BBC Men’s Bible Study – A Study of the Book of Revelation #7

Light in the Darkness – Revelation 8-10 – Non-believing world: Trust Jesus’ before it’s too late. Believers in the world: Never be in doubt about the worldwide spread and success of the Gospel!

SO VERY KEY: The 7 seals and the 7 trumpets cover the same period of time—“the last days,” which is the entire period between the resurrection and return of Jesus. The Seals tell the story with believers in view, and the Trumpets tell the story with non-believers in view.

Summary of  Rev. 6:1-8:1 - Difficult times mark the "last days" for the people of God in the world, (the church militant), but they are sealed and protected and have a glorious future, (the church triumphant). We cannot soak in John’s triumphant vision of Rev. 7 too much! 
Summary of Rev. 8:2-11:18 - Difficult times mark the "last days" for the "inhabitants of the earth" (non-believers).  They had better come to their senses and repent during this time of partial judgment and continuing mercy. God’s patience, kindness, and severe mercy are meant to drive non-believers to a saving knowledge of Jesus. There will be a Day when it’s too late.

But a BIG Hallelujah! The Success of the Gospel Is NOT in Doubt!   

This is the Apostle Paul’s summary of what is taught in Revelation 10

Colossians 1:6 - All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth.
Revelation 10:1-11  - Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars.   2 He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke.  4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down."  5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven.  6 And he swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay!  7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."  

How Then Shall We Live and Love?
Be Full of Faith, not Fear! The first six trumpets have promised that life between the first and second coming of Jesus will be quite difficult to say the least. Therefore, as followers of Jesus, we shouldn’t be surprised at all when environmental, economic, societal crises emerge in world history. These difficulties are actually a sign that God is present rather an absent. Where is God? Everywhere you have eyes to see!

Know the Gospel Better Than You Know the Headlines! Before the last trumpet is blown an incredibly large and splendid angel appears with legs that straddle the earth and the sea.  Many believe the angel to represent the worldwide spread of the gospel and the scroll to be the chronicling of the history of redemption as it unfolds in Jesus. 
Engage … Don’t Retreat! The angel announces that the end is in sight and that the will of God, as promised by the prophets, will indeed be accomplished!  The New Testament use of the word ‘mystery’ concerns the Gospel—that is, the unfolding story of how God redeems his people and his creation through the person and work of Jesus. In fact the word “announced” in verse 7 is actually Greek for “preached the gospel”! When the 7th trumpet blows the gospel age will be completed… SUCESSFULLY!

The Ministry of the Gospel Is Bitter-Sweet 
 Revelation 10:8  -Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: "Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."  9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me,  "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey."  10 I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.  11 Then I was told, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings." 

Eat the Gospel! (Don’t just read the Bible) - John was told to take the scroll from the angel’s hand and eat it. The prophet Ezekiel was also called to eat a scroll from the Lord (Ezekiel 3:1-3), as was Jeremiah.  Like the prophets, John experienced the scroll as "bittersweet".  The Gospel and the Christian life contain things pleasant and things difficult. The Gospel exposes us as those in desperate need of what God alone can give us… GRACE. The gospel reveals God as the One who in utter delight gives us a hyper-abundance of the very GRACE we need.

Live the Gospel! We too are called continually to “eat” the truth of the Gospel. That is, we are to feast upon and ingest the riches and radical implications of God’s revelation in Jesus. We are to find our place in the “bitter-sweet” drama of redemption. Sharing the gospel, in word and deed, is not easy, but there is no other life worth the rest of your days on earth.  

Questions for Reflection and Conversation:
Precious brothers, this lesson was hard to prepare for because we are needing to cover 3 chapters in one week! I hope you can appreciate why we primarily focused on Chapter 10.
1. What was most encouraging, faith and hope fueling from this week’s study and Scotty’s talk?
2. How might knowing that God is sovereign over crises and calamities, storm fronts and economic upheaval, disasters and all types of misery actually free us from undo fear and self-protectionism? 
3. Practically speaking, how can we get better at “eating the Gospel?” That is, what spiritual disciplines are most helpful to get the truth, goodness, and beauty of the Gospel into our heads and hearts? How do you “preach the Gospel to yourself”—using Scotty’s image?
4. Lastly, close today praying for the non-believers in your life—family members, neighbors, friends, co-workers. Pray with hope and anticipation! Also share your own needs and prayer requests.
5. Brothers... keep encouraging one another and all the more as the Day of Jesus’ return draws near. 
