Na'aceh /nichma: Religious Fervor at Har Sinai

Source 1: Shemot Ch. 29
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1 And unto Moses He said: 'Come up unto the LORD,
thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of
the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off;

2 and Moses alone shall come near unto the LORD;
but they shall not come near; neither shall the people
go up with him.'

3 And Moses came and told the people all the words
of the LORD, and all the ordinances; and all the
people answered with one voice, and said: 'All the
words which the LORD hath spoken will we do.’

4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and
rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar
under the mount, and twelve pillars, according to the
twelve tribes of Israel.

5 And he sent the young men of the children of Israel,
who offered burnt-offerings, and sacrificed peace-
offerings of oxen unto the LORD.

6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in
basins; and half of the blood he dashed against the
altar.

7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in
the hearing of the people; and they said: 'All that the
LORD hath spoken will we do, and obey.'



; DYN-2Y P, OTD-NNX YN NP2 N 8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the
M N2 YN NI12N-DT NIN ,IIN2  people, and said: 'Behold the blood of the covenant,

NN ,0270-92 DY , 001y which the LORD hath made with you in agreement

with all these words.'

When doeg thic ccene ceem to take place? (et's review the bagsic content of the previous chapters:

Ch. 19 - Bnai Yicrael arrive at Har Sinai; Moche ascende the mountain, the people are warned

to not croce the boundary on to the mountain

Ch. 20 - Ten Commandmente are given orally. Nation acke Moche to speak to them, ac the
communication from Hachem ic too overwhelming. Rashi places this after the cecond of the
Aceret Hadibrot and before the rect of them.

Ch. 21 - Parchat Michpatim — bulk of the lawe are civil/monetary lawe, Y9709 DIN 12,

ctarting with the lawe of cervitude; ox goring another ox ete
Ch. 22 - continuation of lawe 119ANY OIN 12 - lawe of theft, chomrim/bailment ete

Ch. 23 - Lawe aimed specifically at the justice cyctem — prohibition of bribery; laws of returning
lost property; overview of the Chagim — Pecach, Shavuot and Succot; Hachem will cend hie angel

idolatry; rid the country of idolatry

in front of Bnai Yicrael — warninge againct being influenced by Canaanite nations towarde

Source 2: Rachi

And to Moses He said, “Come up...: ” This section was [actually] said
before the Ten Commandments [were given] (Mechilta 19:10). On the
fourth of Sivan, “Come up” was said to him [Moses]..

So Moses came and told the people: on that day.

All the words of the Lord: The commandments of separation [of the men
from the women] and setting boundaries [around the mountain so that
people would not cross].

And all the ordinances: The seven commandments that the Noachides
were commanded [to observe], in addition to [keeping] the Sabbath,
honoring one’s father and mother, [the laws of] the red cow, and laws of
jurisprudence, which were given to them in Marah. Since this was before
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the giving of the Torah, there were only these commandments and D2 NNNIY PITI NNYTN

ordinances.] Hap)akl
and he arose early in the morning: on the fifth of Sivan. YNN1 : 9722 0oV"N
Bhjval

Source 3: Rav Moche Tzuriel on Pacuk ?

How can you do before you hear? First of 02778 D3 DTIP YN 1DYNIVY 197 DIV X
all, we have to hear what is being asked of YN 1591 7D INNY ,ONN DXVUNTY XIN NN WNINYD
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us, and then we can implement and fulfill. Y ey v ‘
Why did they say nwy) before ynwi?

