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The web is home to amazing mask potential. In lesson three, I'll show you the best way to
extract texture, define a brush, and paint with precision to create a fantastic complex clipping
mask for our scrapbook page. Instead of starting this lesson in photoshop or starting on the
worldwide web, and we're going to be using google Images. The reason we're here is to find
a fantastic texture for our scrapbook page. Here's how to do it. In Google Images, type in a
word. I'm going to type in texture. And then click return. And here's the thing about Google
Images. All these images that you see are not for you to use, to find the ones that you can
really legally use Here is what to do in this Menu Bar up here, click on tools and then click on
usage rights, and then click on labeled for Reuse. Now, not only does that make things a little
more legal, but it actually brings out a lot of very useful images that you can use on your
scrapbook page. When looking for images for this technique, you want to look for an image
that has a Vignette around it, and the darker the Vignette, the better. Also, you want the
Vignette to be all the way around the outside. Sometimes it's just a matter of trial and error,
but let me see if I can find one that would work really well for this technique. Notice this
image right here. There's a light spot in the center and then the outside is much darker. This
is the perfect kind of image to use for creating a complex clipping mask. If you find an image
that you like, click on it and then take a look at the size of the image. The size of the image is
listed right below the image here in Google Images. This image that you're looking at right



here is 960 px wide. Now your scrapbook page, if you're scrapping 12 by 12, is 3,600 px
wide, so this image is pretty small, but you can often find a larger version of this same image
by clicking on the visit icon.
Clicking on that icon will often take you to a stock photography site because that's the place
a lot of times where you can get royalty free images. Now you can see that this image here is
available for downloading for free on Pixabay.com. So if I click on free download, it's going to
ask me what size I want my download. Remember, think about your scrapbook page. My 12
by 12 scrapbook page is 3,600 px wide, so if I really want the best clear image, I need to
choose an image that's a little bit bigger or about the same size as my scrapbook page. So in
this case I'm going to choose the 6,000 by 4,000 and then I'll click download. The settings of
your computer will depend on where this image actually ended up. My computer is set to
place downloaded images in my downloads folder.
After navigating to my downloads folder, I can see that that texture image is sitting there and
waiting for me. By the way, if you don't want to go through the process of finding the perfect
image right now on google images, this image that I'm using is available for you in the
downloads for this class. So I'm going to go ahead and open this image with Adobe
Photoshop. Then with the Move Tool and holding down the Shift key, I'm going to click and
drag that image onto my scrapbook page. When I let go of the Shift key, it will land right in
the center. The next step is to adjust the size of this image so that it fits on my scrapbook
page. To do that, press Ctrl T, Cmd T on a Mac to get the Transform Options. If you can't see
the bounding box handles, that's okay you can click and drag on either the width or the
height, the icon in the Tool Options, and if I drag to the left, that image will resize and I want
the boundaries of that image to be just inside the boundaries of my scrapbook page. Then I'll
click the check mark to commit. The next step is to turn the image black and white and to
add more contrast. I'll do that with a black and white adjustment in the Menu Bar, choose
Image > Adjustment > Black and white. This black and white dialogue box can be a little bit
scary, but the key to it sometimes lies in the presets. Remember, the purpose of this step was
to turn this image black and white and create more contrast. So I'm going to try the presets
and see if I can come up with something a little better. One thing that you need to watch out
for with these filters is to make sure that the image doesn't blow out.
Even though we're going to try to get more contrast, you want to make sure that there are no
big areas of total white. Click on the dropdown menu, and choose some of the filters. Here's
the blue filter, that looks nice. Let's see if I can get it a little darker. I'll try this high contrast
blue filter. Oh, even better. I think I'm going to go with that one. It's going to stick with it.
There's quite a bit of contrast and it's black and white, so I'll click OK. This concludes part
one of lesson three. I'll see you in the next video.


