Purim Unmasked - Shiur #1
Rav Hutner’s Pachad Yitzchak on Purim Ch. 1 - Outline
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a) Sefer Bamidbar - Parshat Balak - 24:20
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He saw Amalek and, taking up his theme, he said: A leading nation is
Amalek; But its fate is to perish forever.

The times of the Mashiach is a time of Np™n - rectification/fixing for the
D21V NNIX - this by definition means the undoing/eradication of p>ny.
The two clauses within the pasuk are interconnected - cause and effect -
because Amalek was the first (nation) to war against Am Yisrael, that’s why
it will meet its demise at the end of days.

b) Devarim 6:4
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X '7111°719X T means, The Lord who is now our God and not the God of the other
peoples of the world, He will at some future time be the One (sole) ’i1, as it is said,
(Zephaniah 3:9) “For then I will turn to the peoples a pure language that they may all
call upon the name of the Lord", and it is further said, (Zechariah 14:9) “In that day shall
the Lord be One (71X) and His name One" (cf. Sifrei Devarim 31:10).
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c) Shemot Ch. 17
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;YD UNI-DY 28) 1IN ,nn tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill
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d) Shemot Ch. 18
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wap‘;) q\mg‘y DIFON -1\;))) IUN-9D Moses’ father -in-law, heard of all that
bN‘\\’)’ NN 7 NONIR-YD iy God had done for Moses and for Israel

His people, how that the LORD had
’
el brought Israel out of Egypt.

e) Mishlei/Proverbs Ch. 19
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Beat the scoffer and the simple will become clever; Reprove an intelligent
man and he gains knowledge.

f) Shemot Rabba
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g) Mishlei 27:21
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For silver—the crucible, for gold—the furnace, And a man is tested by his
praise.

h) Rabbeinu Yonah Shaarei Teshuva
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Rabbeinu Yonah, who quotes Proverbs (26:21): “A refining
pot refines silver, a crucible refines gold; and we know [the degree
to which] a person [is refined] by observing his praises.” Rabbeinu
Yonah understands this verse to mean that a person is judged
based on what and whom he praises. To quote Rabbeinu Yonah, “If
he praises good deeds, the Sages, the wise and the righteous, we
know that he is a good person who is rooted in goodness and right-
eousness. If, however, he praises despicable deeds or evil persons,

clearly he is evil.™ In other words, a person’s character is deter-
mined by what a person respects and the values he holds dear.

Rav Hutner: Who is more worthy of our praise and recogntion? Someone who learns
Torah regularly but is enamored with the rich and famous - or a simple person, not
so learned, who wants to be in the company of Torah scholars?

afrily

o Man possesses an inner drive to negate that which is important and
essential. This is called N1a¥"511 113 - the power of scoffing/making light of ...

o Opposite: 915711 1 - the power of praising

Even a fter considering a given person’s Nn©197111 113, where is it directed?

o Where does 91511 nd of qpw/lies exist in its full glory? Avoda Zara -
idolatry. Therefore, Chazal permit N7 of Avoda Zara.
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nMax'Y of Avoda Zara is geared to the enhancement of ma'wn/importance
in the world. mi¥"> pushes off one hundred rebukes

1) Mishlei 9:8
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Do not rebuke a scoffer, for he will hate you; Reprove a wise man, and he
will love you.

j) Talmud Yevamot 65b
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The Gemara cites other statements made by Rabbi Ile’a in the name of Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi
Shimon. And Rabbi Ile’a said in the name of Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon: Just as it is a
mitzva for a person to say that which will be heeded, so is it a mitzva for a person not to say
that which will not be heeded. One should not rebuke those who will be unreceptive to his
message. Rabbi Abba says: It is obligatory for him to refrain from speaking, as it is stated: “Do
not reprove a scorner lest he hate you; reprove a wise man and he will love you” (Proverbs
9:8).

1 P51 k) Devarim Ch. 25
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how, undeterred by fear of God, he surprised you on the march, when you
were famished and weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear.

k) Rashi (there)
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Yet another explanation is that it is connected in meaning with the expression 71p in the
phrase 01m 7Mp “cold and heat” and it means: he made you cold and lukewarm after the
boiling heat you had before. For all the nations were afraid to war against you and this
one came and began to point out the way to others. A parable! It may be compared to a
boiling hot bath into which no living creature could descend. A good-for-nothing came,
and sprang down into it; although he scalded himself he made it appear cold to others
(Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Teitzei 9).
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Tying it altogether: Returning to the original pasuk in Parshat Balak - what is the
connection between Amalek being the first antisemitic nation and the fact that
they will meet their demise?



/Proverbs.9.8
/Proverbs.9.8
/Midrash_Tanchuma,_Ki_Teitzei.9

