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Perspectives on Yerushalayim  

through the Eyes of Our Classical Sources 

Based on a shiur by Rav Moshe Taragin on the teachings of Rav Yehuda Amital 

Source 1: Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 7:15 

בקשרי המלחמה ומאחר שיכנס   לעמוד כח בלבו  שאין מי האיש הירא ורך הלבב כמשמעו
בקשרי המלחמה ישען על מקוה ישראל ומושיעו בעת צרה וידע שעל יחוד השם הוא עושה  
מלחמה וישים נפשו בכפו ולא יירא ולא יפחד ולא יחשוב לא באשתו ולא בבניו אלא ימחה  

בר  וכל המתחיל לחשוב ולהרהר במלחמה ומבהיל עצמו עו  זכרונם מלבו ויפנה מכל דבר למלחמה 
בלא תעשה שנאמר אל ירך לבבכם אל תיראו ואל תחפזו ואל תערצו מפניהם ולא עוד אלא שכל  
דמי ישראל תלויין בצוארו ואם לא נצח ולא עשה מלחמה בכל לבו ובכל נפשו הרי זה כמי ששפך  
דמי הכל שנאמר ולא ימס את לבב אחיו כלבבו והרי מפורש בקבלה ארור עושה מלאכת ה' רמיה  

וכל הנלחם בכל לבו בלא פחד ותהיה כוונתו לקדש את השם בלבד מובטח  ע חרבו מדם  וארור מונ
לו שלא ימצא נזק ולא תגיעהו רעה ויבנה לו בית נכון בישראל ויזכה לו ולבניו עד עולם ויזכה  
לחיי העולם הבא שנאמר כי עשה יעשה ה' לאדוני בית נאמן כי מלחמות ה' אדוני נלחם ורעה  

 והיתה נפש אדוני צרורה בצרור החיים את ה' אלהיך לא תמצא בך וגו' 

"What man is there who is fearful and is faint-hearted" (Deut. 20:8)? Exactly so. This is one whose heart 

has no strength to withstand the strains of war68He is afraid he’ll be killed in battle due to his sins.. Now, 

once one becomes entangled with the perplexities of war, he should trust the Hope of Israel, and He 

will save him in times of trouble. He should know he is doing battle for the unity of the Name. He should 

place his life in His Hands and neither be afraid nor alarmed. He should not think about his wife or his 

children. Rather, he should wipe away thoughts of them from his heart, and clear himself of everything 

for the war. Anyone who thinks about or contemplates (matters) during the battle and frightens himself 

violates a Negative Commandment, as it says, “do not be faint of heart, nor be alarmed, do not flee, and 

be not frightened before them” (Deut. 20:3). And not only that, but all the blood of Israel hangs around 

his neck. If he did not win and did not fight the battle with all his heart and soul, he is like one who spills 

everyone’s blood, as it says, “lest he not melt his brothers’ hearts as has his” (Deut. 20:8). It is explicitly 

stated in the Tradition that, “Cursed be he who does the work of G-d sluggishly, and cursed be he who 

keeps back his sword from blood” (Jeremiah 48:10). However, anyone who does fight with all his heart 

without fear, and his intentions are only to Sanctify the Name, is promised that he will not be harmed 

and nothing bad will happen to him. He will build an upright home in Israel, and he and his children will 

earn merit forever, and merit The World To Come, as it says, “certainly, G-d shall make for my master 

a faithful house, for the wars of G-d does my master fight and no evil will be found with you all your 

days…And the soul of my master will be bound with the living, with the Lord your G-d…” (I Samuel 25:28-

29).. 
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Source 2: Yeshayahu 53:12 

ל׃ אֲנִי־אֵַֽ ה וַַֽ י נְאֻם־יְהוֶָ֖ ם עֵדַַ֛ ֵ֥ ם זָָ֑ר וְאַת  ֶ֖ ין בָכ  עְתִי וְאֵֵ֥ עְתִיַׁ֙ וְהִשְמַַ֔ ַּ֤דְתִי וְהוֹשַַׁ֙ י הִגַ   אָנֹכִִ֞

I alone foretold the triumph And I brought it to pass; I announced it, And no strange god was 
among you. So you are My witnesses —declares the LORD— And I am God. 