Source 4: Commentary of Abarbanel

After Hashem informed them of the sending of the angel ~ PYN 1MM TNODN MNYOY DYN WTINY SINN

. . IN 921D TNDNN DINNN 170 1IN TP YO 1IN
and warned them to heed his voice, the angel began to 5NY 1IN XM T D9 5N 1 DW3 IS5 A

speak to Moshe and command him, in Hashem’s name: Go  qnx nwn 58 9mY 187 /D YN 1YY DR Dvn

up to Hashem...It is clear that all of these words - until DN Y725 NWN WA N DN NDY NOYND 30N TNINN
1°32) VIR YN DWW RINN TRINDN D MIN D N

now - came after Israel heard the Ter'l Commandm.ents. NI TNIRN T PNNNY DT ABY DY

They were all said to Moshe on that sixth day (of Sivan) Y129 WD WA 11 IN N19Y KON 9N 1Y TN N9 1991

and the nation was sitting far away, turned towards the WY NI .Y 921D MIND TRINN PNV Y 1 SN

mountain, silent until Moshe would arrive, and then g;ESTQN“\J;? 1;;‘33”’_‘?‘32 ];N?sz_&n?_:b;'?vj
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Moshe d.escended anc.l told the nat.lon all.of God’s words DYM NI N 0P AWRb YN 099 3T

and the judgements (in Parshat Mishpatim) Then the YINN NRNWN DY NN IR N PININD WY 1PN

whole nation answered, “everything that Hashem said we = '1>727 22 IX DY? 190 T 1) N7V NWND K12 7Y
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will do” - in other words - we accept upon ourselves all of RO YN AN NS 191 MY SN DBV 1

these mitzvot that Hashem spoke to you; then at night, NYIIY DXVOVYNAN 99 NN DN 19D 191 TI89 TN
after Moshe heard their response, he wrote down all of 927 TUNR 95 TAN N9 DYN 9 1Y IR DXVIVNN NIN

the words that Hashem had said to him...then the whole NOND MINN D3 NOSY IY NIAP MWD DY N
AN DY IMN TR WY NNWI 0YN T2 /1 2TV

nation answered as one, “everything that Hashem has 115 DNTIWA YY) O 9N 11T NUAY AN 29y
said we will do and we will listen.” Meaning: Even though 15 anxw nn 929 995 ow Xnw 1 2T 95 NN
you have told us many mitzvot, we will do and fulfill 12 D) OYN DD DY I .. DIVOIWNM DINATIN
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everything that Hashem has told you - and not only these $7 7003 1112 NS N ST DY T 1T O

mitzvot that he has told you - but also other mitzvotif He 4351 59 o»pn nwyy 15 /1 927 9wn 95 90 19
commands us in additional mitzvot we will listen to them DX MINN MX¥N D) JIN .NINDNY NIRD MNNON

and accept them. That's why they added ynw) after nwyy. ~ '2°P' 1321 .D73pN DMN YD) NMN 7Y M
NIUY INN YHWUN IO



Source 5: Rav Tzuriel
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This answer does not sit well, because the Torah had already said
that Moshe told them all of the words of Hashem and the judgments.
In other words, they already heard everything - so what were they
expecting to hear in addition?

Source 6: Seforno

They are committing themselves to perform mitzvot 2P ¥NWIY NPIOND NWY) . $NWN NYU)
for the sake of adhering to Hashem’s words, and not to TN 5Y NoW 2970 NN DUNYNI D1T2YD
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get rewarded

Source 7: Rav Tzuriel

This approach is also difficult. If this was 9, DM NRT DX I .PINT RN NT 1PN DI DIN
their intent, why did they not immediately =~ DN2IWNY ¥ ¥ITN 3 PID1 123 ... TN T2 NY KD NN
verse 3?7 Why did they divide say this in 70025V NV

their answer into two stages?

Source §: Midrach Me'or Ha'afeila — Rebbe Netanel of Yemen, 1329, explained by Rav Tzuriel:
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Questions on this approach: Why not mention this back in verse 37 Why first quote the
acceptance of the Written Torah or positive commandments only, and only after four more
verses, say that they accept both of them - positive and negative/Written and Oral Torah?

