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ITALIAN DESIGN TRENDS
- EAST-WEST FUSION -

 
Well-being is currently one of the major concerns within interior and design. Designers and architects are researching new 
ways to tackle growing psychological and physical needs that lockdown and social distancing impose. In this context, 
resilience is key and is reclaiming some oriental values, philosophies and art. Traditional oriental medicines such as 
Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine, as well as meditation and yoga practices, are on the rise.
 
Influences coming from Oriental cultures are not only impacting our self-care practices but also interiors and design. 
We are witnessing a fusion of oriental influences on Italian design. Feng-shui, for example, is becoming more popular and 
used to design well-balanced and more comfortable habitats. Yin and Yang, the ancient Chinese philosophy that highlights 
dualism, is being incorporated into new design pieces. Kintsugi, a Japanese technique and art that treats breakage and 
repair as part of an object history, rather than something to disguise, is also being incorporated into Italian designs and 
brands collections.

 

EAST - WEST FUSION /05 BRANDS + DESIGNS TO WATCH OUT FOR

 

01/ HOME TRES CHIC INNOVATIVE CEMENT TILES

Home Tres Chic creates surfaces for interior décor while working closely with artisans. In 2020, after broad research in terms 
of design, colour palette and finishing technique, the Italian brand launched an innovative collection of cement tiles. 
The advanced collection method doesn’t require chemicals or any protective paints. It does not need any treatment after 
installation, lasting over time without any maintenance.

The YIN YANG line, designed by Architect Barbara Fitzi and product development Silva Nocentini, was born from the oriental 
concept of opposites, which creates a cyclic movement that repeats itself indefinitely. Specular shapes and lines that 
interpenetrate and reject each other are at the same time complementary and opposites.

02/ SALVATORI LOST STONE COLLECTION

Milanese architect Piero Lissoni is well known for his pure forms and thoughtful consideration of materials. In 2020, Lissoni 
unveiled “The Lost Stones collection”, his latest collaboration with Salvatori – the Italian design brand specialising in natural 
stone. 

The Lost Stones comprises a series of elegant bistro tables built from the last remnants of historic stone stitched together 
using the Japanese art of Kintsugi. The collection is an excellent example of material reuse since Piero uses forgotten 
natural stone and breathes new life into it through the adaptation of Kintsugi technique. The technique mainly uses a type of 
golden adhesive for gluing fragments of ceramic together. Lissoni and Salvatori have transferred this technique approach to 
natural stone with a unique and stunning aesthetic outcome.
. 

03/ CASSINA  SENGU SOFA

Italian design furniture company Cassina often explores Oriental themes in its collections. In 2020, the brand launched the 
Sengu Sofa designed by Patricia Urquiola. The sofa, stands out for its original compositions, all with natural materials and 
colours. Its structure, composed of a belted steel frame finished with two wooden beams, evokes Japanese memories. 

The Segu’s ergonomics are heightened by the soft fold of the backrests and armrests that are characterised by external 
quilting. This same detail is also repeated on the back cushions that complete the sofa. Thanks to the study carried out by 
Cassina LAB, a collaboration between the Cassina Research and Development Centre and Polidesign at the Milan 
Polytechnic, a 100% recycled fibre, made from PET mainly recovered from the sea, has been incorporated in the padding 
of the cushions.

04/ B&B ITALIA  AYANA OUTDOOR COLLECTION

In 2020, B&B Italia launched its new outdoor minimalist Ayana collection, in collaboration with Japanese designer Naoto 
Fukasawa. The protagonist of the Ayana collection is wood interpreted in an inventive way, with an oriental twist. While 
depths and heights refer to the south-east Asian tradition, the backrest recalls a Swedish wall bar, a piece of exercise 
equipment turned into a load-bearing element.

The collection comprises a chair, a dining table and a low table. The dining chair structure is made of natural teak wood,  
and two generously padded cushions covered in fabric. The table stands out for its oval top in serpentine, a typical stone 
of the Alps. The supporting structure in natural teak appears light but is extremely robust, able to resist weather and support 
the heavy top. The teak is FSC certified (Forest Stewardship Council), and all the materials can be separated and disposed of 
with respect for the environment at the end of the product's life cycle.

05/ VITRA  BONUS HIGHLIGHT

Vitra, a Swiss furniture company, is our bonus highlight in this trend news. Although we are focusing on Italian brands and 
designers, we couldn't miss Vitra's approach to oriental design. In 2020, Vitra is proposing four distinct environments by 
different interior designers and design collectives. They have come up with a set of imaginary characters in mind and their 
unique home interiors.

New York and LA-based design studio Charlap Hyman & Herrero, designed the dining space of a fictitious collector, patron 
of art and design who cultivates a strong appreciation for Japanese aesthetics. Inspired by the decadent, bohemian tastes of 
twentieth-century «grandes dames» this fictitious character is particularly drawn to tensions between the delicate and the 
bold, the natural and the industrial, the old and the new. The dining space, therefore, combines walls clad in 
eighteenth-century silk floral damask, with a floor lined with Japanese tatami panels and Jasper Morrison's new Moca chair. 
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