Source 3: Yalkut Shimoni – Sefer Yeshaya – 455 

 אני אלכביכול כשאתם עדי אני אל וכשאין את עדי אין 

When you are my witnesses, I am God, and when you are not my witnesses, I – 

so to speak – am not God 

Source 4: Zecharia 9:9 

וּא עָנִיַׁ֙  ע הָ֑ יק וְנוֹשֶָ֖ ך צַדִֵ֥ ם הִנֵ ה מַלְכֵךַׁ֙ יַָּ֣בוֹא לַָ֔ ִַ֔ ת יְרוּשָלַ יעִיַׁ֙ בַַּ֣ וֹן הָרִַׁ֙ ד בַת־צִיּ֗ י מְאֹֹ֜ ב גִילִִ֨  וְרֹכֵַּ֣
וֹת׃  ן־אֲתֹנַֽ יִר ב  וֹר וְעַל־עֶַ֖   עַל־חֲמַ֔

Rejoice greatly, Fair Zion; Raise a shout, Fair Jerusalem! Lo, your king is coming 
to you. He is victorious, triumphant, Yet humble, riding on an ass, On a donkey 
foaled by a she-ass. 

Source 5: Midrash Tanchuma, Acharei Mot Ch. 12 

ם  רוּשָלַיִּ י בַת יְּ יעִּ יּוֹן הָרִּ אֹּד בַת צִּ י מְּ ילִּ יב: גִּ תִּ אֵה מַה כְּ י, רְּ רַבִּ יָה הַכֹּהֵן בְּ רֶכְּ י בְּ אָמַר רַבִּ
כֵךָ יָבוֹא לָךְ נֵה מַלְּ יק  הִּ נוֹשַע  צַדִּ יק  .זכריה ט, ט   הוּא  וְּ יב, אֶלָא  צַדִּ תִּ יעַ אֵין כְּ יק  וּמוֹשִּ  צַדִּ

נוֹשַע כֵן .הוּא  וְּ עֵךְ בָא  הוּא  וְּ שְּ נֵה יִּ יּוֹן הִּ בַת צִּ רוּ לְּ מְּ יעֵךְ בָא   ישעיה סב, יא   אוֹמֵר, אִּ מוֹשִּ
עֵךְ.  שְּ יב כָאן, אֶלָא יִּ תִּ יר, וַיּוֹשַע ה' בַיּוֹם הַ . אָמַר רַ נוֹשַע הוּא ,כִבְיָכוֹלאֵין כְּ י מֵאִּ  הוּאבִּ

רָאֵל שְּ יב כָאן.  שמות יד, ל  אֶת יִּ תִּ נִגְאָל. וְכָל זְמַן  הוּא כִבְיָכוֹל, עִם יִשְרָאֵלוַיּוֹשַע כְּ
יִשְרָאֵל נִגְאָלִין, כְאִלּוּ  .נִגְאָל הוּא ש 

Source 6: The Hallel 

ךָ: לָמָה יאֹמְרוּ הַגוֹיִם. אַיֵה לָנוּ  לאֹ   יְהוָֹהלָנוּ  לאֹ . כִי לְשִמְךָ תֵן כָבוֹד. עַל חַסְדְךָ עַל אֲמִת 
ר חָפֵץ עָשָה ם: וֵאלֹהֵינוּ בַשָמָיִם. כֹל אֲש   :נָא אֱלֹהֵיה 

Not to us, not to us, but rather to Your name, give glory for your kindness and 

for your truth. Why should the nations say, "Say, where is their God?" But our 

God is in the heavens, all that He wanted, He has done . 

/Zechariah.9.9
/Isaiah.62.11
/Exodus.14.30
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Rav Moshe Taragin: (Until he learned from Amital), “My concept of 

Kiddush/Hillul Hashem was limited to how I behaved at Shea Stadium….” 

 

Source 7: Otzar Midrashim, Pesikta Chadata 

ויסעו מרפידים ויבואו מדבר סיני )שם י״ט( ה׳ שמות יש לו: מדבר סיני, מדבר 
 לאו״ה שנאה שממנו יצאה -קדמות, הר האלהים, הר בשן, הר חורב. סיני 

And they traveled from Rephidim and arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai. It has 

five names: The Wilderness of Sinai, of Kedemot, the Mountain of God, Mt. 

Bashan and Mt. Horev. Sinai – because from it, hatred was disseminated to the 

nations of the world.  

Source 8: Rambam Iggeret Teiman 

The Epistle to Yemen or Yemen Letter (Hebrew:   אגרת תימן Iggeret Teman, Arabic: الرسالة اليمنية) was an 
important communication written by Maimonides and sent to the Yemenite Jews. The epistle was written in 
1173/4.[1] It arose because of religious persecution and heresy in 12th century Yemen, marked by a pseudo-
Messiah that had arisen in Yemen. The man who claimed to be Israel's Messiah began preaching a syncretistic 
religion that combined Judaism and Islam, and claimed that the Bible had foretold his coming as a prophet. 
One of the leaders of the Jewish community in Yemen, Rabbi Ya'akov, the son of the illustrious Rabbi Netanel 
Fayyumi, had addressed his concerns in a letter which he had sent to Maimonides, who was in Egypt. Rabbi 
Ya'akov had conjectured that perhaps the influences of the stars were responsible for these occurrences, to 
which conjectures Maimonides replied that Rabbi Ya'akov ought to expunge from his heart the vain concept of 
being able to determine the influences of the constellations, yet counselled him and the Jewish people of 
Yemen on how they were to act with respect to the pseudo-Messiah in order to be saved from his harmful 
effects.[2] 

