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Chinese Grammar: A~(bu) VS ;& (méi)
https://youtu.be/mDcuY20i46¢

(1)

Ni zudtian zénme méi 14i?

A: R BEX  Ba & k?
Why didn't you come yesterday?
W6 zudtian bu shafu, sudyi méi lai.

B: ¥ HMEX A &FBk, PTRL & %k
As I wasn’t felling very well, so I didn't come yesterday.
Ni qu yiyuan le ma?

A: R X BBt T M52
Did you go to the hospital?
Méiyou, wd bu xiang qu yiyuan.

B: &A, IZ A B % EK

No, I don’t want to go to the hospital.

(2)
Wdmen mingtian qu kan dianying ba!
A A BAX £ & HE B!
Let's go to the cinema tomorrow!
W4 bu xiang qu.
B: & A8 *.
I don't want to see a movie.
Ni bu xihuan kan dianying ma?
A: R A ER F OBFE B2
Don't you like watching movies?
Bu shi, xia ge xingqr yao kdoshi, wd hai méi fuxi ne.
B: &, TN EH E =, & & &k EJ K.

No, it’s only because there is an exam next week, but I haven’t reviewed yet.
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Explanation

Similarity

bu mei

A + V. /adj. & + V. /adj.

“Bu” hé “méi ” dou shi fuci, hbumian dou keéyi jia dongci hé xingrongci.

“AT MR ® = ENE, FE & Wl i 3hiE A RRE.

“bu”and “méi”are both adverbs,which can be followed by verbs or adjectives.
W0 bu qu Béijing.

Ee: & 4 % dt=.

W6 méi qu Béijing.

® R F AR

Ta bu shou.

ft ~ &,

Ta méi shou.

i ® &

Negate Different Content

meéi
4 negates objective facts

“

Méi ” zhlyao féuding kéguan shishi, dud yongyu guoqu hé xianzai.

R OEE O BE BW OEX, O ORT gEF M OH#E.
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“méi”mainly negates the objective facts, which is often used in the past and present tenses.
Ta zuotian méi 1ai xuéxiao.
Eg:  BEX & 3K ZFERK. C(in the past)

Zhé ge shdujt méi huai.

S

X 4 FH & . (in the present)

bu

~ negates subjective will and feelings

“ Bu ” féuding zhuguan yiyuan hé ganshou, kéyi yongyu guoqu, xianzai hé jianglai.
AT BE O OEW OBE M RBRE, AL BT #Z% WEM Bk

“Bu” negates subjective wills and feelings, it can be used in the past, present and future

tenses.
W0 zudtian bu shifu, sudyi qing jia le.

Eg: 3t BEX I &FER, FFL B 18 7. (in the past)

W0 xianzai bu é.
¥} IMAE A %, (in the present)

W6 mingtian bu qu xuéxiao.

* BAX A X ZE#. C(in the future)

“ Bu ” hai jingchang fouding mou zhong xiguan.
Note: “R” & K& HE F #H IR

“Bu” is often used to negate an habitual action.
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Ta chi su, bu chirou.

Eg: fit 12z &, I Iz A,

Ta bu chouyan, bu hé jia.

fir A~ HIE, A4 0§ E.

Go with different words

méi/bu
1. 3&/A + modal verbs or psych verbs
méi
(1) & + a |limited number of modal verbs and psych verbs
Bird:“ néng, gan, xiang ” déng. Yiban yong zai guoqushi.
tban: “gE. B WY F. —K&k B # ZER.
For example:"néng, gan, xiang”and so on. It’s always used in the past events.
W& méi néng bang ta.

Ee: 3k & B H .

W6 méi gan jinqu.

* R OB HE

W6 méi xiang bang ta.

*oR OB (.
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bu
(2) A + all modal verbs and psych verbs
Kéyi yong zai guoqushi, xianzaishi hé jianglaishi.
AL A & JER.  DER 1 OkET.
It can be used in the past, present and future events.
Ta bu hui kaiche.

Eg: tltZ?%‘ FZE,

W3 bu xihuan kan dianshi.
* 1~ EXFHF B

W jintian bu xiang chi pisa.

* SR AT B R B

Ni bu yinggai he tai dud.
RPNz 18 X %

Méi you bu shi
228 & TR
Fouding dongci “ you ”, zhinéng yong “ méi ”;
BE g “B7, ReE A “B;
To negate the verb “you”, you can only use “méi”.
Fouding dongci “ shi ”, zhinéng yong “ bu .
mE WA 'R, REE A T

To negate the verb “shi”, you can only use “bu”.
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W06 méi you gége.

Eg: & % B &f o

Fangzi li méi you rén.

BFF BE&% A A

Zhuozi shang méi you sha.

fFF L & A B

W6 bu shi xuésheng, wo shi laoshi.

A2 FHE, & E EW

Ta bu shi Méiguo rén, ta shi Yingguo rén.

it ~ 2 XE A, 2 ®=E A

méi bu
3. &/A + adjectives
méi
(1) & + only a few adjectives
negate the change of a situation
Ta de bing hai méi hao.
Eg: # B9 ® & % .

Hao jitu bu jian, ni méi pang yé méi shou, hai shi yigian nayang.
¥ AR, RE B & B, &2 LUET A
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bu
(2) & + most adjectives

negate the state of somebody or something.
Ta de didi bu gao.
Eg: ftb BY 3% T &.

Zhé ge bao bu haokan.

X NME T FE

méi

4. & + N v
bu
A~ + N X

“Méi ” houmian keéyi zhijié jia mingci, bidoshi “ méi you .
“%” BE W B2 o RiE, ®ROBRE” .
“Méi” can be followed by a noun to indicate “méi you”.

“Bu ” houmian bu kéyi jid mingci.

‘A7 RBRE A AL R
But “bu”can’t be followed by a noun.
Ta méi gian mai xin shoujl.

Ee: ftb 7% $% £ 1 Fil.

Kafaidian li méi jiu, zhiydu kaféi.
mMEE B g B, RAE ek
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Méi guanxi bu keqi
5. % XA & r ES
Never mind You're welcome
“Méi guanxi ” hé “ bu kéqi ” shi guding duanyu, fenbié yong lai huiying daogian hé ganxie.
“RXRT MAES'R BE EE £% OB k@BE  EK MR

“Méi guanxi”’and “bu keqi”are set phrases. They are used in response to apologies and thanks

respectively.

Duibugqi.
Eg: A: RTJ-Z:EO

Méi guanxi.

B: & XA,

Xiexie!
A: 55!

Bu keqi!
B: £ &Y!

Conclusion

Similarity ¥/ A+ v./adj.

Negate subjective wills and
feelings, negate habitual
actions (used in the past,

present and future events)

Negate objective facts (often
Main difference used in the past and present
events)
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% /7 + modal verbs & + only : few modal verbs /A + all modal verbs
( ﬁlﬁ ~ g S ﬁ& )
Negate the verb “B” N X
Negate the verb “2&” X v

% + only a few adjectives

/A + most adjectives

B/ + adj. Negate the change of a situation Negate the state of_ somebody or
something
% /7 +N. v x
Set phrases R A AES
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