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Chinese Grammar:Z4"(cai) vs g (jiu)
https://youtu.be/855Y5Q0tNPE

Ni kuai dianr, Zhaou Jié 1un de yan chang hui 7 dian jiu kai shi le.

A: R RS, B RRBE B 27 2 F B T.

Bu ji, xian zai cai wu dian, hai zao ne!

B: A8, MAEST I =, & B R

(ban xido shi hou)

(% /N BB

Wu dian ban le, wdé men yao chi dao le.

A: B o= ¥ T7,H®HM EREET.

Yan chang hui gt dian cai kai shi, wo men hai you shi jian ne.

B: B =t = 74 /i &M &F B E R
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@
Time Words +7+ V + (0) VS Time Words +Ft +V + (0) +7

later than expected earlier than expected

First, when “cai” and “jiu” are placed after the time words, “cai” indicates that something happened
or will happen later than the speaker expected; while “jiu” indicates that something happened or
will happen earlier than the speaker expected often with a “le” at the end of a sentence.

[515]]
Yan chang hui 7 dian cai kai shi.

g 27 &4 F .

St

Yan chang hui 7 dian jiu kai shi le.

B OB 27 RmMABE T

W&o men ba dian ban shang ban, ta jitl dian cai dao.

XN N\N=s ¥ L ¥ fMAsF F.

W6 men ba dian ban shang ban, ta ba dian jiu dao le.

M JN = ¥ & B MNANSH BT

Ta si shi sui cai jié han.

fit W+ % 7+ & 1&.

Ta ér shi sui jiu jié han le.

ft —+ % m & | 7.
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Da li yong le liang ge xiao shi cai xi€¢ wan zuo ye.

AKARTHE NN BHFEFxEME A

Xiao shéng yong le 15 fen zhong jiu xié wan zuo ye le.

1 ® B 7155 ¥ mMERXE Fl T,

Zhé bén sha ta hua le san tian cai du wan.
X X B#ET=XAIERE
Zhé bén sha ta hua le yi tian jiu du wan le.

X K BET —XKmiEE T

@
Z+(V)+Num.+M.W+N., F+(V)+Num.+M.W+N.

a small quantity, etc. a large quantity,etc

Second, “cai” and “jit” can be used in a sentence together indicating comparison. In this case, “cai”
indicates a smaller quantity, extent, or a lower ability; while “jiu” indicates a larger quantity
extent, or a higher ability.

[5a]]
Ni mai le shi bén sha cai hua 200 kuai, wé mai le yi bén sha jiu huale200 kuai.

RET +XB F & 200 R, 3 X 7T —&K F 5 &7 200 R,

Ta men yi ge xué xiao cai 50 ge xué sheng, wo men yi ge ban jiu 50 ge xué sheng.

il —1T% & #500MF %, T MN—TWHRSONF .
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Ta cai shi sui jiu hui shud wi mén yu yan le.

A +%5mes W AT BES T

®
FL+(V)+Num.+M.W.+N.: only

Fh+N. +V. : only

Third, “jit” can express “only” in common sentences.
[515]]
W jiu chT le ban wan fan.

® oz T m R

Jin tian jiu 5 du.

% R E5 E.

Zhé jian shi jiu ta zhT dao.

X F @it HOE.

(4)
S.+A+V.P vs S.+®i+V.P+ (7))

just happened be about to happen

Forth, “cai” can also indicate that something happened just now, while “jit” indicates that
something is about to happen.

[5161]
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W&o men cai ch1 guo fan.

B N Az 3 Rk

W6 men yi huir jiu cht fan.

® 1 — 2L 3% Rz R

W6 cai dao jia, gang fang xia sha bao.

B4 OB KM OE T H H

W jiu dao jia le, zai déng yi huir.

¥ BB XRT, BF —=)L

®

Fixed phrases

Pattern: R ﬁ ...... j— ......
[5a]]
Zhi you dud shud, ni de zhong wén cai néng ti gao.

R B % ® RBd X 4 & &S

Zhi you nu li cai néng zud hao gong zuo.

R BE8LFT &8 W % I 1%

ra guod jiu
Pattern: ﬂu % ...... 'ij‘l'}t ......
[5a]]
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RuU gud you kun nan jiu géi wo da dian hua.

m RE BHME #e®‘IT B OIE

Ru gud ni men yi jTng bu xiang’ai le, jiu fén shou ba.

mR R 2E&TMHE BT, B FE

Pattern: /D\ % ...... 'ij‘l'}t ......
(514 ]
Zhi yao ni nu li xué xi, jiu hui you jin bu.

R 2 HREH FI, B Bt &

Zhi yao xia yu, ta x1n qging jiu hui bu hao.

RETH #OERSF

yi jiu
Pattern: —sssses Bheeeree
[515]]
Ma ma yi dao jia jiu qu zuo fan le.

B E— B RHMEMIR T,

Lo sht yi lai da jia jiu bu shud hua le.

Z i — RAK B A B OIE T
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Conclusion

Time Words+= +V+(0): later than expected

#

Time Words+ & +V+(0)+ 7 : earlier than

expected

7 +(V)+Num.+M.W+N.: earliness, a small quantity,

1.When jiau is used in comparison

etc. sentences,

cai wi dian #h +(V)+Num.+M.W+N.: a larger quantity
T R or a higher ability, etc.

cai shi ge rén 2. When jiu is used in common sentences,
+ 4+ 4~ A Fh+(V)+Num.+M.W+N.: only

cai san ge yué

T =41A

Z+N. X FL+N. +V.: only

S+ +V.: just happened

S.+HL+V.+ 7T : beabout to happen

ragud jiu

1. jn % ------ ;ﬁjﬁ ------ if.--then---
zhiyao jiu

2.0 ZEeenes T weeee as long as
y1 jiu

3, —renas Hfeennee as soon as
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