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Journey to the Manger, Part 2
Pastor Andy Wood
December 9-10, 2023

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About
that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where
is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to
worship him.”

Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)

“I see him, but not here and now. | perceive him, but far in the distant future. A
star will rise from Jacob; a scepter will emerge from Israel.”
Numbers 24:17 (NLT)

THE WAY TO FIND WHAT I’'M LOOKING FOR

1. Know what I'm

“The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at
Jesus as he walked by and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following
and said to them, ‘What are you seeking?”

John 1:35-38a (ESV)

I'm searching for:

“It would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We
are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud
pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday
at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”

— C.S. Lewis

“What do workers gain from their toil? | have seen the burden God has laid on the
human race. He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity
in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to
end.”

Ecclesiastes 3:9-11 (NIV)
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2. Commit to be a wholehearted of truth.

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that
time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to

worship him.” Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)

I get to decide if life will push me toward or away from truth.

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”
Jeremiah 29:13 (NIV)

“King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in
Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law
and asked, ‘Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?’ ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’
they said, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: “And you, O Bethlehem in the land of
Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you
who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.” Then Herod called for a private
meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star first
appeared. Then he told them, ‘Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child.
And when you find him, come back and tell me so that | can go and worship him,
too!” Matthew 2:3-8 (NLT)

3. Keep stepping toward what is

“After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the
east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They
entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:9-11 (NLT)

4. Give of in worship.

Take your next step

1. looking for 2. seeker 3. revealed 4. yourself
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