Source 9: Gemara Shabbat §8a-b
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Rabbi Simai taught: When Israel accorded precedence to the declaration “We
will do” over the declaration “We will hear,” 600,000 ministering angels came



and tied two crowns to each and every member of the Jewish people, one
corresponding to “We will do” and one corresponding to “We will hear.”
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Rabbi Elazar said: When the Jewish people accorded precedence to the
declaration “We will do” over “We will hear,” a Divine Voice emerged and said
to them: Who revealed to my children this secret that the ministering angels
use? As it is written: “Bless the Lord, you angels of His, you mighty in strength,
that fulfill His word, hearkening unto the voice of His word” (Psalms 103:20).
At first, the angels fulfill His word, and then afterward they hearken. Rabbi
Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“As an apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons.
Under its shadow I delighted to sit and its fruit was sweet to my taste” (Song of
Songs 2:3)? Why were the Jewish people likened to an apple tree? It is to tell
you that just as this apple tree, its fruit grows before its leaves, so too, the Jewish
people accorded precedence to “We will do” over “We will hear.”
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The Gemara relates that a heretic saw that Rava was immersed in studying
halakha, and his fingers were beneath his leg and he was squeezing them, and
his fingers were spurting blood. Rava did not notice that he was bleeding
because he was engrossed in study. The heretic said to Rava: You impulsive
nation, who accorded precedence to your mouths over your ears. You still bear
your impulsiveness, as you act without thinking. You should listen first. Then,
if you are capable of fulfilling the commands, accept them. And if not, do not
accept them. He said to him: About us, who proceed wholeheartedly and with
integrity, it is written: “The integrity of the upright will guide them” (Proverbs
11:3), whereas about those people who walk in deceit, it is written at the end
of the same verse: “And the perverseness of the faithless will destroy them.”



Source 10: Commentary of Malbim on Sefer Shemot, referencing the Gemara

Our sages referred to ynw) on the initial understanding
without seeking to understand the reason. Through this,
we will eventually understand the reason behind the
mitzvot and their secrets - this is how the ministering
angels function; the angel is a messenger to do Hashem'’s
will; this is his existence, but his essence is that he is a
spiritual intellect. Through his actions he becomes a
spiritual intellect...
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Source 11a): Rav Tzuriel

serve Hashem not just as a disciplined servant,
but that he will also become inspired once he
understands the wondrous and sweet reasons
behind the mitzvot....
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Even so, the Malbim’s understanding does not 5y 20 PNYYY’ D DD PIATY MINY YD NNV
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116) Rav Tzuriels own explanation of the Malbim'e approach

He First quotes Rachi:

: 11922 NOVXIYV MINMDY NN 1NN TV NPYNIILN 152920 999
Rashi: Sefer HaBerit: from Bereishit until Matan Torah and the mitzvot
they were commanded at Mara

What is this "Book of the Covenant"? Rashi explains that Moshe

) YT VIO INTH 592N 999”7 YN

wrote the five Pentateuchs of Torah in two stages. Shortly before ~ Y¥3 NN YWNDIN AYNN NN N3 NYN
his death, that is, when Israel heard the stories in the Torah [here ANDY INIID DXVIVN NYID N0 .0V

at the end of Parshat Mishpatim], how God dealt with Adam and

Eve, and how with the generation of the flood, and the generation

of the voyage, and the stories of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and
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the deeds of the Exodus from Egypt, and the matter of the parting pyq19p7 NN SR WHY TWUND PIDIN

of the Red Sea, and the manna and the quails. These stories and
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the history profoundly affected them, and they came to an
understanding of the nature of the connection between God and
His people: of providence and salvation, of the uniqueness of
[srael. And that is why they entered into a covenant with God ....
These ideas are the heart and soul of the Torah. What they heard
on the 4th of Sivan was only the legal regulations, permissible
and forbidden, impure and pure, kosher and unkosher. According
to the Torah, they heard "the mishpatim" that day. And they
accepted upon them the yoke of the kingdom of heaven, knowing
that they were merely earthen vessels, ending in dust; And He is
the Creator who invents all, and He who brought them out of the
land of Egypt. Rational intellect mandated that they fulfill the
demands made of them.

