
Writing 
Technology - now and then 

Task 2



1  Work with your teacher. Read the Task 2 question below and answer the questions which follow.

1  Which part of the statement contains a positive development and which part contains a
negative development?

2  Which of the two views do the notes below relate to? Give reasons and examples.

a  more convenient/greater convenience            b  harmful to society

c  affecting production at work negatively         d  more practical

2  You can generate ideas by thinking of opposites. What are the opposites of the ideas in
exercise 1? Can you think of examples to support them?

positive:

negative:

a

b

c

d



3   What other ways can you use to generate ideas?

4  Work with your teacher. When you write an introduction it needs to reflect the structure and 
meaning of the writing task. Look at the following introductions for the writing task above.         
Decide which two are suitable and why.

1  In some people's eyes, the influence of technology over our lives is beneficial, and yet to 
others, it is harmful.

2  Technology is part of our daily lives. While some people see this situation has brought many 
improvements, others feel that technology is too controlling. Personally, I think that technology is 
largely beneficial.

3  With recent scientific advances, it is argued by some that many positive changes have been
brought about in people's lives by technology. Other people believe, however, that we are losing 
control of our lives to technology. Personally, I feel it is a mixture of both.

5  Improve the introduction which is not suitable in exercise 4 above.

6 The paragraph below develops the writer’s own opinion in answer to the Task 2 question above. 
Read the paragraph and match it to one of the two suitable introductions in exercise 4.



7   Put each of the linking words in bold in exercise 6 into the correct box in the table below.

8   Decide what other words can be used to indicate examples and add them to the table.

9  Decide which words in the box below can be used to replace the words in exercises 6 and 7 and 
add them to the table.

10  Rewrite the paragraph in exercise 6 by doing at least two of the following:

• changing all the examples in the paragraph
• changing the linking words in bold in the paragraph
• changing some of the nouns and verbs
• changing the adjectives

Check that your new paragraph reads well. Share your paragraph with your teacher.

conjunction/contrast:

conjunction/reason:

adverb/additional information:

adverb/result:

other/purpose:



11   Write your own answer to the Task 2 question below. When you have finished check your
answer using the checklist.
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