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John Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second 1813

Robert Robinson, 1758
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Hymn Lyrics 
 
 

 
 
 
 

By Gena Mayo                                        (All hymn texts are public domain.) 



 

Amazing Grace 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to 

fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

3. Through many dangers, toils and 

snares, 

I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus 

far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

4. The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 

He will my Shield and Portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall 

fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

6. The earth shall soon dissolve like 

snow, 

The sun forbear to shine; 

But God, who called me here below, 

Will be forever mine. 

 

7. When we’ve been there ten thousand 

years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s 

praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 

 

 

• Lyricist: John Newton 

Lyrics Date: 1779, last verse author 

unknown, before 1829. 

• Composer: James P. Carrell and David L. 

Clayton 

Music Date: 1831  

Arranger: Edwin Othello Excell 

Arrangement Date: 1900 

Hymn Tune: NEW BRITAIN 

 

  



Fairest Lord Jesus 

1. Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, 

Son of God and Son of Man, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 

Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 

2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the 

woodlands, 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

3. Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the 

moonlight, 

And all the twinkling starry host; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines 

purer 

Than all the angels heav’n can boast. 

4. Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the 

nations! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

Now and forevermore be Thine. 

• Lyricist: Anonymous 

Lyrics Date: 1677 

Translator: Joseph A. Seiss 

Translation Date: 1873 

• Composer: Anonymous  

Music Date: 1842  

Arranger: Richard S. Willis  

Arrangement Date: 1850  

Hymn Tune: CRUSADERS' HYMN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It is Well With My Soul 

1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my 

way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me 

to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

o Refrain: 

It is well with my soul, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

2. Though Satan should buffet, though 

trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless 

estate, 

And hath shed His own blood for my 

soul. 

3. My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious 

thought!— 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no 

more, 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my 

soul! 

4. And Lord, haste the day when the faith 

shall be sight, 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 

The trump shall resound, and the Lord 

shall descend, 

Even so, it is well with my soul. 

 

•  

• Lyricist: Horatio G. Spafford 

• Lyrics Date: 1873 

• Theme: Comfort, Assurance 

• Composer: Philip P. Bliss 

• Music Date: 1876 

• Tune Title: VILLE DU HAVRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, a 

bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood of 

mortal ills prevailing: 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to 

work us woe; 

His craft and pow’r are great, and, 

armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

2. Did we in our own strength confide, 

our striving would be losing, 

Were not the right Man on our side, 

the Man of God’s own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ 

Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to 

age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

3. And though this world, with devils 

filled, should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 

His truth to triumph through us; 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we 

tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, for lo, his 

doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 

4. That word above all earthly pow’rs, no 

thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 

through Him Who with us sideth; 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal 

life also; 

The body they may kill: God’s truth 

abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever. 

• Lyricist: Martin Luther  

Lyrics Date: 1529 

Translator: Frederick H. Hedge (1853) 

• Composer: Martin Luther  

Music Date: 1529  

Tune Name: EIN' FESTE BURG 

  



Blessed Assurance 

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His 

blood. 

o Refrain: 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long. 

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my 

sight; 

Angels, descending, bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His 

love. 

• Lyricist: Fanny Crosby 

Lyrics Date: 1873 

• Composer: Phoebe P. Knapp 

Music Date: 1873 

Hymn Tune: BLESSED ASSURANCE 

  



Be Thou My Vision 

1. Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my 

heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that 

Thou art; 

Thou my best Thought, by day or by 

night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my 

light. 

2. Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my 

true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, 

Lord; 

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee 

one. 

3. Be Thou my battle Shield, Sword for 

the fight; 

Be Thou my Dignity, Thou my Delight; 

Thou my soul’s Shelter, Thou my high 

Tow’r: 

Raise Thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r 

of my pow’r. 

4. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty 

praise, 

Thou mine Inheritance, now and 

always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

High King of Heaven, my Treasure 

Thou art. 

5. High King of Heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright 

Heav’n’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever 

befall, 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

• Lyrics: Ancient Irish Poem  

Lyrics Date: 8th Century  

Translator: Mary E. Bryne  

Translation Date: 1905  

Versified by: Eleanor H. Hull  

Versified Date: 1905 

• Music: Ancient Irish Melody  

Music Date: First published in 1909  

Arranger: David Evans  

Arrangement Date: 1927  

Tune Name: SLANE 

  



The Old Rugged Cross 

1. On a hill far away stood an old rugged 

cross, 

The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

And I love that old cross where the 

Dearest and Best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

o Refrain: 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

And exchange it someday for a 

crown. 

2. Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised 

by the world, 

Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left His 

glory above 

To bear it to dark Calvary. 

3. In that old rugged cross, stained with 

blood so divine, 

A wondrous beauty I see, 

For ’twas on that old cross Jesus 

suffered and died, 

To pardon and sanctify me. 

4. To the old rugged cross I will ever be 

true; 

Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Then He’ll call me someday to my 

home far away, 

Where His glory forever I’ll share. 

• Lyricist: George Bennard 

Lyrics Date: 1913 

• Composer: George Bennard 

Music Date: 11913  

Hymn Tune: OLD RUGGED CROSS 

  



Holy Holy Holy 

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall 

rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore 

Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns 

around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down 

before Thee, 

Who was, and is, and evermore shall 

be. 

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness 

hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man Thy 

glory may not see; 

Only Thou art holy; there is none 

beside Thee, 

Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, 

in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!  

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

• Lyrics: Reginald Heber  

Lyrics Date: 1826 

• Music: John B. Bykes 

Music Date: 1861 

Tune Name: NICAEA 

  



Come Thou Fount of Every 

Blessing 

1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 

Mount of God's unchanging love. 

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

Hither by Thy help I’m come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand’ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood. 

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that goodness, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for thy courts above. 

 

 

 

 

• Lyricist: Robert Robinson 

Lyrics Date: 1758 

• Music: Traditional American Melody,  

Source: John Wyeth-Repository of Sacred 

Music  

Music Date: 1813  

Tune Title: NETTLETON 

  



What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3. Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,  

Thou wilt find a solace there. 

4. Blessed Savior, Thou hast promised 

Thou wilt all our burdens bear; 

May we ever, Lord, be bringing 

All to Thee in earnest prayer. 

Soon in glory bright, unclouded, 

There will be no need for prayer— 

Rapture, praise, and endless worship 

Will be our sweet portion there. 

• Lyricist: Joseph M. Scriven 

Lyrics Date: 1855 

• Composer: Charles C. Converse 

Music Date: 1868 

Hymn Tune: ERIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


