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FORMING FRIENDSHIPS LIKE JESUS
The Lost Art of Friendship, Part 1
Pastor Andy Wood
September 30 - October 1, 2023

Friendship comes from

“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make
a helper who is just right for him.” Genesis 2:18 (NLT)

HOW DID JESUS FORM FRIENDSHIPS WITH PEOPLE?

“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father’s one and only Son.” John 1:14 (NLT)

“I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now
you are my friends, since | have told you everything the Father told me. You didn’t
choose me. | chose you. | appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. This is my command:
Love each other.” John 15:15-17 (NLT)

THREE WAYS TO FORM FRIENDSHIPS LIKE JESUS:

1. Be

Jesus took the first step towards people.
Who can you take a step towards this week?

“The following day John was again standing with two of his disciples. As Jesus
walked by, John looked at him and declared, ‘Look! There is the Lamb of God!’
When John’s two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus. Jesus looked around
and saw them following. ‘What do you want?’ he asked them. They replied, ‘Rabbi’
(which means ‘Teacher’), ‘where are you staying?’ ‘Come and see,’ he said. It was
about four o’clock in the afternoon when they went with him to the place where
he was staying, and they remained with him the rest of the day.”

John 1:35-39 (NLT)

saddleback.hk

SADDLEBACK NOTES

2. Be aware of

Jesus assessed people's level of desire for friendship.

*  Their desires.
What do they want out of this friendship?

* My desires.
What do | want out of this friendship?

3. Be

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead
of him to every town and place where he was about to go.”
Luke 10:1 (NIV)

“He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send
them out to preach.” Mark 3:14 (NIV)

“He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply
distressed and troubled. ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of
death,’” he said to them. ‘Stay here and keep watch.” Mark 14:33-34 (NIV)

Jesus loved the crowds, but he chose a few close friends.

Embracing my relational limitations is an act of

“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not
love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how much he loved us by
sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life
through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved

us that much, we surely ought to love each other.” 1 John 4:7-11 (NLT)

Take your next step
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