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“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people
of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from
you on my behalf.” Micah 5:2 (NLT)

“Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope,
the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious
freedom from death and decay. For we know that all creation has been groaning
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”

Romans 8:20-22 (NLT)

The Journey of Waiting:

¢ We are all waiting for something.
e Waiting is a window of time.

* While waiting, my responsibility is to actively in God.

“Mary responded, ‘I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about
me come true.” And then the angel left her.” Luke 1:38 (NLT)

WHILE I’'M WAITING GOD IS WORKING ...

1. God is working . (Luke 1:26-38)

¢ In the waiting, what is God trying to form in me?

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many

kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.” James 1:2—4 (NIV)

2. God is working

“Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How can | be sure this will happen? I'm an old man
now, and my wife is also well along in years.” Then the angel said, ‘| am Gabriel! |
stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring you this good
news! But now, since you didn’t believe what | said, you will be silent and unable
to speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper
time.” Luke 1:18-20 (NLT)
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“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to
sonship.” Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV)

¢ In the waiting, what does God want me to for?

3. God is working

“Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, ‘God has blessed you above all
women, and your child is blessed. Why am | so honored, that the mother of my
Lord should visit me? When | heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped
for joy.” Luke 1:42—44 (NLT)

“In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to
keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live
according to the teaching you received from us.” 2 Thessalonians 3:6 (NIV)

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all
the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as
ever you can.” - John Wesley

“Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has
actually served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout
the whole palace guard and to everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. And
because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.”

Philippians 1:12—14 (NIV)

¢ In waiting, where is God wanting me to increase my faithfulness?

“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you,
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

2 Peter 3:8-9 (NIV)

Take your next step

1. trust 2. in me 3. around me
4. pray 5.through me o E
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