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To read and speak Russian, you will first need to understand the
alphabet.

The Russian language is based on Cyrillic script:

-introduced into Kiev Rus’ at the time of its conversion to
Christianity (988 AD).

|
/

-named after Byzantine scholar Cyril, who created the first
Slavic writing system to translate Christian texts into the Slavic
languages.

-used in many Slavic (Russian, Ukrainian, Byelorussian,
Bulgarian, Serbian, Macedonian, Montenegrin) and non-Slavic
languages (Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Mongolian, Tyva, etc).
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Map of Cyrillic script spread
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As you see, apart
from Russian,
Cyrillic script is used
for non-Russian and

non-Slavic languages.
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How many people in the world speak Russian?

Russian is an official language in
Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan.

It is also widely-spoken in
Ukraine, Moldova, Latvia, Estonia,
and to a lesser extent, the other ex-Soviet countries.

There are over 300 million Russian speakers in the world.
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How many people in the world speak Russian?

? 4&3

 Russian is the 8th most-spoken language in the world

by the total number of speakers,
e which makes it the most geographically widespread
language of Eurasia (over 15 countries!)
. and the most widely spoken Slavic language
with over 300 million speakers.
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The Russian alphabet contains 33 letters

o 21 consonants:

6 [b], B [v], r [9], A [d], >x [zh], 3 [Z], K [K],
n[i),m[m],H[nl,nlpl,plrl,cls], T[t],
¢ [f], x [h], u [ts], 4 [ch], wi [sh], w, [shch].

+ N which is sometimes called
a semivowel, as its sound is close to [i].
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10 vowels:

a [a], A [ya],
3 [e],
bl [y/i],
y [u],
o [o],




2 letters of the Russian alphabet
do not designate any sound:

“soft sign” (b) softens the previous consonant,

“hard sign” (1) hardens the previous consonant.
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Have you ever seen Russian “cursive”

(hand-written f‘ ‘\

AR,

Russian languagqge) ?
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The good news is that you’ll mainly come across
computer-typed Russian words,
just as they appear in dictionaries.

Now, let's see the letters in action!
| will pronounce the letter and the word with it.

On the video, you will also see printed and
hand-written letter.
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°Watch on Express Russian YouTube channel
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_Russim letter - English analog _RUEEiEI'I letter - English analog |
Aa A Pp R
B6 B Cc S
Be v 1T T
I'r G Yy U
Refer | ©© ¢ - 3
yourself | &, .
tothis | > : " =
Hu [ LU w oH
2 Ho -short LLI SCH
gu'de Kk K bb - hard
A A L bl bi -(maybe y)
M m M bb - soft
Hu N 23 E
Oo O 00 U
Mn P 2K IA
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= Is everything
clear so far?

A

We spoke about:

- Cyrillic Script [ 7 &

- Russian Alphabet with 33 letters &
&
7

- Cursive (handwritten Russian)
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Russian pronunciation & reading rules
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In Russian, the pronunciation is slightly different from the
spelling.

Two important things to keep in mind are:

the stress (for vowels)
the influence of surrounding letters (for consonants)

In short, a soft neighbor letter makes the preceding letter
softer, and a voiced letter makes the preceding letter sound

stronger.

You will be understood if you just pronounce the words the
way they are written, but don’t be surprised if you hear
half-sounds.
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Vowel pronunciation

e The stress of a word always falls on a vowel.

e Stressed vowels are marked with the acute accent (") in
dictionaries.

e Words have only one stress, except for compound words
(2 words joined by a hyphen):
MockBa-peka (Moscow River), géByLwika-Kpacasuua (beautiful
girl).

o While stressed vowels are pronounced rather distinctly,
unstressed vowels undergo pronunciation changes

so-called voice reduction). MAMA
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Voice reduction: Unstressed O

"' The farther the vowel is from the stress, the less sound it gets.

vowels ‘O’ in the word mosnoko, (milk) are pronounced differently
[m_-la-ko]:

e the first O is the farthest from the stressed syllable, so it is almost
not pronounced at all;

e the second O is reduced to the “u” sound as in “under”;

e and the third O is fully pronounced because it appears with the

stressed syllable.
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Voice reduction: Unstressed E and A

Similar voice reduction happens to vowels “e” and “a”:
In unstressed position, they sound close to “n”:

Begpo [vi-drdo] (bucket)

TeMHO [ti-mno] (it’s dark)

NHTepécHbIN [in-ti-rés-nyy] (interesting)

A3bIK [yi-zyk] (language)

AHBAapb [yin-var’] (January)
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Other unstressed vowels

Other vowels in unstressed syllables undergo
minor reductions, unnoticeable for foreigners and
even for many natives.

