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THE ROAD TO R.E.C.O.V.E.R.Y

In honor of Pastor John Baker who led Celebrate Recovery for 28 years.
This is my 1993 message that launched our global CR movement.
Rick Warren
7 March 2021

THE EIGHT BEATITUDES OF JESUS

BEATITUDE #1 "God blesses those who recognize they are spiritually helpless.
They belong to the kingdom of heaven.” - Matthew 5:3 (GW)

R | need help. | realize that I'm not God and | admit I'm
powerless to control my harmful attitudes and action and my life is unmanageable.
(Naming my Problem)

"Sometimes it takes a painful situation to make us change our ways."

- Proverbs 20:30 (TEV)
“Stop fooling yourselves!” - Corinthians 3:18a (NLT)
“Stop being childish in your thinking.” - 1 Corinthians 14:20a (NAB)
“Come back to your senses and stop sinning.” -1 Corinthians 15:34a (NLT)

BEATITUDE #2 "God blesses those who mourn their losses and He will comfort
them." - Matthew 5:4

Earnestly believe that God exists, that | matter to him, and that he has the power
to help me recover. (Reaching out in Faith)

"l don't understand myself, for | really want to do what is right, but | can’t! | end up
doing what | don't want to do, and | hate that! I'm well aware that what I'm doing is
wrong... but | can't help myself! ... The sinful urges inside me are stronger than |
am ... Who can free me from all this? Thank God, the answer is Jesus!”

- Romans 7:15-17, 24 (LB)

BEATITUDE #3 "God blesses those who practice meekness. The whole earth will
belong to them!" - Matthew 5:5

MEEKNESS IS: LET GO & LET GOD!

C choose to commit all my life and will to Christ's care
and control. (Letting Go)

Jesus: "Anyone who intends to come with me has to let me lead. You're not in the

driver's seat; | am...” - Matthew 16:24 (The Message)
“Anyone who tries to live by his own effort, independent of God, is doomed
to failure.” - Galatians 3:10a (The Message)
“Give yourself to the Lord; trust in him, and he will help you.” - Psalm 37:5 (TEV)
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BEATITUDE #4 “God blesses those with a cleansed heart. They get to see God.”
- Matthew 5:8
Katharos - clean or cleansed

Openly examine and confess my faults - to myself, to God, and to someone | trust.
(Coming Clean)

"Let us examine our ways and test them and return to the Lord." - Lamentations 3:40
"Search me. O God, and know my heart; test my thoughts. Point out anything you find

in me that makes you sad..." - Psalm 139:23-24 (LB)
“You will never succeed in life if you try to hide your sins. But if you confess them and
give them up; then God will show mercy to you.” - Proverbs 28:13 (TEV)

"Admit your faults to one another and pray for each other so that you may be healed."
- James 5:16a (LB)
God: "...No matter how deep the stain of your sins, | can take it out and make you as

clean as freshly fallen snow!" - Isaiah 1:18a (LB)
"Stop lying to each other; tell the truth, for we are parts of each other and when we lie
to each other we are hurting ourselves. " - Ephesians 4:25 (LB)

BEATITUDE #5 “God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty to do what's right!”
- Matthew 5:6

\' submit to every change God wants to make in my life and
humbly ask him to remove my character defects. (Making Changes)

"Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to
him... and let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind..."
- Romans 12:1b-2 (GN)

BEATITUDE #6 "God blesses those who show mercy to others. They will be shown
mercy.” - Matthew 5:7

Evaluate all my relationships. Offer forgiveness to those who’ve hurt me and make
amends for the harm I've done to others except when doing so would harm them or
others. (Repairing Relationships)

"Get rid of all bitterness, rage, and anger... along with every form of malice. Be kind
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BEATITUDE #7 “God blesses peacemakers. He calls them his children.”
- Matthew 5:9

R a daily time with God for self-examination, Bible reading, and
prayer in order to know God and his will for my life and gain the power to do his will.
(Maintaining Momentum)

“Continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
- 2 Peter 3:18a (TEV)
“If you continue in my Word, then you are my disciples indeed; And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” - John 8:31b-32 (KJV)
“... We are confident that God will continue to rescue us, since you are also_joining to
help us when you pray for us.” - 2 Corinthians 1:10b—11a (GW)
“Never stop praying, especially for others. Always pray by the power of the Spirit. Stay
alert and keep praying for God's people. “ - Ephesians 6:18 (CEV)
‘I want you to finish what you've started... Having started the ball rolling so
enthusiastically, you should carry it through to completion... Let your enthusiasm at
the start be equaled by your actions now.” -2 Cor. 8:10-11 (LB)

BEATITUDE #8 "God blesses those who do what’s right even when they are insulted,
mistreated, lied about, and slandered because they follow me. A great reward awaits
you in heaven.” - Matthew 5:11-12

Y myself to be used by God to bring this Good News to others, by
my example and my words. (Helping Others)

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have.” - 1 Peter 3:15a (NIV)

“My brothers and sisters, when any of you wander away from the truth, you should
help that person recover and come back. Don’t write them off. Go after them! And
remember this: Anytime you bring a friend who'’s sinned back from the wrong way,
you save their soul from death and you cover a multitude of sins with forgiveness.”

- James 5:19-20 (NCV/The Message)

1. Recognize 2. Consciously 3. Voluntarily 4. Reserve 5. Yield
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