Women in the
Reformation

Women in Christian History

MRCC Fall ‘21

Vita Apostolica

Three basic principles:

- Primitivism - restoration of the
early church described in Acts

Evangelicalism - a passionate love
for souls at home and abroad

Voluntary Poverty - simple living,
sharing of necessary property, and
service to the poor
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Beguines

— Religious order active in northern Europe

in the 13t-16% centuries

— No formal vows, but committed to
celibacy, voluntary poverty, care of poor

and sick, and devotional practices

Lollard Movement

rotestant movement led by John Wycliffe in 14

Believed that C
true Christian man and woman living
1's Participatiol
ough a minority, women took a leading role

Memorized scripture, taught it, and debated pr
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Christine de Pizan (1364-1430)

Well-educated as a child
Poet and author at the court of King Charles VI

Wrote

Only female voices, examples, and opinions are used in the text
Jsing theological arguments from Gen 1:26, she
against Aristotelian view that men and women are equally
capable of virtue
Promoted women’s education and literacy

Christine de Piz

Cornelius Agrippa
Jobility and Superiority of the Female Sex” (1509)




Cornelius Agrippa

“Nobility and Superiority of the Female Sex” (1509)

Renaissance
Trends

Legal Changes

* Increasing subjugation of women to male guardians

* Women incapable of legal responsibility due to
“imbecility” (revival of Aristotle)

Political Changes

* Women paid taxes and owned property, yet excluded
from citizenship in new city-states and kingdoms

* Despite powerful women rulers (Mary and Elizabeth
Tudor, Catherine de Medici), Protestants believed
women’s rule was unnatural and contrary to scripture

Economic Changes

* Paid work was separated from domestic work

* Formerly female professions (brewing, baking,
pharmacy, printing) became male-only

* Fewer opportunities for financial independence
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Benefits to Women

— Men and women both created in image of God — women no

longer viewed as “impure”

Medieval women had to transcend their sex to gain

authority; for Protestants, female body was not a problem
Sanctified :].Lil) labors of women
Men were to respect and learn from their wives

Emphasis on Bible led to higher literacy rates, more
educational opportunities (though women’s options did not

extend past youth)
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Martin Luther: S Marviage is “the frst order of God',al

women should be married

/\CZ arrz.age and —  “The married state is not n.m])' equal

¢ to all other states but pre-eminent
Sexualzg/ over them all, by they Raiser,
princes, bishops...for it is the

commonest, noblest state.” (Luther)

; . > Marriage is “the first order of God”; all
Martzn Lut}ler‘ women should be married

/\jz ) S Serual iy @utiatile merdeae i arttaime
arrlage and e ui]lt) utside marriage is criticized

and criminalized

S&Z‘%Clllty > End of clerical celibacy; no more

“clerical whores” or “clerical bastards”

Marital Duties:

— Both partners should be sexually
available to each other
Adultery is punishable in men and

women equally

— Women are subordinate to husbands

Motherhood is a woman’s primary
vocation; closer women 1dentified as wife

and mother, godlier they became
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to be somewhat different

Imélge Qf GOd? “_.for the woman appears

from the man, having

different members and a
much weaker nature.... For
as the sun 1s more excellent
than the moon (although
the moon, too, is a very
ellent |.|Ut1“\ ), so the
woman, although she was a
most beautiful work of
theless was not
the equal of the male in

glory and prestige.”

“This punishment [of servitude] too sptings from original sin, and the
woman bears it just as unwilling -ars those pains and
Inconvenier 1 e been placed on the 1. The rule remair

1e husband, and the wife is compelled to obey him by God’s con

He ru he home, and the 2 i, defends his possessions, tills
the soil, plants, etc. The wife, on the othe nd, is like a nail driven
into the wall. She sits at home... If Ey d persisted in the truth,
would not have been subjected to the rule of her husband, but sh
herself would have been a partner in the rule which is now

concern of men....In this ve is punished.”




In the Home

“For just as the snail carries its house with it, so the wife should
stay at home and look after the affairs of the household, as one
who has been deprived of the ability of administering those

affairs that are outside and that concern the state.”

(Luther, Lectures on Gene:

Martin Luther: Marriage and Sexuality

“Unlike Catholicism, Luther did not promote female models of

spiritual power. Luther’s God was not influenced by the Virgin

Mary or supported by the work of female saints. Instead of the
Virgin Mary, Luther extolled the virtues of Martha, the sister

of Lazarus, who stayed in the kitchen, prepared the food, and

oversaw the household.”

