ Furthermore, an embedded clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is not always an independent adverb modifier modifying the entire

outer clause. Its role within the outer clause is an adverb modifier, but it can be an adverb within just one phrase of the outer clause and not the
entire clause. In these sentences, it is essential to analyze this clause as an embedded clause playing the role of an adverb in the outer clause.

534N W RS [ T AR Mg T EE - BRIEA S HEA —E R BHRESNE TR - T LR A FERNE T R T — (e -
BN > —EEEEME T YT REONE TR ERERE T -

» e.g.[Driving [ when you are tired ] can be dangerous. ]

= e.g.[Itold him to go for a walk [ if the weather is nice. ] ]

e In “[ Driving [ when you are tired ] can be dangerous ]”, the embedded clause linked by subordinating conjunction “when” is
INSIDE the gerund noun phrase “driving when you are tired”, which is the subject phrase of the outer clause. [ when you
are tired ] is only modifying the gerund noun “driving” (derived from the verb “drive”). It is not modifying the entire outer
clause “[ Driving...can be dangerous ]”. [ when you are tired ] is within the subject phrase of the outer clause, so it
cannot be moved outside of it. It is not an independent adverb modifier in the outer clause.

(Note: [ Driving can be dangerous [ when you are tired ] ] would be a different sentence. In this case, [ when you are
tired ] is modifying the entire outer clause [ Driving can be dangerous ].)
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£ [ Driving [ when you are tired ] can be dangerous | /1 » #ff@E 55 "when | 5|41y [ when you are tired ] 717
" driving when you are tired | ;=77 585 " drive |, 1y%EE4EF > B XEEAHEINE T HAYTEE - [when you are tired ] (&
Gy HE Mdriving | » RN EE(ESMNE 4] “[ Driving...can be dangerous ]” - ‘&2 H 2 " driving when you are tired | 5]

HrhrvEEE RS - AN EEEREINE 5 NEBILEE - ALl TR ERRERYEEE T driving when you are
tired ; -

(& ' [ Driving can be dangerous [ when you are tired ] ] & 2{E45E R~ —ERVE) T - B{EH 75 - [when you are
tired | 2{ZafE(E4SNE 4] [ Driving can be dangerous ] - )

In “[ I told him to go for a walk [ if the weather is nice. ] ]”, [ if the weather is nice ] is INSIDE the infinitive phrase modifier
“to go for a walk if the weather is nice”. [ if the weather is nice. ] is only modifying “to go for a walk”. It is NOT modifying
the entire outer clause “[ | told him to go for a walk ]”. [ if the weather is nice ] is within the infinitive phrase “to go for a walk

if the weather is nice”, so it cannot be moved outside of it. It is not an independent adverb modifier in the outer clause.

(Note: The meaning here is that, “if the weather is nice”, “this person (‘him’) should go for a walk”. The action that is
modified by “if the weather is nice” is “to go for a walk” and NOT “I told him”. That is why this embedded clause is within

the infinitive phrase and not independent in the outer clause.)

£ [ | told him to go for a walk [ if the weather is nice ] ] - [ if the weather is nice ] ‘Z7/F A #5740 &Efi5E to go for a
walk if the weather is nice ; /] » ‘REFEEE(ESINE T-4) - [if the weather is nice ] H{E{Z6fi "to go forawalk ; - &
TR EAEEAHE(ESNE [ | told him to go for a walk | - EAEE LRI - Feew: T#:H | "to go for a walk if the weather is
nice ; -

(HE BT EEE T8 XRF (if the weather is nice) | » "T{WEHEEE | - ¥ Tif the weather is nice | {&#fi
(B R BIE EafRE [ to go forawalk | » N EFHHIIRESE "told , - ATlL Tif the weather is nice | ~25MNE T
A FPHIEILEEE o )
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¢  Within the outer clause, there can even be extra adverb modifiers modifying the embedded clauses linked by subordinating conjunctions, in the same
way as “very” further modifies “well” in “He did very well.” This further shows that these clauses play an adverb role in the outer clause.

FEANE TR o a8 R 5 [ ARG 5~ 5 r] DL 5o — RIS afisB 2 A - 085E "very ; ££ " He did very well ; it —glz "well ; —f% > #E—
AR EM G R E TS NE T e e iR A

o e.g.[Please tell me your answer only [ when you are ready. ] ]
o e.g.[Hediditjust [ because it was easy. ] ]

» The single-word adverbs “only” and “just” are modifying “[ when you are ready ]’ and “[ because it was easy ]” respectively,
showing that these two embedded clauses play the role of adverb modifiers within their outer clauses.

ISt B EEEEREE Tonly | fI Tjust | 2A{F {447 [ when you are ready ] F1 [ because it was easy ] 1Y - FF—IGEEHH  iEfE
e B G 5 [ Y e NE - H TR 2 B EEE A E o

e (*An additional point that is not too important*) The modifier role played by a clause linked by a subordinating conjunction within the outer clause is
basically always adverbial — as in, it is either modifying the whole outer clause (surrounding the finite verb) or modifying a certain verb-
derived phrase, e.g. a gerund phrase or an infinitive phrase, within the outer clause. However, there is one situation in which this clause would play
an adjectival role in the outer clause. That is when it is the predicate adjective directly following the verb “be”. This does not really matter too much as
long as the clause linked by a subordinating conjunction is understood to be an embedded clause playing a modifier function within the outer clause.

(fH7S 0 AREZAY B ) B RS (AT o ENE T h i ER B A e E A Eox sl 2Rl - RIEERRINEG TR E BN Rt LRI EE(E
SNETH] > BESNEE (BB LT AR (A1 gerund EhsEsH AT ) o (B - B EEN - BT EinE - (EPEER et e
SR E TR be , RHIMVEHE - B-RHEAANEE  REEEYIOEETEINE T o TR EHREHI A -

o e.g.[Thatis[because I love you.]] — Compare ¥JLL : e.g. [ That is great. ]

» |n“[Thatis [ because I love you ] ]’, the embedded clause “[ because | love you ]” is playing the role of a predicate adjective after
the finite verb “is”, just like “great” is a predicate adjective in “That is great”.

1F [ That is [ because | love you ]] F - [ because | love you ] E#74MNa T a)8E R TAJER " That is great | tfy "great | —f% » &
ey EEEE " be | BRAINZAHAITAE -
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