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LITERATURE REVIEW
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Review type Purpose Methodology Quality 
assessment

Data analysis

Narrative
literature 
review

To synthesise and analyse the
existing literature.

Qualitative, narrative
approach

informal Thematic

Scoping 
review

To map the key concepts, 
sources and types of .

Comprehensive search and
screening of relevant
literature

Tends to be 
informal or none

Descriptive,
charting and
summarising

Systematic 
review

To identify, appraise and 
synthesize all relevant studies 
on a specific research question

Comprehensive and
systematic search, screening
and data extraction of
literature

Yes, using 
predefined 
criteria

Statistical

Conceptual
review

To explore and develop
theoretical concepts and
frameworks

Qualitative, interpretive
approach

Yes, Analysis and
synthesis of
theoretical concepts

DIFFERENT TYPES OF LITERATURE REVIEW
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WHAT IS A NARRATIVE LITERATURE REVIEW
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• A narrative literature revie tells a story or presents the history of a 
research area. 

• It typically presents a “comprehensive overview” of the existing 
literature on a topic, including the main findings, trends and the 
knowledge gap.

• It is interpreted through the lens of the researchers’ perspective, 
i.e. bias is inevitable.

• They are often used when there is a lack of comprehensive prior 
research on a particular topic (so you can develop the research 
questions and identify knowledge gap). 
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THE SCOPING REVIEW
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THE CONCEPTUAL REVIEW
• The conceptual review can enrich 

the field by reviewing extant 
knowledge, noting tensions and 
inconsistencies, identifying 
important gaps as well as key 
insights, and proposing agendas for 
future research. 

• This process involves: 
(1) systematic collection; 
(2) assessment; and 
(3) integration of existing work. 