לנו ע"י אדון כל הנביאים הראשונים והאחרונים שבתורה הזאת הבדילנו  דעו שזאת היא תורת ה' האמתית שנתנה 

ד ט"ו( רק באבותיך חשק ה' לאהבה אותם ויבחר בזרעם אחריהם בכם  "דברים יו )הבורא משאר בני העולם שנאמר

א וטובו שהתחסד אלינו והטיב לנו בשביל  מכל העמים כיום הזה ואין זה לפי שהיינו ראויים לכך אלא בחסדו של בור 

לא מרובכם מכל העמים חשק ה' בכם  ' (דברים ז' ז )שקדמו לאבותנו מעשים טובים בידיעת הבורא ובעבודתו שנאמר

דברים   )יו שנאמרוגומר ומפני שיחד אותנו הבורא במצותיו ובחוקותיו והתבארה מעלתנו על זולתנו בכללותיו ובמשפט 

  מלכיהם   וילחצו   קנאונו העכו''ם כלם על דתנו קנאה גדולה ומי גוי גדול אשר לו חקים ומשפטים צדיקים וגומר  ' (ד' ח

בשבילה לערער עלינו שטנה ואיבה ורצונם להלחם בה' ולעשות מריבה עמו ואלהים הוא ומי ירב לו ואין לך זמן  

שנתנה לנו תורה זו עד זמננו זה שכל מלך עכו"ם גובר או מכריח או מתגבר או אנס שאין תחלת כוונתו  מאז 

ודעתו לסתור תורתנו ולהפך דתנו באונס בנצחון ובחרב כמו עמלק וסיסרא וסנחריב ונבוכדנצר וטיטוס  

   ואדריונוס והרבה כיוצא בהן

Remember, that ours is the true and authentic Divine religion, revealed to us through Moses, the master 

of the former as well as the later prophets, by means of which God has distinguished us from the rest of 

mankind, as Scripture says, "Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them and He chose their 

). This did not happen because of our Deuteronomy 10:15(bove all peoples" seed after them, even you a

merits, but rather as an act of Divine grace, and on account of our forefathers who were cognizant of God 

and submitted to Him as we read, "The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye 
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were more in number than any people ... but because the Lord loved you, and because He would keep 

d has made us unique by His laws and ). GoDeuteronomy 7:7(the oath which He swore unto your fathers." 

precepts, and our pre-eminence is manifested in His rules and statutes, as Scripture says, in narrating 

God's mercies to us, "And what great nation is there, that hath statutes and ordinances so righteous as all 

). Therefore all the nations instigated by envy Deuteronomy 4:8(w, which I set before you this day?" this la

and impiety rose up against us, and all the kings of the earth motivated by injustice and enmity applied 

themselves to persecute us. They wanted to thwart God, but He cannot be thwarted. Ever since the time 

of Revelation, every despot or slave that has attained to power, be he violent or ignoble, has made it 

his first aim and his final purpose to destroy our law, and to vitiate our religion, by means of the sword, 

by violence, or by brute force, such as Amalek, Sisera, Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Titus, Hadrian, 

may their bones be ground to dust, and others like them. This is one of the two classes which attempt 

to foil the Divine will. The second class consists of the most intelligent and educated among the nations, 

such as the Syrians, Persians, and Greeks. These also endeavor to demolish our law and to vitiate it by 

means of arguments which they invent, and by means of controversies which they institute. They seek 

to render the Law ineffectual and to wipe out every trace thereof by means of their polemical writings, 

just as the despots plan to do it with the sword. But neither the one nor the other shall succeed. We 

possess the divine assurance given to Isaiah concerning any tyrant that will wish to undermine our Law 

and to annihilate it by weapons of war, that the Lord will demolish them so that they will have no effect. 

