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How do we explain this?



The 
Reckless 
Driver™











[Reckless driving is] “a sign of the overall lack of 
consideration we’re showing for other citizens, whether 
it be wearing masks, or not getting vaccinated, or how 

we drive. 

It’s very aggressive. It’s very selfish.”









FORGIVING DESIGN
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225. Street – 
 see Highway







Uncomfortable Truth

People will tend to drive the speed 
they feel comfortable driving, 
regardless of any other factor.







If you need a sign to tell people to slow down…

…you designed your street wrong.





SPEED VOLUME

SAFETY COST
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Engineer’s Priorities
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Complete Streets accommodate pedestrians 
within an auto-dominated environment.



Strong Towns accommodate automobiles 
within an environment dominated by people.



www.strongtowns.org

A BOTTOM-UP REVOLUTION TO REBUILD 
AMERICAN PROSPERITY



$7.8 million/acre102 W Main St



$1.4 million/acre1500 24th Ave



$22 million
$1.4 million/acre

1500 24th Ave

How can we improve a $22 million property to be 
worth a comparable $123.63 million?

Jam

$1.2 million
$7.8 million/acre







Your City Uses Sales 
Tax. Now What?
• Acknowledge the Incentives. Make 

This Acknowledgement Part of the 
Culture.

• Go Beyond GAAP To Track What Is 
Really Going On.

• Figure Out What Works. Do More 
of That.

• State Assumptions for Projects. 
Compare With Results.



What is the 
next smallest 
step Norman 
can take right 
now? 



Cultivate a Local Small Developer Ecosystem

Image: City of South Bend, IN



Source: AARP





Barriers to ADUs (Where They’re Legal!)

• Parking Requirements
• Size, Form, and Setback Restrictions
• Owner-Occupancy Requirements
• Permitting / Design
• Cost and Financing
• Appraisal









www.Strongtowns.org/Norman


