
 Contraindications for Cupping Therapy  

While cupping therapy is a versatile and effective technique, it is not suitable for all clients or 
situations. Understanding contraindications is essential to ensure client safety and prevent adverse 
effects. Always conduct a thorough client consultation and health history review before beginning a 
session.  

 Absolute Contraindications  

These conditions prohibit the use of cupping therapy entirely.  

1. Open Wounds or Skin Infections  

   - Cupping over cuts, abrasions, or active infections can exacerbate the condition or introduce further 
complications.  

2. Severe Skin Conditions  

   - Conditions such as eczema, psoriasis, or dermatitis in the treatment area may worsen with suction and 
irritation.  

3. Active Cancer  



   - Avoid cupping over areas affected by cancer, as it may stimulate unwanted circulation or discomfort.  

4. Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT)  

   - Cupping on or near a blood clot can dislodge it, posing a risk of embolism or other complications.  

5. Uncontrolled Hypertension  

   - High suction levels may increase stress on the cardiovascular system, posing risks for clients with poorly 
managed high blood pressure.  

6. Organ Failure  

   - Conditions such as heart, kidney, or liver failure make cupping unsafe due to systemic stress.  

7. Hemophilia or Severe Bleeding Disorders  

   - Cupping may cause minor capillary rupture, which could lead to excessive bruising or bleeding in these 
clients.  

8. Pregnancy (Certain Areas)  

   - Avoid cupping on the abdomen or lower back during pregnancy to prevent stimulation of sensitive areas.  

 Relative Contraindications  

Cupping may be used cautiously with modifications for these conditions.  

1. Elderly Clients  

   - Fragile or thin skin may be prone to bruising. Use light suction and avoid excessive movement.  

2. Children  

   - Children’s skin is more delicate. Adjust suction and duration accordingly.  

3. Recent Surgery  

   - Avoid areas of recent surgical scars or healing wounds to prevent irritation or delayed healing.  

4. Varicose Veins  



   - Do not apply cups directly over varicose veins to avoid damage or discomfort.  

5. Diabetes  

   - Clients with diabetes may have reduced skin integrity and slower healing. Monitor carefully for signs of 
irritation or damage.  

6. Menstruation  

   - Some clients may feel discomfort with cupping during their menstrual cycle, particularly on the lower 
abdomen or back.  

7. Fatigue or Weakness  

   - Clients in a weakened state may find cupping too stimulating. Use lighter techniques or shorter durations.  

 Situations Requiring Special Care  

1. High Suction Levels  

   - Avoid high suction levels for clients new to cupping or those with sensitive skin. Begin with light suction and 
gradually increase if tolerated.  

2. Prolonged Static Cupping -(dont worry because we wont be doing this)

   - Avoid leaving cups in one place for too long (5–10 minutes maximum) to prevent unnecessary skin irritation 
or prolonged redness.  

3. Medications  

   - Clients taking blood thinners, corticosteroids, or other medications that affect skin or tissue integrity may 
need modifications in technique.  

 When to Stop Treatment  

Discontinue cupping therapy immediately if the client experiences:  

- Excessive pain or discomfort.  

- Skin irritation or an allergic reaction.  

- Dizziness or nausea during the session.  



Understanding contraindications ensures that cupping therapy is applied safely and effectively, 
providing maximum benefit while minimizing risk. As a practitioner, your priority is always the health 
and well-being of your clients. When in doubt, consult a healthcare professional or avoid treatment 
until it is deemed safe.  