Generally, they are pronounced like a

weaker version of themselves.
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A few more words about accents

e Russians do NOT write with accents, AE H 0 ’ !’I.é.lo A
ACUHOYBIJIK A
they are only for language learners

(in books for beginners and dictionaries) CAHa*Abl, B CTYAEHYIO 3UMHIOIO NOPY,
fl 13 necy soiwen; Bbin CUABHBIA MOPO3.

FCNAMY, NOAHUMAETCA MEANIEHHO B ropy
Jlowaaka, se3yuwian XxsOpocTy BO3.
W, WeécTeya BAXHO, B CNOKOMUCTBUM YHHHOM,
Jlowaaky se4éT noA y34aubl MYXXUYOK

e When a word has only 1syllable - B 60nbliX canoradx, B Nonywy6bKe oBYMHHOM,

3y6 (tooth), xne6 (bread) - B 6onbwnx pykasnuax... a cam ¢ HOroTok!
the accent mark is also NOT typed
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A few more words about accents

e The letter e, if present in the word, is always stressed,
but no accent (stress) mark is typed over it.

NeTUnK, 0BeC, OroHeK, open
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A few more words about accents

e Placing the stress on the correct
syllable is important.
 Mistaken word stress sounds not

only weird, but can also change the

meaning of a word.
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Consonant pronunciation

With few exceptions, Russian consonants can be pronounced
either “soft” or “hard”, “voiced” or “voiceless”,

depending on the type of letter that follows them.

*—p

Voiced and voiceless consonants form pairs.
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Voiced vs

Voiced consonants

Voiceless consonants

VOiceleSS pairs voiced < > voiceless |B [b] N [pl
consonants oV © 1
I [g] K [k]
4 [d] T [t]
W [zh] L [sh]
3 [z] C [s]
consonants I [I] X [kh]
not forming pairs M [m] Ll [ts]
H [n] Y [tch]
P [r] L [sch]

M [ij]
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Consonant pronunciation

Voiced consonants devocalize
(in other words, their voiceless pair is pronounced instead of them)
when:
- they are the last letter in a word:
3y6 [zup] (tooth), xneb [khlep] (bread), NBaHOB [ivanof] (lvanov)

- they are followed by another voiceless consonant:

cnaakunm [slatkii] (sweet), no>kka [l6shka] (spoon),
noa crtosiom [pat stalom] (under the table).
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Introducing yourself in Russian
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Introducing yourself in Russian

Russian Transcription English
Mpusér! privet Hi
3apascreyuTe! zdrastvujte Hello
No66poe yTpo! débraye utro Good morning!
[66pbik peHb! débryy den’ Good afternoon!
N66pbIA Béyep! dobryy vecher Good evening!
MeHA 30BYT... Minia zovut... My name is...
MpuATHO priyatno Nice to meet you
NO3HaKOMMTbBCA. paznakomitsa
Paa(a) sBac Buagers. rad(a) vas videt’ | am glad to see you.
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It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

bEJIKA BUHOIPAL I PUD

L1 - Russian alphabet and pronunciation



It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

L1 - Russian alphabet and pronunciation



It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

g K e Mg Hg

KOLKA JIATYLWKA MAY HUTKW
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It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

PAKETA COJIHLE
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It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

U Xg Ug g

®OHAPD XJIED UBETOK HACDI
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It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

lI.IQ I.I.l./ b bl

D

TBEPAbIN MATKUN
WETKA 3HAK 3HAK
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It's your turn now

Pause the video and try to read!

241102 1%

JKCKABATOP HOJ1A ABJIOKO
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