
Ready for speaking



Introduction
    The IELTS Speaking module lasts between 11 and 14 minutes and has three parts.
     The exam is recorded.
     The examiner assesses your ability to communicate effectively in English.

Part 1 

Part 1 takes between four to five minutes. You will be asked general questions about yourself, such
as family, your job/studies, or your interests, and a variety of similar and familiar topics. You will be
assessed on your ability to give opinions and information on these topics.

1   Work with your teacher. Look at the two sets of Part 1 questions about Friends and Crafts and 
decide how you would answer each question. Then choose a set each and ask each other questions.

Notes:

2  Look at the following beginnings to possible answers to the three questions in set A. Decide 
which one is not suitable and why.

1  I like friends

2  We tend to go to the cinema or the theater, because …

3  Yes, sometimes, because …

4  There are many reasons, but perhaps the most important is …



3   Using the correct sentence rhythm and stress helps your intelligibility, and good pronunciation leads 
to a higher school. You can help yourself relax as you speak by developing a rhythm and breathing properly. 
Look at sentence 2 above. You can create a rhythm by stressing the important words like verbs and nouns.

We tend to go to the cinema or theater, because …

Say these words and then read the sentence beginning. Take a shallow breath at the comma before 
the word because. Decide which words you should stress in sentence 4 above.

There are many reasons, but perhaps the most important is ...

4  Work with your teacher. To help you understand the examiner better, decide which nouns and 
verbs the examiner will stress in the questions in set A. Then do the same with the questions in set B.

Stressed words in set A Stressed words in set B



5  Think of your own sentence beginnings for set B. Then decide which words to stress and practice 
saying the nouns and verbs as in exercise 3.

Possible beginnings for set B

6   Take turns asking and answering the questions again, using a different set from the one you chose 
in exercise 1.



Part 2

In Part 2 the examiner will give you a Task Card with a topic from a wide range of areas. You will be
given one minute to think about the topic and make notes before you speak. You should speak for
one to two minutes. When you have finished speaking, the examiner will ask one or two questions to
round off the topic. You will be assessed on your ability to speak at length about a topic, organize
your ideas and use appropriate language.  

1   Work with your teacher. Decide which Task Cards 1-6 the candidate notes a-f  relate to.



2   Work with your teacher. Decide how the words in the notes for the first two topics relate to each part 
of the topic.

Task Card 1:

Describe a place where you enjoy studying: 

where this place is:

when you first visited this place:

what this place is like:

and explain why you enjoy studying there:

Task Card 2:

Describe a skill you would like to learn

what the skill is:

when would you like to learn this skill:

where would you like to learn this skill:

and explain why you would like to learn this skill:



3   Look at the possible answer for the topic in Task Card 3. Identify the paraphrase the speaker
uses for the notes that they prepared.

guitar:

last August:

on holiday:

little time:

annoying:

not relaxing:



4 Track 18    Listen to a candidate talking about Task Card 2 in exercise 1. Identify the 
differences between the notes about the candidate's answer.

musical instrument:

soon:

class - irritating:

privately:

relaxing:

helps concentration:

healthy:

5   Decide whether you think the changes make the answer better or not. Give reasons. 

Notes:

6   Work with your teacher. Each choose a card for each other. Make your own notes or use the 
notes above. Then take turns talking about the topic on your cards. When you have finished 
speaking, give each other feedback using the checklist below.

Notes:

https://www.englishastir.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ReadyFor_IELTS_Track18.mp3


Part 3

In Part 3, you will have a discussion with 
the examiner, which will last between four 
and five minutes. The discussion will be 
linked to the topic in Part 2, but it is more 
abstract so you are not encouraged to talk 
about personal experiences. You will be 
assessed on your ability to communicate 
and justify views and discuss and analyze 
issues.

1  Work with your teacher. Look at the 
following Part 3 questions and discuss 
what you might include in your answers.

Notes:

Track 19  Listen to Part 3. Number the examiner's questions 1-6 below in the order that they are asked.2 

1. How essential do you think it'll be for workforces in the future to be proficient 

technologically?

2. Do you think it's important to keep acquiring new skills throughout one's life?

3. Should preparation of children and young people for work focus on computing skills at 

the expense of practical skills?

4. Do you think people will have to work longer in the future?

5. How can people ensure that work does not control their lives?

6. In what way do you think learning only computing skills can be a disadvantage in life?

https://www.englishastir.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ReadyFor_IELTS_Track19.mp3


3   With your teacher. Take turns asking and answering the questions in exercise 1. Give each other 
feedback using the checklist below.



https://englishastir.com
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