(Katherine French and Allyson Poska, #Women and Gender in the

Western Past)
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Dissolution of Monasteries

“How should it come to any good when women join themselves
in a separate life, contrary to the ordinance of God, yes, against

o
ag:

give themselves to obedience to a woman, who has

nature, they
neither reason nor the understanding to govern whether in
spiritual or in temporal matters, who ought not to govern but

) » OOVer »
to be Hx.ui|HH|.

- ‘\1,1:;‘>F.r|,|1‘.:.‘ town council, 1534

Closing of the Convents

Biblical ideal was seen as wife and mother; no place for

celibates
Many women lost the opportunity for higher education
Women lost opportunities for independent ministry

Women were cut out of economic opportunities as social

structures shifted to patriarchal family units

10/14/2021



10/14/2021

Outspoken Women

Katherine Zell wanted to be judged “not according to the
the standards of one whom God has filled

woman, but accor .Iiu_g‘

Holy Spirit”
Argula von Grumbach w written to you is no woman'’s
a member of the Christian

chit-chat, but the of ind [ F
i f Hell cannot prevail...I am not unfamiliar
en [ see that

n he said, ‘He

Church against v r t
women should be silent in church, b

eak, [ am driven by the
will T confess”

with Paul

Radical Reformers (Anabaptists)

Followers of Menno Simmons tes), Michael Sattler
I in adu e

Jan Hutter (Hutt (
A adical ide

1 ke
S 2 model; S l1Ke

baptism and tried t
pticism, prophecy

o Magisterial

e in informal leadership — evangelizing
| writing hymns

calyptic prophet Ursula Jost

10



WITCHES
Malleus Maleficarum (1486)

MALLEVS

MALEFICARVM,

MALEFICAS ET EARVM

¢ German handbook for exterminating witches . Tnercim Famed conteeas
EX VARIIS AVCTORIBVS COMPILATVS,
. . in quatuor s iufté diftriburus,
« Before 1400, accusations of witchcraft were extremely rare b o 1

SFORFM DFO FRIORES VANAS DEMONYM
fo corem dei 1

* In 1480s, the priests Heinrich Krdmer and Jakob Sprenger began
exorcising demons

* Condemned by the church, they self-published a handbook

* Characteristics of every witch:
1. Renounced her Christian faith

2. Sacrificed unbaptized infants to Satan
3. Devoted her whole life to the devil
4

M. DC. IXTX,
CYM FAIVILIGID RIS

Engaged in sexual relations with the devil and/or incubi
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WITCHES
Malleus Maleficarum (1486)

“When a woman thinks alone, she thinks evil...They are feebler
both in mind and body. It is not surprising that they should
come more under the spell of witchcraft.... And it should be
noted that there was a defect in the formation of the first
woman, since she was formed from the rib of the breast which
is bent in the contrary direction to a man...And since through
the first defect in their intelligence, they are always more prone
to abjure the faith, so through their second defect of inordinate
passions, they search for, brood over and inflict various
vengeances, either by witchcraft or by other means. Wherefore
it is no wonder that so great a number of witches exist in this

”

SEX.

22
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WITCHES

“In all ages it is found true by
experience that the devil hath more
easily and oftener prevailed with
women than with men. Hence it was
that the Hebrews of ancient times
used it for a proverb: The more
women, the more witches.”

(Williams Perkins, Discourse of the
Damned Art of Witchcraft, 1596)
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* Clemency: trafficking with the devil is a sign of mental instability — mercy should be exercised
(Reginald Scot, The Discoverie of Witchcraft, 1584)

* Punishment: “Though it be a woman and the weaker vessel, she shall not escape, she shall not
be suffered to live, but must die the death.” (Williams Perkins, Discourse of the Damned Art of
Witcheraft, 1596)

24
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FEMICIDE

* Witchhunts targeted women
*  80% of all accused witches were female
* Reasons: women are “wrathful,” “credulous,” and have “slippery tongues”;
“sisters of Eve”

» Intense campaign against witches between 1450 and 1650; over 1 million
people executed

* Some entire villages were massacred — in one town, 389 women were killed
and only one escaped

* 600 women burned by a single bishop in Bamberg, Germany; 900 killed in a
year in Wiirzburg

* Many opposed the witchhunts, but they abruptly ended around 1690; last
known execution was in 1775 in Germany

* Probably a result of social transitions and growing wealth inequalities, as
well as women’s more public roles
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Good for Women?

“Some see it as elevating the status of most women in praise of
marriage, other see it as limiting women by denying them the
opportunity for education and independence in monasteries and
stressing wifely obedience, and still others see it as having little
impact, with its stress on marriage a response to economic and

social changes that had already occurred, and not a cause of

those chang:

lerry Wiesner-Hanks, Gender in History: Global Perspectives)
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