But after Moshe Rabbeinu read before them the whole chain of
the formation of the people of Israel, from when Abraham was in
distress to Pharaoh and to Avimelech (regarding Sarah his wife),
and God chose Isaac and not Ishmael, and chose Jacob and not
Esau, and God chose Israel and no other nations; It was then that
they began to understand the depth of emotional and emotional
significance to God's mitzvot. This aspect of Torah is nowadays
called "Jewish thought" (and in the words of Rabbi Kook, "the
theoretical side of the Torah"). And is the heart of the Torah....

And so after hearing the children of Israel how God loves them,
and also entered into a covenant with them, which half of the
blood of the sacrifices preached on the altar (representing God,
so to speak) and half of the blood in the vessels preached to
themselves. Then all the people said that it is not enough for us to
keep the mitzvot as a dry laws, as the King's decree, but we will
strive to observe ynw) to understand the reason and the secret of
every mitzvah.

And this is the difference between what is said in verse 3 and
what is said in verse 7. In verse 3 it says “we will do" alone and
here it says "we will do and we will listen". That is, after
observing the mitzvah as simple without seeking a reason, we
must engage in an inner understanding of the meaning of the
mitzvah.
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Source 12: Rav Ronen Neuwirth A"H: Rav Kook'e Approach

Ordinarily, we tend to perceive this statement, as a statement
of resignation and submission. The people of Israel, having
witnessed miracles and wonders, are willing to surrender
themselves completely to G-d's will out of absolute belief in
His infinite power and wisdom. There is no doubt that
reaching the level of a person capable of waiving his desires
before the Creator is a very lofty spiritual achievement. But
is this the whole secret of the angels?... Most world religions
are based on the same foundation - the submission of the
believer towards God....

Rav Kook in 1890 »nnn:

Everything embedded in nature does not need to be heard
and learned, the bee builds its hive with the most complete
numerical accuracy, without hearing of lessons in
engineering, because it is engraved in nature. Any inner
wisdom embedded in nature does not need any advance
study, as it can be felt. The deeds can be done without the
need for prior hearing. An artist, for example, is able to create
works of art thanks to natural talent, even without hearing a
single lecture in art. After all, learning and hearing lessons
can help an artist develop and perfect his natural talent.

And in the spiritual world the higher spiritual beings do not
need hearing before their actions, because their holiness is
natural to them. The guardian angels do not need to hear G-
d - they feel the will of G-d in the most natural way and so
they immediately begin to act...

Only human beings ...need to exert an effort to return to their
pure psychic nature. And we are at Mount Sinai - we have
come to this supreme virtue, and we have become pure
natural Jews - and for that reason we said naaseh before
nishma, rising above all the false culture of mankind. "

As we stood before Mount Sinai, we felt the Torah in the most
natural way. We did not need to hear God's word first
because we felt His will. Hearing was only secondary, in
order to develop and direct our new / old natural sense - the
Holy Torah.... This is the secret of Torah study. The Torah is
not external to us. At the beginning of a Torah book, we must
understand that unlike any wisdom that adds external
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information to us, Torah study taught us about ourselves and
helps us to reveal and discover our true nature. External
information comes to reinforce and strengthen inner
awareness.

Rav said that a person does not study Torah except from a
place where his heart desires" (Avodah Zara 19). The highest
virtue in Torah study is the virtue of learning from
connection and inner identification - "the place where one's
heart desires". Indeed, in the beginning one must adopt the
initial understanding of "we will do and listen", the degree of
submission, but one should never be satisfied with it and see
in it the essence of Torah study. A person must adopt the
outer framework and eventually become his inner doctrine,
as the sages demanded: Initially the Torah is identified with
G-d’s name and in the end, it’s identified with the name of the
person learning, as it says: Initially the Torah is called by the
name of the Holy One, Blessed be He, but ultimately it is called by
the name of the one who studies it. As it is first stated: “His delight
is in the Torah of the Lord,” and in the continuation of the verse it
states: “And in his Torah he meditates day and night.” This teaches
that through study one acquires ownership, as it were, of the
Torah.
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