Rav Taragin – “I hear Rav Kook in Rav Amital: metaphysical reality; larger inchoate force that guides 

human history. When you interview an antisemite, he won’t answer that it’s based on Sinai – 

unaware…” 

 

Rav Amital’s “Chassidic side”- would read Sefat Emet before he spoke Friday night – there was an 

electricity in the air 

…Rambam again in Iggeret Teiman 

כ''ש כשיצר לו מקומו מצד תורתו ומצד אמונת האל שלא יברח ממנו אל מקום אחר 
ומי שלא יתכן לו לצאת בשום זמן לא ינהל נפשו לאט ויפשע בעצמו ויעשה הפקר 
 לחלל השבת ולאכול איסורין ויעלה על לבו שפרק מעליו עול התורה

ולהנצל ממנה אפילו אחד מזרע יעקב לעולם לא  להמלט לא יוכל זאתה...שהתורה
הוא ולא זרעו ולא זרע זרעו בין ברצונו בין שלא ברצונו , אבל הוא נענש על כל מצוה 

 ומצוה שבטל מן הצווים כלומר ממצוה עשה וגם יענש על כל מה שיעבור

When a man finds it arduous to gain a livelihood in one country he emigrates to another. All the 

more is it incumbent upon a Jew who is restricted in the practice of his religion, to depart for 

another place. If he finds it impossible to leave that locality for the time being, he must not 

become careless and indulge with abandon in the desecration of the Sabbath and the dietary 

laws on the assumption that he is exempt from all religious obligations. It is the eternally 

inescapable duty, willy-nilly, of every one belonging to the stock of Jacob to abide by the Law. 

Nay, he exposes himself to punishment for the violation of each and every positive or negative 
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precept. Let no man conclude that he may freely disregard the less important ceremonies 

without liability to penalty because he has committed under duress some major sins. . 

Source #9 Rav Tzadok of Lublin – Tzidkat HaTzadik 

זֶה   – עיקר היהדות  שֵם יַעֲקֹּב וְּ רָא בְּ קְּ זֶה יִּ י וְּ ֹּאמַר לַה' אָנִּ בקריאת שם ישראל. כמו שנאמר זֶה י
כַנֶה  רָאֵל יְּ שְּ שֵם יִּ תֹּב יָדוֹ לַה' וּבְּ כְּ שלא יהיה לו רק מעלה זו שמכונה בשם  ( .ישעיה מד, ה  יִּ

 י ישראל ד 

..…’Yisrael‘the name being called is  – sence of JudaismThe es 

Source 10: Arutz Sheva News 

Jerusalem – Former Chief Rabbi: Mama Rochel Gaza Miracle Story True 

January 20, 2009 4:49 pm 

Jerusalem – Former Chief Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu, recovering from a life-threatening 
disease, prayed several times at Rachel’s Tomb before the recent war in Gaza. 
Informed that an “old woman” saved IDF soldiers’ lives in Gaza, he said, “Did she 
mention that I sent her?” 

The story was first told by Rabbi Lazer Brody, a rabbi in Ashdod who “devotes his time 
to spreading faith around the globe via Breslov Israel and the Emuna Outreach 
organization” that he founded. Rabbi Brody told IsraelNationalNews that he receives 
many phone calls in the framework of his work – including a particularly noteworthy 
one about two weeks ago. “The caller, an Israeli man, was clearly knowledgeable 
about how IDF infantry troops operate,” the rabbi and former IDF special-unit veteran 
said, “and this is what he told me:” 

‘My son is in the Givati Brigade, and his unit’s job is to clean out areas around Gaza 
City. Outside one house, a woman dressed in black appeared and started yelling at 
them in Arabic, ‘Ruchu min hon – Get out of here! It’s dangerous!’ The troops thought 
she might be trying to protect her family, but they didn’t want to take chances; the 
company commander called the regiment commander, and they went on to their next 
target. There, too, the same woman appeared and gave the same warning. The 
soldiers thought she probably came somehow through the tunnel network that Hamas 
had set up between houses, and one of the soldiers even yelled at her… Then they 
went to a third house – and the same woman appeared again. This time, all the 
soldiers froze. 

https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%94_%D7%9E%D7%93_%D7%94
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‘The soldiers then hooked up with a Golani Engineering force whose job it was to blow 
up houses that were found to be booby-trapped. My son’s unit asked them to check 
these three houses – and they found that all three of the houses that the woman had 
warned them away from had been booby-trapped.” 

The story did not receive high-level confirmation, though it made the ranks of the 

rumor mills – and many dismissed it as just that. Then, on Monday night of this week, 

Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu, the Chief Rabbi of Tzfat and son of former Chief Rabbi of Israel 

Mordechai Eliyahu, was teaching students in Machon Meir in Jerusalem about the 

sublime level of soldiers fighting on behalf of Israel. 

 

Sources 11 and 12 – Mekhilta d’R. Yishmael & Moreh Nevuchim of Rambam 

 

A post-script: The Streets of Jerusalem: Yirmiyahu Ch. 33, Talmud Ketubot 8a; 

Zecharya  Ch. 8 
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