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Cluster Queen
Lesson 10 Part 2: Dependent Vertical Cluster

Here is another dependent vertical cluster I created for this lesson. This cluster is very similar to the first one I made, 
but I used a different set of elements.

Class by Jen White



Page 2       Cluster Queen © 2018 Jen White, all rights reserved.

Step Three: Scraplift
What does it mean to scraplift? In this class, “scraplift” means to copy another person’s design using elements from your 
own stash.

•	 Begin with two vertically offset photo masks. The masks can be rectangular or circular.
•	 Add frames to the masks if you wish, but using frames is going to add to the number of elements you are using and 

could very easily complicate the cluster.
•	 To keep the focus of the class on clusters, do not add photos to your clusters in Step Three.

Note: Using less than two photo masks in this cluster is not recommended because the arrangement of the masks helps to 
give the cluster its vertical appearance. However, you may add more than two photos if you are very careful to only have 
one focal point.

•	 Choose six elements from your stash that are similar to the ones provided in this lesson. For help choosing your own 
elements, re-read Why These Five Elements from Step One.

•	 Using your six chosen elements, create a dependent vertical cluster similar to my solution in Step Three.

Check Up
•	 Does your cluster contain two vertically offset photo masks (without photos clipped to them)?
•	 Does your cluster contain a variety of textures?
•	 Did you stick to a coordinating color theme?
•	 Does your cluster contain one central focal point?
•	 Do all of your elements stem from or pass through the one focal point?
•	 Try the arrow test.
•	 Are your linear elements spanning from the top of your cluster to the bottom?
•	 Did you keep the width of the cluster under control?
•	 Did you avoid symmetry?
•	 Did you apply your cluster’s drop shadows appropriately? Use my Drop Shadows chart in Step Two as a guide.
•	 Sample Elements
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Cluster Destinations
You will certainly want to DO something with the beautiful clusters you create, including adding a beautiful photo.

As mentioned in the video in step two, dependent vertical clusters are perfect for being the sole focal point of a scrapbook 
page.

And, because of the offset placement of the photo masks, every dependent vertical cluster you create comes with the perfect 
position for a title and a little journaling.

Here is another page and cluster I created following the design guidelines of the dependent vertical cluster. These clusters 
will always create a beautiful scrapbook page in only a matter of minutes.
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How will you use your dependent vertical cluster? I’d love to see what you create. If you post in a gallery on the web, send 
me a link so I can leave a comment.

I am so glad you joined me for Cluster Queen. Please take a moment to let me know about your experience. I’d love to hear 
about the progress you made and any ahh-ha moments you had along the way.

Jen White, Instructor for Cluster Queen

P.S. Don’t forget! You have lifetime access to Cluster Queen. Feel free to come back and visit often for a refresher or just for 
a little fun.
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